North Pacific Fishery Management Council

Simon Kinneen, Chair | David Witherell, Executive Director
605 W. 4th Avenue, Suite 306, Anchorage, AK 99501
Phone 907-271-2809 | www.npfmc.org

B4 State Department Report on

Central Arctic Ocean Fishing Agreement
February 2019 Council Meeting

Action Memo

Presenters: Jean-Pierre Plé, NMFS Office of International Affairs and Seafood Inspection
Candace Nachman, NMFS Office of Policy

BACKGROUND

In December 2017, ten countries reached an agreement to prevent the start of commercial fishing in the
Central Arctic Ocean (CAO) for at least 16 years while scientists study the effects of climate change on
this area. The presentation will include:

e An overview of the Central Arctic Ocean agreement.

e An update on the CAO scientific effort to date and necessary next steps (i.e., need to develop a
data sharing protocol, develop a coordinating mechanism for possible vessels of opportunity to
support data collection, etc.).

e Addiscussion on exploratory fishing, which is likely to be the first substantive CAO measure the
signatories will need to address. This follows up on the Council’s February 2018 discussion
paper on this topic.


https://oceanconservancy.org/news/ocean-conservancy-welcomes-historic-agreement-reached-protect-central-arctic-ocean/
https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=ebbe8b70-f5cd-4a8a-b448-5b2f86e07ae1.pdf&fileName=D1%20Exploratory%20Fishing%20in%20Arctic%20waters%20-%20Discussion%20Paper.pdf
https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=ebbe8b70-f5cd-4a8a-b448-5b2f86e07ae1.pdf&fileName=D1%20Exploratory%20Fishing%20in%20Arctic%20waters%20-%20Discussion%20Paper.pdf
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