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Dr. Katie Howard 
June 2014 NPFMC Meeting Nome, AK

2

Chinook 
salmon stock

Total run size: 5 yr
average 

compared to 
historical average

Escapement 
success rate: 
Recent 5 yrs

Subsistence 
Fishery:  5 yr

average 
compared to 

historical average 

Commercial 
Fishery:  5 yr

average 
compared to 
historical 
average

Sport Fishery:  5 
yr average 
compared to 

historical average

Norton Sound ↓ 59% (UNK) 33% ↓ 59 ↓ 99% ↓ 78%

Yukon ↓ 55% 61% ↓ 38% ↓ 98% ↓ 52%

Kuskokwim 
River ↓ 49% 43% ↓ 37% ↓ 92% ↓ 25%

Kuskokwim 
Bay ↓ 54% 44% ↓ 31% ↓ 47% ↓ 39%

average to increasing trend; 75% or better success in 
escapement

0‐33% decline in trend; 51‐75% success in escapement

33‐49% decline in trend; 33‐50% success in escapement

50‐89% decline in trend; 25‐33% success in escapement

90% or more decline in trend; ≤25% success in escapement
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Unalakleet River Total Run
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Kuskokwim River Total Run
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AYK Summary
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• All AYK Chinook stocks at all-time lows in 2013
• Unalakleet and Yukon runs in 2013 not large enough to meet 

escapement needs, even if no fish were to be taken in the river
• Kuskokwim area runs in 2013 large enough to meet 

escapement needs, but not large enough for subsistence needs
• 2014 is expected to be equally poor with unprecedented 

management restrictions:
• No commercial harvest of Chinook
• Most severe restrictions to date on other salmon 

commercial fisheries to reduce incidental catch to the 
greatest extent possible

• No sport fishing
• Most severe subsistence restrictions to date
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Thank You
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2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
Fish River/Boston Creek

Kwiniuk River

North River (Unalakleet R)

Unalakleet/Old Woman River

Canada Mainstem

Chena River

Salcha River

Nulato River (forks combined)

Anvik River

East Fork Andreafsky River

West Fork Andreafsky River

Salmon River (Pitka Fork)

Gagaryah River (Stony R)

Cheeneetnuk River (Stony R)

Holitna River

Salmon River (Aniak R)

Aniak River

Kisaralik River

George River

Kwethluk River

Kogrukluk River

Kuskokwim River drainagewide goal

North (Main) Fork Goodnews River

Middle Fork Goodnews River

Kanektok River

So
u
th

exceed escapement goal
within escapement goal
barely made lower end of escapement 
did not meet escapement goal
escapement goal could not be assessed 


