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Outline

• Survey effort

• Bottom temperatures

• Red king crab (Bristol Bay, Pribilofs, Northern District)

• Red king crab – Bristol Bay retow decision

• Blue king crab

• Tanner Crab

• Snow crab (Eastern and preliminary Northern Bering)

• Chionoecetes hybrids
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116 stations in the 
Northern Bering Sea 

out of 144

375 stations in the 
Eastern Bering Sea



Cold pool present 
in southeast 
Bering Sea 
(similar to 2022)



Bottom 
temperature close 
to 1975-2023 
time series mean

(temperatures 
controlled for 
missing values 
and sampling 
date)
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Red king crab
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Distribution 
by year
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37% of BBRKC 
mature 
females at 
station E-12



Distribution 
by year
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Abundance by size, 
1979-2023 
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Abundance by size, 
1979-2023 
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-21% from 2022

+46% from 2022

Estimated abundance
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BBRKC clutch fullness
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-49% from 2022

+9% from 2022

Estimated abundance
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Estimated abundance

-15% from 2022

-16% from 2022
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Centers of 
abundance
1979-2023
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Centers of 
abundance
1979-2023



Bristol bay red king 
crab retow decision

17



Retow history:
% not molt-mated vs 
bottom temperature
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6% not 
molt-mated 

in 2023



Blue king crab
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20

-5% from 2022

-71% from 2022

Estimated abundance
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-100% from 2022
(0 caught)

-3% from 2022

Estimated abundance



Tanner crab
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Distribution 
by year
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Distribution 
by year
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Abundance 
by size, 
1988-2023 
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Abundance 
by size, 
1988-2023 
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+32% from 2022

+20% from 2022

Estimated abundance
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-27% from 2022

-10% from 2022

Estimated abundance
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Abundance by size and shell condition



Snow crab
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Distribution 
by year
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Distribution 
by year
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Distribution 
by year
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(< 95 mm)



Distribution 
by year
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(≥ 95 mm)



Distribution 
by year

35



Distribution 
by year
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37

Centers of 
abundance
1988-2023
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Centers of 
abundance
1988-2023



Abundance by size, 
1988-2023 (EBS only)
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+43% from 2022

-45% from 2022

-28% from 2022

-19% from 2022

Estimated abundance (EBS only)



Abundance by size, 
1988-2023 (EBS only)
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-XX% from 2021

-29% from 2022

-1% from 2022

-29% from 2022

Estimated abundance (EBS only)
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Estimated abundance:   
EBS/NBS comparison

Preliminary Northern Bering Sea results
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Abundance by size and 
shell condition
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Male size at 50% 
maturity, 

1988-2023 New hardshell males
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Abundance by size and 
shell condition
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Snow crab clutch fullness, 
1988-2023



Chionoecetes hybrids
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Estimated abundance

+41% from 2022

+74% from 2022
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