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Terms of Reference (5/2021)
Members:
• Eric Reid, (NEFMC) Chair
• Deirdre Boelke (NEFMC)
• Jessica Coakley (MAFMC) 
• Mark Fitchett (WPFMC)
• John Froeschke (GMFMC) 
• Kerry Griffin (PFMC) 
• Roger Pugliese (SAFMC) 
• Miguel Rolon (CFMC) 
• Dave Witherell (NPFMC) 

With assistance from NOAA Fisheries: 
• Heather Sagar 
• Tim Haverland
• Michelle Lennox

Products and Services (condensed):

1. Assist the CCC with reacting to the 30 by 30 
initiative (E.O. 14008 and America the Beautiful 
Report).

2. Prepare report on Area-based Measures in U.S. EEZ. 

• An evaluation of all existing EEZ fishery area 
closures relative to the 30 by 30 initiative. 

• A discussion of the pros and cons of area-
based management.

• Objectives and expected benefits of area-
based management tool for the diversity of 
ecosystems under Councils’ jurisdictions.

3. Prepare a journal article on area-based measures 
for marine fisheries in the U.S. (Time permitting)

CCC Subcommittee Members

Presenter
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What is a Conservation Area? 

DRAFT WORKING DEFINITION: For the purposes of the 
CCC Subcommittee report, a conservation area is an 
established, geographically defined area, with planned 
management or regulation of activities that provides 
for the maintenance of biological productivity and 
biodiversity, ecosystem function and services (including 
providing recreational opportunities and healthy, 
sustainable seafood to a diverse range of consumers). 



Regional Data Spreadsheets

Each area is described: 
Name, Size (nm2), Year implemented, CFR, Objective, Prohibitions, Application 
of America the Beautiful principles 

Each area is classified by type (objective) and management focus:
1. Ecosystem Conservation

Focus: Habitat, biodiversity, vulnerable species, special ecosystems
2. Year-round Fisheries Management 

Focus: Mortality reduction, Stock rebuilding, Allocation, Catch Limits, 
Bycatch concerns
3. Seasonal Fisheries Management Areas and Other

Focus: PSP closures, seasonal spawning closures, seasonal bycatch 
reduction measures



Abbreviated Regional Data Tables - Example



VERY Preliminary Results – Number of Conservation Areas
DRAFT as of October 2021



VERY Preliminary Results – Area Coverage by Objective
DRAFT as of October 2021



VERY Preliminary Results – Area Closed Year-Round
DRAFT as of October 2021



Evaluation of Conservation Areas 

The CCC ABM Subcommittee developed specific criteria for 
determining whether an area qualifies as a conservation area per 
Executive Order 14008 through 4 steps.  These relatively straight 
forward steps incorporate common characteristics and criteria for 
identification of “other effective area-based conservation measures” 
(OECMs) as defined by the International Union for Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN). The criteria also include steps specific to the eight 
principles of the ATB Report as well as the draft working definition of 
a conservation area . If an area meets all 4 steps, then it satisfies the 
requirements of a conservation area













Next Steps for the ABM Subcommittee

• Continue to refine regional spreadsheets and summary tables
• Finish area evaluations
• Complete regional maps and conservation area calculations 

(additional GIS staff resources needed)
• Finalize draft written report for May CCC meeting
• Continue to coordinate with NOAA Fisheries on Atlas database
• Support the CCC on the development of any position statements 

on this issue
• If time permits, draft journal article on use of area-based 

management in US fisheries management and conservation
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