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Western Aleutian Islands stock

(Red king crab Adak District)(Red king crab Petrel District)

Figure 1. Aleutian Islands, Area O, red and golden king crab management area (from 
Baechler and Cook 2014, updated to show boundaries of the Adak and Petrel Districts 
for red king crab as established by the Alaska Board of Fisheries in March 2014).







Figure 6. Retained catch (number of crab) and CPUE (number of retained crab per pot lift) in 
the western Aleutian Islands red king crab fishery, 1972/73–2014/15 (from Table 1a). Data 
for 1972/73–1983/84 are for the area west of 172° W longitude; data for 1984/85–1997/98, 
1999/00, and 2004/05–2014/15 are for the area west of 171° W longitude; data for 1998/99 
are for the area west of 174° W longitude; and data for 2000/01–2003/04 are for the area 
between 179° W longitude and 179° E longitude.
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Figure 2. Retained catch (t) in the Western Aleutian Islands red king crab fishery, 1985/86–
1995/96 by 1-degree longitude grouping, summarized from fish ticket catch by state 
statistical area landing data.
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Figure 4. Annual retained catch (t) in the Western Aleutian Islands red king crab fishery 
during 1985/86–1995/96, partitioned into three longitudinal zones: 171º W longitude to 179º 
W longitude (white bars); 179º W longitude to 179º E longitude (black bars); and 179º E 
longitude to 171º E longitude.
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Retained and non-retained catch in crab fisheries (no bycatch mortality applied)





Bycatch mortality: 0.5 for fixed, 0.8 for trawl











4. Author recommended ABC: 34 t. This is the status quo ABC that has been recommended 
by the author since the SSC recommended a 34 t ABC for 2012/13. The SSC’s recommended 
ABC of 34 t for 2012/13 was determined as a value “sufficient to cover bycatch and the 
proposed test fishery catch” (June 2012 SSC meeting minutes, page 10). It provides a 40% 
buffer on the OFL of 56 t. Note that the ABC recommended by the SSC for 2011/12 was 
lower (12 t) and was based on the estimated average bycatch mortality due to groundfish and 
the non-directed crab fisheries during 1995/96–2007/08.





2016 Petrel Bank survey

• John Hilsinger will provide update…


