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Proposal: Allowing the retention of coincidentally barvested Halibut during the Bering Sea Sablefish Pot
Fishery

Year(s): Effective spring 2009, for a three year trial/evaluation period

Definition and Objective:

This praposal is to allow the retention of mcidental by catch Halibut, specifically caught in the
Bering, Sea Sablefish fishery, by pot, by qualified harvesters that have 4A Halibut quota. This proposal is
very much the same as the recently passed regulatery chenge io area 2B. There are 3 primary objectives to
this proposal. 1) Increase the area of harvest in 4A, 2)reduce mortality from Killer whale predation and
bandling, and 3} Reduce concentrated barvest in traditional “whale-free™ areas.

1) Currently there is a very Jarge portion of 4A that is not reasonable to atterupt harvesting Halibut from
because of Killer whale predation, Pots bave been successful in safely capturing these fish, with no
mortality from predation.

2) Under the current regulations, all Halibut caught by Sablefish pots must be discarded. Because of where
the majority of the Bering Sea Sablefish Pot fishery is conducted, there is a constant presence of Killer
whales near harvesting vessels . There {5 no mechanism by which balibut can be safely returned, without
extremely high mortality, Mortality from handling would be completely eliminated.

3) Because of the increased presence of Killer whales in 4A, harvesters have been forced into ever
inereasingly small areas of barvest, with limited windows of opportunity to harvest. Allowing these
specified pot vessels to retain their by-catch reduces both pressure on the resource and direct competition
between vessels, lessening focused impact on the resource, and significantly increasing the area of harvest,

Impacts:

All vessels fishing with hooks will see some small measure of relief from this proposal, simply
because: a) some of the fish would |, with this proposal, be barvested from regions that are not being
eurrently exploited, b) Halibut eaught by pot, landed and recorded, would directly increase the availability |
by reducing competitive pressure, and direct and indirect mortality issues

Opmion:
We have had 7 years of Sablefish fishing, by pot, in the Bering Sea to witness changing events.
The Killer whale predation problem is increasing. Cows are teaching thelr calves the “technique™ of
siripping fish and following in 1o snatch by catch as quickly as it is discarded. When we discard Halibut,
we are destroying the fish. We can’t change the whales feeding habits, but we can change their access wo
Halibut in particular. T believe all vessels engaged in Sablefish fishing in the Bering Sea should be
required to have some Halibut quota for 4A, specifically to cover the inevitable by catch of Halibut.

For a significant portion of the year, Halibut and Sablefish share intermingled climes on the ocean
bottom. Traditional halibut surveys do not get to these regions. To pursue Sablefish will forever take us
through regions of Halibut as the two species compete for food. Recognizing this interrelationship, Iam
proposing that we retain both,





