Agenda Item G-2
February 1980

MEMORANDUM
DATE: February 4, 1980
TO: Council Members, Scientific & Statistical Committee

and Advisory Panel

FROM: Jim H. Branson, Executive Director.

SUBJECT: Gulf of Alaska Groundfish FMP

ACTION REQUIRED

1. No action required on proposed amendment list.

2. Recommendations will be needed concerning the second
scheduled release of reserves. _

3. Set a ’'scoping’ meeting for amendments as required by
NEPA.

BACKGROUND

1. The GOA Management Plan Drafting Team met in Seattle on January
29-31 to discuss annual amendments to the FMP. Attachment #1 (list
of amendment items discussed) and the following schedule were items

discussed:

February Meeting. . . . . . . Present broad amendment categories
(Attachment #1)

Early March . . . . . . . . . Scoping meeting

March Meeting . . . . . . . . Present actual amendments

April 1 - 20. . . ... . . . . Possible public hearings on

- amendments

April Meeting . . . . . . . . Council action on amendments;

effective 1981 plan year
2. The second release of reserves for the Gulf of Alaska is scheduled

for March 2. The reserves released by NMFS on January 2, 1980 are
shown on Attachment #2. Up to 25% of each reserve amount can be
released on a bi-monthly basis (January 2, March 2, May 2 and

July 2) to either DAH or TALFF. Data was not available on either



the domestic or foreign catch for this item. ADF&G could not get
their figures to us in time for a domestic appraisal and the 'best
blend" estimates developed by NMFS for the foreign fishery are also
not available.

A 'scoping' meeting is required by Sec. 1501.7 of CEQ's NEPA regulations
and a workplan by NOAA Directives Manual, Chapter 21, Sec. 24 (part

of E012044 process). We file a 'Notice of Intent' to prepare an

EIS, then decide if we should at scoping meeting. Estimates of

costs and benefits of regulation, etc., are supposed to be decided

and decision made as to whether fishery is in need of regulation.

All the above is a fairly new development in the paper blizzard so
dearly loved by government. We haven't been caught up in it until
now, but it seems inevitable from now on for new FMP's and major
revisions. I doubt if we can relax and enjoy it.
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GULF OF ALASKA GROUNDFISH FISHERY MANAGEMENT PLAN T T e,
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS %Ol /G ?5)/7;{3;x
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Discussed a multi-year, multi-species approach in which MSY, OY and
Reserve apply to the groundfish complex as a whole with TAC ranges
established for individual species groups. Between-year adjustments
within each TAC range would be accomplished by the regulatory
rather than the amendment process.

Discussed a '"package' of amendments dealing with Prohibited Species
which would allow doing away with most time/area closures. The
elements of the package are:

a. To establish limits on the tonnage of each Prohibited Species
that will be allowed (but must still be discarded), which will
be allocated to DAH and TALFF and if exceeded cause closure of
entire national fishery.

b. Economic disincentive (per July 1979 letter to Branson) with
options as to whether it should apply to domestic fishermen.

c. Funding for sufficient observer coverage to assure that Prohibited
Species catches do not exceed the allowed tonnage.

Consider the following OY changes:
a. Cod, sablefish.

b. Re-consider OY for possible establishment of Gulf-wide OY for
squid, other rockfish, other species and Atka mackerel.

c. Re-evaluate rockfish 0Y, especially those rockfish considered
in the Pacific ocean perch category.

Re-examine the six Kodiak gear sanctuaries and consider Kodiak king
crab area closure and the need for Tanner crab sanctuaries.

a. Modify the Regional Director's in-season authority to implement
time/area closures based on gear conflict and ground pre-emption
considerations.

Examine processor preference amendments, especially:

a. Closure to all foreign fishing around Kodiak;
b. Other time/area closures as appropriate.

Amend the plan to put all current year data in Appendices.

Consider sablefish as a directed longline fishery.



7 8. Examine and evaluate a prohibition on foreign trawling in SE and
Yakutat districts. :

9.  Amend the plan year.
10. Change all notations of idiot rockfish to thornyhead.
11. Establish all reserves Gulf-wide.

' 12. Re-evaluate the need for foreign trawl restrictions in the western
Aleutians. '
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GULF OF ALASKA RESERVE AMOUNTS (mt)

Base Amount

Pollock 33.76
Pacific cod 12.0
Flounders 6.7
Pacific ocean perch 5.0
Other rockfish 1.52
Sablefish 2.6
Atka mackerel 5.74
Squid 1.0
Rattail 2.64
Idiot rockfish 0.75
Other species 3.34
74.83

1st release

- 25% = 8.44
3.0
1.675
1.25
.325
.295 (no apportionment in
435 Eastern area)
.25
.66
.123
.81
18.263

o O O O +H O O

First Reserve Release deducted

Pollock 25.32
Pacific cod 9.0
Flounders 5.025
Pacific ocean perch 3.75
Other rockfish 1.195
Sablefish 2.305
Atka mackerel 4.305
Squid 0.75
Rattail 1.98
Idiot rockfish 0.562
Other species 2.43
56.622

fotal reserves remaining after lst release
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Amounts of reserves (metric tons) that are heing apportioned to

TALFF or retained as ressrves are summarized in the following
tahle:

January 2, 1980, Reserve Apportionment (1,200's nmt) by R2egulatory fArca

ern Total

ch

Snecies destern Central Fas

Pollock

fpportioned 2.95 4,76 0,432 R.24

Retained 8.55 14,28 2.490 25.32
Pacific Cod

Aprortioned 0.a28 1.677 0.295 3.0

Retained 2.484 5.031 1.425 9.0
Flounders

Apnortioned 0,52 3.735 0.42 1.675

Retained 1.556 2.205 1.25% 5.025
Pacific fOcean Perch _ ‘

Apposrtioned 0.13% 0.395 0.72 1.25

Petained 0.405 185 2.1¢ 3.75
Other Rockfish :

Apportioned 0 0 - 0.325 0.325

Retained 0.06 .16 - 0.975 1,195
Sablafish

Apportioned : 0,105 0.19 0 0.285

Qetained 3.315 0.57 1.42 2.305
Atka Hackerel

Apporticned 0.234 1.042 0,159 1,435

- Retained 0.702 3.125 2,478 4,305

Squid -

Apportioned 0.05 0.1 0.1 0.25

Petained 0.15 0.3 2.3 0.75
RBattails

Apportioned ) 0.165 0,255 n.14 9,66

Retained 0.495 1.065 0,42 1,58
Idiot Rockfish

Apsortioned 0.183

fetained a,.5862
fither Species

Apnortioned .22 0,43 .18 .21

Retained .66 1.29 0.48 2.43
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Figure l. . Combined Japanese, Soviet. and Republic of Korea commercial catches (metric‘tons) of sablefish (Anoplo-
poma fimbria) for 1977 and 1978".
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Figure 2. Combined Japanese, Soviet, and Republic of Korea commercial catches (metric tons) of Pacific cod (Gadus ,;

macrocephalus) for 1977 and 1978%.
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Figure 3. Combined Japanese, Soviet, and Republlc of Korea commerc1al catches (metric tons) of pollock (Theragra
chalcogramma) for 1977 and 1978%,

175 171 167 163 158 155 151 147 143 139 135 131

ot Lo 4t . e e e e ry ey ree re e e T
et et e e e e e et 62

4 4 1 4 J 3 1 Il
62 NSRS NSNS AR SR NN NN

o 0
He L] 9

Joh { N wﬁ%’?%% i

IED Y [~ <
23| o| 238 < !

60 { [rzo0] asr| 2218] o] o :_/ : 3| s00| ev2| ave 11 60
irsseitooea| e2] 2] 33 . ng _SJL) £ 19| 220] aas| 390
2| 13,901 2,083 ses ° ° : E\ { 1| es| 1407 208 2e2| 32| 98] 222
0900 20,13| 9248{ 8 ‘. | sr| 3| ess] eo| ex| 4] ey

\
ISR EEER

aee0] 11a07] e8| so| | 2 3| o °
7] 134m) 17,858 20,2 wa| @ ° ° 3 3 P M
. r4¢| 5,528 108 9 ol 1 o] o] ) . ° ol m o<t 5,540 1 18
58 T 2.008] aezs azo3| 210 . z o] e2| = o] 23] @ J,J\A ne) veo| as i
11 somf ezl r2s] 22| e 20| 2| s| 0| e % - 2| 2e9] 1899 20 1] SB
748 4900] 10,195 1,097 ¢o] o] ass] 28] wr0| 123 Vo ol we| 17| @ B
IS EEED z| o sl s| sul we| 2e2 ° ° R il NPT EET™ - 1z s
isuf izerr] seesfepes] o 1w 1| es| raeaf 2307] 2,728 . / N 108 N2 re3l 3| o 5
[ | o[ sots] mazs|oone] szaa| urs| ies] oz 1ae0f  m| ess ° k3 N oV o 1834 ass0] 10z T
T 12e] esans| ioses| ases]| 3ziz| ais| 13310]s2.048] s857| sm63| s03¢| aer / QSN‘ 15y 33| t34s] 1as0| o 1
|| 0| 3IM| 208| jem| vaed| nes2| 9,870) 7080| 73] 12837| 9,500 ° 1] Cane] o3| 300 ase T
56 o| 1z0] 19| 3ue7| 3e9z| 2] 9,801 ) 11,078{12,449] 845 13800] 2,078 . o] mns| 32u{ 1868 @ i
1 » 3] ve ara|2e9%0] 1n232f maes] qaas| verr Z (e 0] 39| g 12| 99| nree] 13 s H 56
o| 208 wss| 260|223t e982| n0er| 15,223 €u80 V4 ~ ) saf 2| 1,30 2760] 2200 " ° M
1 R ) aan] <o, 7| er P o 13| 1oz agrol woe| 18| saf e T
o 3909f saze0|2301| o 24 7e6] 354| 3ae0| 8] | o o) i
o o8| suse[asses]enese v o resf taat] eomfizzee| o2 o » 1]
[T re| su| amz[moer| ssanl/ ° 24| 48| 100 si08]2074e [} s 18 B
) 9| s ees| rosf m o Soes! 2904 13,18 s 208] w7 o
4 ] 3 3 193] 3¢ 998 [ I a4} neza| 2r33| o2e] 2| s [
5 | of w ° §’nx of of of s s 54
7| s l o] 3 3] o of o
+H 4| 228 a7 | 3,341] 15,382 [ ° °
[ 0| 1] t70]i0z01| 0sn| 1e0 ] s I
11 of ] as|rona] e| s seof 27| o )
2] 132 aes| 93] 2] ase| sa7] se2¢] ° ]
s7|  e9] aos| 3az| 4s of 3 3] ) B .
52 ‘—:ég! o] 3| 93| e| 7e| 20 | 9 o . ) 1
1+ of sl w 0 52
| 2| ] |
1 »
° ° |
3
2 4 H
S0 0 0 010 0000 OO 0 200 0 O 00 OO 0 06 O O 0 2 O 0 O 0 0 1 040 0 00 0 0 000000 0 0 0 00 0 0 00 B 8 3 50
LI LN ¥ v ] T T MK L L] T T T ¥ bl ) T T T L) Ll T T T 1 1} T 1} L) ] ) ¥ LI i L Ll T LI ¥ T T LS BRI 'l'[

175 17 167 163 159 155 151 147 143 139 135 131

//'

* Legend: Top number 1977 catch
Bottom number 1978 catch
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Figure 4. >Combined Japanese* Soviet, and Republic of Korea commercial catches (metric tons) of all species combined
for 1977 and 1978".
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