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Fisheries managed under delegated authority of the State of Alaska since the

last council report: salmon, crab, and groundfish.

Salmon Troll Fishery

(FIGURES 1a-1e) Trollers in Southeast are currently involved in their spring
season. Spring troll fisheries target Alaska hatchery produced Chinook salmon;
hatchery produced coho salmon in the Snow Passage area, and pink and chum
salmon in Cross Sound. Fishing areas and opening dates for chinook salmon
fishing areas are determined after early spring public meetings around the
region. Weekly fishing time during the spring chinook fisheries is based on
Alaskan hatchery contribution to catch. Projections call for about 119,000
Alaskan hatchery fish to return. Catches to date total about 5,000 chinook




salmon from 560 landings. The regular summer chinook salmon season begins

July 1.

Bering Sea opilio (Snhow) crab

(FIGURE 2) The 2002 Community Development Quota (CDQ) allocation is 7.5
percent of the total harvest of snow crab. The total harvest is defined as the
general fishery harvest plus the CDQ harvest. The CDQ allocation based on the
estimated total harvest amount is approximately 2,454,000 pounds. By
regulation, the fishery for snow crab was to close May 15. However, the Norton
Sound Economic Development Corporation requested an extension in order to
more fully harvest their allocation. The department extended the NSEDC permit
to May 31. Final harvest for Community Development Quota allocation of snow

crab should be about 2.3 million pounds.

Central Region Pacific Cod

Cook Inlet

(FIGURE 3) The state managed Pacific cod fishery in the waters of Cook Inlet
opened on March 9, 2002, twenty-four hours after the close of the Federal fishery.
The 1.57 million pound Guideline Harvest Level (GHL) is allocated 50% to pot
gear and 50% to jig gear. The GHL is calculated as 2.25% of the Acceptable
Biological Catch (ABC) for the federal Central Guif of Alaska Area. The area
closed by regulation at noon on May 1* and will reopen June 15". To date,

eleven vessels have landed about 660,000 pounds of Pacific cod.

Prince William Sound

The 2002 Prince William Sound (PWS) state managed Pacific cod season
opened March 16" with a 1.9 million pound GHL allocated 60% to pot gear and



40% to jig gear. The GHL is calculated as 25% of the federal Eastern Gulf ABC.

To date, there has been no participation in the fishery.

Westward Region Pacific Cod (FIGURE 4)

Kodiak (FIGURE 5)

The 2002 Kodiak Area GHL for the state-waters Pacific cod season is 8.7 million
pounds. This is 12.5% of the Central Gulf of Alaska ABC for cod. The guideline
is split equally between pot and jig gear. No more than 25% of the guideline can
be taken by vessels over 58 feet with pot gear prior to September 1. The
fishery opened on March 16", seven days after the closure of the Central GOA to
cod fishing. Fishing with pot gear closed May 4™, while jig gear remains open.
The 2002 fishery has taken 4.8 million pounds through May 25™, with 4.0 million
pounds coming from pot gear and 800,000 pounds coming from jig gear. The
fishery will reopen to pot gear September 1. Seventy-six (76) vessels are

registered to fish.

Chignik (FIGURE 6)

The 2002 Chignik area GHL is 4.9 million pounds for the state-waters Pacific cod
season. This is 7% of the Central Gulf of Alaska ABC for cod. The guideline is
allocated 85 percent to pot gear and 15 percent to jig gear. The season opened
on March 1%, The 2002 fishery started slowly because there were no buyers in
the area with markets. Through the end of March about 750,000 pounds had
been landed. After April 1*' outside processors began tendering product from the
area and participation increased. Through May 25™ landings totaled 4.0 million
pounds with 3.7 million from pot gear and 300,000 from jig gear. Fishing with
both gears remains open, however pot gear is likely to close soon. Twenty-

seven (27) vessels are registered to fish.






