


Established by Amendment 40 

in 1996

Limits snow crab bycatch by 

trawl vessels within zone

PSC apportioned to CDQ, A80, 

TLA sectors

PSC accrues toward limit only 

within COBLZ

Fisheries excluded from COBLZ 

if  PSC limit is exceeded
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Female Mature Biomass

Male Mature Biomass



Year

Mature 

Biomass (kt)

Retained 

Catch (kt)

Discarded 

females (kt)

Discarded 

males (kt) Trawl Bycatch (kt)

1990 626.7 149.1 0.1 14.7 0.6

1991 381.5 143.0 0.1 11.6 1.9

1992 366.9 104.7 0.1 17.1 1.8

1993 316.0 67.9 0.1 5.3 1.8

1994 297.5 34.1 0.1 4.0 3.5

1995 389.2 29.8 0.2 5.8 1.3

1996 295.8 54.2 0.1 7.4 0.9

1997 430.6 114.4 0.0 5.7 1.5

1998 279.1 88.1 0.0 4.7 1.0

1999 126.7 15.1 0.0 0.5 0.6

2000 192.9 11.5 0.0 0.6 0.5

2001 213.7 14.8 0.0 1.9 0.4

2002 123.4 12.8 0.0 1.5 0.2

2003 120.8 10.9 0.0 0.6 0.8

2004 129.7 11.3 0.0 0.5 1.0

2005 188.4 16.8 0.0 1.4 0.4

2006 191.2 16.5 0.0 1.8 0.8

2007 209.0 28.6 0.0 2.5 0.4

2008 199.2 25.6 0.0 2.1 0.3

2009 200.4 21.8 0.0 1.2 0.6

2010 260.9 24.6 0.0 0.6 0.2

2011 342.9 40.3 0.2 1.7 0.2

2012 271.6 30.1 0.0 2.3 0.2

2013 228.9 24.5 0.1 3.3 0.1

2014 283.2 30.8 0.2 3.5 0.2

2015 165.2 18.4 0.1 3.0 0.2

2016 118.6 9.7 0.0 1.3 0.1

2017 190.8 8.6 0.0 1.9 0.0

Source: Szuwalski (2018).



Abundance 
estimate

0.1133%
Abundance
available as 

bycatch ( -150,000)

10.7%for CDQ

49.15%for 

A80

32.14%for 

BSAI TLA



Year

Snow Crab PSC 

usage within 

COBLZ

Snow crab bycatch 

outside COBLZ

2008 727,683 832,795

2009 438,587 686,680

2010 1,659,838 787,689

2011 726,304 215,438

2012 584,276 75,016

2013 647,030 69,162

2014 448,608 134,830

2015 484,939 138,395

2016 161,348 48,350

2017 150,113 173,765




