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April 2, 2002

Mr. David Benton

Chairman, North Pacific Fishery
Management Council

605 W. 4P Avenue, Suite 306

Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2252

Dear Mr. Benton:

Bycatch rate standards for trawl fisheries under the Pacific .
halibut and red king crab vessel incentive program (VIP) during
the second half of 2002 are scheduled to be published in the
Federal Register by July 1, 2002. A summary of 1998 - 2002
observer data on fishery bycatch rates is listed in Table 1 for
review by the Council. The halibut bycatch rates for the four
quarters of 2001 have been updated and the first quarter of 2002
added. This information is based on weekly assignments of vessels
to a VIP target fishery based on weekly catch and reporting area
as determined in the NMFS Blend Database.

The byvcatch rate standards have remained unchanged since 1995. In
October 2001, the Council reviewed extensive analyses prepared by
NMFS staff on industry bycatch rates to assess whether or not
these standarxrds should be adjusted. The Council recommended that
the bycatch rate standards should remain unchanged while the
Council considers alternmative incentive programs for bycatch
avoidance. Based on this input, we intend to establish bycatch
rate standards for the second half of 2002 that are unchanged
from 2001 (Table 1).

Sincerely,

siger
tor, Alaska Region

Atrachment
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included in the vessel incentive program- Also listed are the bycatch rate standards in cffect since 1995,

Table 1 - 1998 - 2002 (through March 23, 2002) vbserved bycutch rates, by yuarter, of balibut and red kinyg crab in the fishery categories

Halibut Bycatch (Kilograms Halibut/metric ton Allocated Groundfish Catch

Fishery und guarter Bycatch Rate Standards 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002
BSAI Migwater Pollock )
QM 1 0.02 0.15 0.05 0.43 0.09
QT2 1 0.00 - 0.15 0.15
QT3 1 0.33 0.06 HASH 0.17
QU4 | 0.25 0.04 013 0.22
BSAI Bortom Pollock
QT1 715 9.09 1.29 0.16 0.82 0.64
QT2 5 0.01 . 4.50 1.89
QT3 5 6.70 1.87 0.68 3.17
QT4 5 1.47 0.13 195 0.63
BSAI Ycllowfin soje
QT 5 9.65 421 6.21 19.74 6.51
QT2 5 6.48 130 3.96 18.54
QT3 5 730 1859 12.80 1.55
QT4 5 13.71 24.26 11.41 13.38
BSALl Other Trawl Fisheries
QT1 30 12.05 14.54 8.19 11.04 11.10
QT2 30 13.98 24.83 21.08 23.79
QT3 30 11.60 6.12 9.79 8.92
QT4 30 11.54 3.71 457 5.70
GOA Midwater Poltock
QT! 1 0.8 0.31 0.04 0.1?7 0.04
QT2 | 0.14 0235 0.04
QT3 1 0.04 0.12 1.91 0.95
QT4 1 0.03 0.03 0.56 0.06
GOA Other Traw! Fisherics
QT1 40 0.18 26.23 243 10.92 20.00
QT2 40 62.4 58.88 58.87 56.84
QT3 40 26.0 37.98 18.14 27.46
QT4 40 479 $8.20 69.04 56.85
Zoac | Red King Crab Bycatch Rates

(oumber of crab/me of allocated groundfisk)
BSAT Yellowfin sole
QT! 2.5 0.1 0.01 0.09 057 0.07
QT2 2.5 0.t 0.03 0.01 0.08
QT3 25 043 1.08 0.04
QT4 2.5 0.15 025 112
BSAT Other Trawl Fisheries
QT 25 0.1 0.04 1.38 0.09 0.13
QT2 25 0.0 0.06 020 0.00
QT3 a5 0.0 0.25 0.00 0.07
QT 4 25 00 0402 D00 000
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=mergency Rules and Other
Actions Status: Since
Februaryv 2002 Council
Meeting

Date of Council Action

Transmittal Date of
Action to NMFS
Headquarters

Final Action Published in
Federal Register

Emergency Rule Actions

Emergency rule to implement
2002 Steller sea lion
protection measures and
groundfish harvest
specifications - correction

October 2001 and
December 2001

February 28, 2002

Status of FMP Amendments

April 4, 2002
FMP Amendment Date of Start Regional | Transmittal Proposed FMP | Proposed Rule | Final Rule
Status: Actions Since | Council Review Date of Amendment Published in Published in
February 2002 Action proposal to Notice of Federal Federal
Council Meeting NMEFS HQ Availability Register Register

for Review Published
Amends. 54/54: [FQ October 10-1-1999 July 16, 2001 | July 24, 2001 Oct 12, 2001 Sent to HQ
program changes 1998 66 FR 38412 66 FR 52090 2/14/02
=snproved Comment period | Comment period
_ct. 24, 2001 ends Sep. 24, ends Nov. 26,
2001 2001
Amend. 60 GOA: Sept 2000 4-01-2002
Cook Inlet bottom
trawl ban
Final rule for Amends. | June 1999 NOA of EIS Nov. 13, 2001 | Nov. 27, 2001 Dec. 17. 2001 NOA of final
61/61/13/8: AFA June 2000 published 10- 66 FR 59225 66 FR 65028 EIS published
management of co-ops | Sep. 2000 26-2001 03/02/02
and sideboards comment Comment period | Comment period
period ending ends ends (67 FR 9448)
Amends. approved on 12-10-01 January 28, January 31,
February 27. 2002 2002 2002
Amend. 67 BSAL: LLP | April 2000 3-12-2001 Aug. 1, 2001 Aug 15, 2001 Oct. 1, 2001 Sent to HQ
2, gear and Pcod 66 FR 41833 66 FR 49908 2/22/02
endorsements Comment period | Comment period | sent to
Approved ends Oct. 15, ends Nov 15, NOAA/DOC
Nov. 14, 2001 2001 2001 3/15/02
Amend. 69 BSAI: AFA | June 2001 04-05-02
1, inshore co-op
contracts with CVs
outside co-op




Status of Regulatory Amendments

April 4, 2002
Regulatory Amendment | Date of Start Regional Transmittal Date | Proposed Rule Final Rule
Status: Actions Since Council Review of of Proposed Rule | Published in Published in
February 2002 Council Action Proposed Rule to NMFS Federal Register Federal Register
Meeting Headquarters
Groundfish Regulations
Steller sea lion protection | October 2001 January 31, 2001
measures for 2002 and
beyond
Revision of at-sea Feb 2000 November 30, Feb 21, 2002
observer communication 2001
system requirements
Observer omnibus rule June 2000 February 16, November 2, 2001 | April 2, 2002
2001 67 FR 15517

Comment period

ends May 1, 2002
DSR full retention and June 1999 March 29, 2002

donation rules

Revision to pollock roe

February 1999

retention standards See NMFS
letter dated
Jan 30, 2002
Halibut Regulations
Halibut charter boat GHL | February 2000: | February 26, October 11, 2001 January 28, 2002
December 2001 67 FR 3867
2000 End of comment
period Feb. 27, 2002
Halibut charter boat IFQ April 2001; Waiting receipt
October 2001 of draft analysis
Halibut Subsistence October 2000 March 22, 2002

fishing provisions

Halibut 4D/4E issues: trip | October 1998 Proposed rule
limits; location of catch December being drafted in
2001 region
Annual management IPHC action, March 20, 2002
measures for 2002 January 2002 67 FR 12885
Crab Regulations
Crab LLP license and Congress Proposed rule
vessel buyback program December and analysis
2000 under review in

HO.

Crab CDQ season start
date

October 1998

Nov. 27, 2000

June 12, 2001

July 25, 2001

66 FR 38626
Comment period
ended Aug. 24, 2001

March 22, 2002
67 FR 13291







