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RE: C-2 GROUNDFISH SPECIFICATIONS

Secre t a r y P r i tz ker ,  Cha i rman Hul l  & NPFMC Members :

I ’m  Ludger  W.  Doch te rmann  o f  Kod iak ,  Alaska  – an  IFQ Hal ibu t  holde r in  
t he  Longl ine  gea r  segmen t ,  i n  t he  Cen t ra l  Gul f  and  Ber ing  Sea .   I  f i sh  
‘hooks  on  gangion’  t ub  gea r  fo r  hal ibu t .   In  an y case ,  we  somet imes  
encounte r  Red  Rockf i sh ,  wh ich  o f  course  pe r i sh  f rom bath ymet r i c  shock .   
Somet imes  the  amoun t  can  be  subs t an t i a l  – even  though  no t  as  p reva l en t  
a s  the  days  back  befo re  t r awle r s  wiped  c l ean  Por t l ock  o r  o the r  grounds .   
W e don’ t  want  t o  v io l a t e  a  r egu la t ion  in  an y case ,  so  the  regs  may need  
some housekeeping  o r  ad jus t ing  to  accommodate .  

Pa r t  o f  m y unders t and ing  i s  t ha t  t he  p lan  t eam recent ly d i scussed  
demersal  rock f i sh  and  tha t  the  SSC wi l l  be  address ing  groundf i sh  
spec i f i ca t i ons  beginn ing  Monday,  Oc tober  5 ,  2015 a t  1 :00  pm AST.   I ’m  
fa thoming that  nea r  bo t tom rockf i sh  i s  p r imar i l y abou t  Yel loweye  
Rockf i sh .   

I  a l so  unders t and  IFQ re l a t ed  re t en t ion requi remen ts fo r  t he  pr imar y 
spec i es -managed  rockf i sh  o f  Paci f i c  Ocean  Perch ,  Nor the rn and Dusk y 
Rockf i sh .   I  unders tand  the  l ow Inc identa l  Ca tch  Al lowance  ( ICA)  ra t es ,  
and  poss ib l e  up - t i ck  should  over  90% be  ha rves t ed  b y “en t r y l eve l  
l ongl ine r s , ”  – though  the  Rockf i sh  P rogram was  j ammed  down  our  t h roat s  
wi thout  fu l l  cons ide ra t i on  tha t  t r ad i t iona l ly we  l anded  rockf i sh  be fo re  
t he i r  des t ruct ion  gea r  t ook  over  t he  ocean  bot tom.

W hat  do  I /we  wan t?   I t ’ s  s imple .   Whi le  hal ibut  f i sh ing ,  w e  want  to  be  
able  to  keep  any  and a l l  rockf i sh  (genera l ly ,  the  reds )  that  w e hau l  up  
on  our long l ine  gear .   We’ re  not  speci es o r  spec i es -complex exper t s ,  
e spec i a l l y ou r  c rew on  deck .   

We w ant  expans ion  of  the  ICA percentages ,  or  MRA or whatever  
regu la tory  mechani sm you  use  to  a l l ow  th i s  unres tr i c ted  access ;  i . e .  no  
pena l t i e s  f or  any  re ten t ion  year  around,  f or  these  non- target  rockf i sh  
– as  spec i es  or  complex  managed.   I f  you  wan t  to  se t  as ide  10% of  the  
t o t a l  rock f i sh  TAC,  8% or  whatever ,  t ha t ’ s  ok  too . (Why n o t  20%?)   J us t  
make  i t  s imple  fo r  u s  t o  keep  them and de l ive r  a l l  o f  ou r  rock f i sh  
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shores ide .

W hi l e  I  unders t and  you  apparen t ly have no  sa y over  t he  p rocesso r -bu yers ,  
no r  over  f a i r  p r i c ing ,  even  though  i t  s eems  a t  odds wi th  the  economic  
rea l i t i e s  tha t  you  have  awarded  p rocesso r  quotas  r i gh ts  – l ike  in  my c rab  
f i she r i es  – that  a re  noncompet i t ive  o r  o the r  an t i compet i t ive  p rac t i ces .   
P l enar y power  i n  t he  bu yers ’  marke t  i s  a  fo rm o f  p r i ce -mak ing  in  
v io l a t i on  o f  an t i t rus t  p r inc ip l es .   

Fo r  t hese valuable  rock f i sh ,  we  mere l y ge t  a  f ew d imes  per  pound  in  
Alaska  – poor  compensa t ion  and  an  un fa i r  p r i ce  abou t  which  we  can  do  
no th ing .   Some p rocesso rs  even  in s t ruc t  longl ine r s  “don’ t  b r ing  your  
rockf i sh  he re !” You know man y o f  t hem a re  100% fo re ign  owned.   Tha t ’s  
pa thet i c  when i t  comes  to  Na t ional  S t andard  1  and  what ’ s  bes t  fo r  t he  
na t ion .   Why res t r i c t  us  to  t he  ca r t e l  o f  sho res ide  p l an t s?   What  wi l l  
changing  ocean  cond i t i ons  mean?

It ’ s  p roh ib i t i ve l y expens ive  in  t ime and  money to  a t t end  the  Oc tober  
s es s ion , and  hard  t o  ge t  1 ,500  p lus  l ongl ine r s  publ i c l y i nvo lved ,  bu t  i t  i s
such  a  s imple  mat t er .   Jus t  f ix  i t  p l ease .  Hook  and  l i ne  shou ld  not  have  to  
be  encumbered  b y the  r id i cu lous  Trawl  Rockf i sh  P rogram,  b y low ICA 
percen tages  o r  o ther  i nadequaci es .  Confus ion  a l read y may cause  some 
f i she rmen  to  unknowingl y d i sca rd  rockf i sh  in  the  fu l l  r e t en t ion  ca t egor y.   
A t  t he  l eas t ,  s evera l  have men t ioned  a  need  fo r  a  spec i a l  pub l i ca t ion  o f  
Unders t anding  Longl ine  Re ten t ion  o f  Rockf i sh ,  so  they can  know what  t o  
p roper l y do ,  ending  the  confus ion  made  b y the  Rockf i sh  Program e t c .

I  am ce r t a in  you  know o f  t he  p r imar y focus  on  t r awle r s  and  how 
longl ine r s  go t  r e l ega t ed  to the  i nsu l t i ng desc r ip t ion  o f  “en t r y l eve l . ”  But  
a t  73 ,  and  wi th  over  40  yea rs  f i sh ing  ou t  o f  Kod iak ,  i t ’ s  (a lmos t )  k ind  o f  
n i ce  t o  be  cons ide red  a  k id  aga in .

Or p lease  te l l  me  i f  w e must  put  f or th  a  f ormal  proposa l  for  s taf f  
ta sking  in  December .   Know tha t  I  speak  fo r  o the rs  i n  t he  longl ine  f l ee t .

Respect fu l ly yours ,

Ludger W. Dochtermann; POB 714; Kodiak, AK 99615  Tel: 907-486-5450


