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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
PO. Box 21668 
Juneau, Alaska 99802-1668 

March 29, 2013 

Eric Olson, Chairman 
Chris Oliver, Executive Director 
North Pacific Fishery Management Council 
605 W. Fourth Avenue, Suite 306 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear ·Chairman Olson and Mr. Oliver: 

At its February 2013 meeting, the North Pacific Fishery Management Council (Council) 
considered a draft analysis examining active participation requirements for persons acquiring or 
holding vessel owner quota share in the BSAI crab fisheries (agenda item C-4(b)) and a 
discussion paper considering measures for BSAI crab cooperatives to address various crew 
issues (agenda item C-4(c)). As you know, the Council decided to talce no further action on 
either of these agenda items. However, the Council passed a motion requesting that each 
cooperative in the Crab Rationaliz.ation program voluntarily provide an annual report to the 
Council that describes the measures the cooperative is taking "to facilitate the transfer of quota 
share to active participants and crew members" and "available measures which affect high lease 
rates and crew compensation." The motion also states that the reports should describe the 
"effectiveness of the measures implemented through the cooperatives, the estimated level of 
member participation in any voluntary measures, and include supporting information and data." 
According to the Council's February 2013 newsletter, these reports are to be provided to the 
Council at its October meeting. 

During Council deliberation on the motion, NOAA General Counsel expressed a concern that the 
Council's motion may be a collection of information subject to the requirements of the 
Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA). She indicated that further research would be needed to make a 
definitive determination and that the agency would report back to the Council on our findings. 

We have had an opportunity to examine the requirements of the PRA and its implementing 
regulations. Based on that review, and with guidance from NOAA General Counsel, we have 
determined that the motion passed by the Council and described above constitutes a collection of 
information subject to the review and approval requirements of the PRA. The following 
paragraphs provide additional explanation for our determination. 
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The PRA applies to (1) agency (2) collections of (3) infonnation using identical questions posed 
to, or reporting or recordkeeping requirements imposed on, ( 4) ten or more persons. The 
Department of Commerce and NOAA have long considered councils to be "agencies" for 
pmposes of the PRA. PRA regulations at 5 C.F.R. § 1320.3(h) define "infonnation" as "any 
statement or estimate of fact or opinion, regardless of form or format, and whether oral or 
maintained on paper, electronic or other media." PRA regulations at S C.F.R. § 1320.3(c) define 
a "collection of information" as " ... soliciting ... the disclosure to an agency ... of information 
... for an agency by means of identical questions posed to, or identical reporting, recordkeeping, 
or disclosure requirements imposed on, ten or more persons, whether such collection of 
information is mandatory, voluntary, or required to obtain or retain a benefit.'' "Collection of 
information" includes "any requirement or request for persons to obtain, maintain, retain, report, 
or publicly disclose information.,, Id The Council's motion requests each crab cooperative to 
voluntarily submit to the Council statements or estimates of fact or opinion concerning various 
measures taken by the cooperative and is an agency collection of information under the PRA. 
The fact that the Council's request for this information is voluntary does not exempt it from the 
requirements of the PRA. 

As to the last criterion, NOAA General Counsel noted during the February meeting that the 
Council's motion may be exempt from the PRA because there are currently less than ten crab 
cooperatives.1 Our additional research revealed that PRA regulations at S C.F.R. § 1320.3(c)(4) 
state that ''ten or more persons" refers to "the persons to whom a collection of information is 
addressed by the agency within any 12-month period, and to any independent entities to which 
the initial addressee may reasonably be expected to transmit the collection of information during 
that period .... " Furthermore, regulations at S C.F .R. § 1320( c )( 4)(ii) state that if a collection of 
information is addressed to all or a substantial majority of an industry, the collection is presumed 
to be addressed to ten or more persons. The Council's motion is directed to the crab 
cooperatives, but these cooperatives will have to tum to their members to obtain the information 
requested by the Council. Also, NMFS currently issues over 99 percent of the individual fishing 
quota aonualll issued in all crab fisheries under the Crab Rationali7.ation Program to these crab 
cooperatives. Therefore, we have determined that the collection of information is addressed to 
ten or more persons, thus triggering the review and approval requirements of the PRA. I have 
attached a copy of a memorandum from the Administrator of the Office of Management and 
Budget (0MB), which provides a concise summary of the central requirements of the PRA that 
may assist the Council in the development of future information collections. 

1 Crab cooperatives are "persons" under the PRA. Regulations at S C.F.R. § 13203(k) define ''person't as 
"an individual, partnership, association, corporation .•. business trust, or legal representative, an organiad group of 
individuals, a State, tenitorial, tn"bal, or local government or branch thereo( or a political subdivision of a Sta~ 
territory, tnbal, or local government or a branch ofa political subdivision." ~ 

1 Initial Review Draft of Provisions Defining Active Participation Requirements for the Acquisition and r ' 
Use of Owner Shares, prepared for agenda item C-4(b) at the February 2013 Council meeting, at page 9. 
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Personnel within the NlvfFS Alaska Regio~ Sustainable Fisheries Division have begun 
preparation of the documents needed to obtain O:tvm review and approval of this new annual 
report from crab cooperatives. We believe that review and approval of this c_ollection of 
information can be completed prior to the Council's October 2013 meeting. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
d,v1ames W. Balsiger, PhD 
1)'"' .Administrator, Alaska Region 

Attachment: Office of Management and Budget Memorandum dated April 7, 2010 

cc: Lisa Lindeman: NOAA General Counsel, Alaska Section 
cc: Leonard Herzog: Alaska King Crab Harvesters Cooperative 
cc: Sandra Toomey: Aleutian Oold Crab Cooperative 
cc: Trevor McCabe: Coastal Villages Crab Cooperative 
cc: Rob Rogers: Crab Producers and Harvesters LLC 
cc: Edward Poulsen: Dog Boat Cooperative 
cc: Tim Abena: Independent Crabber's Cooperative 
cc: Erling Jacobsen: Inter-Cooperative Exchange 
cc: Mary Mezich: R & B Cooperative 
cc: Christian Asay: Trident Affiliated Crab Harvesting Corporation 
cc: Mark Gleason: Alaska Bering Sea Crabbers 
cc: Ruth Christiansen: Alaska Bering Sea Crabbers 

3 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

ADMJNISTRATOR 
OFFICEOF 

INFORMATION AND 
REGULATORY 

AFFAIRS April 7, 2010 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE HEADS OF BXBCUTIVB DBPAR.TMBNTS AND AGBNCIBS, 
AND INDBPBNDENT REGULATORY AGENCIES 

Cass R. Sunstein /4 ~ . y;.,,-- . FROM: 
Administrator · 

SUBJECT: Information Collection und~ the Paperwork Reduction Act 

On Jan~.~l, 2009, the ·Presi~t issued a.memo~um calling for the es~blishment of 
"a system of transparency, public participation, and collabora,f;je>n."1 11te ~emom.ndumrequired 
an Open Government Directive to be issued by the Director of the Office of Management and 
Budget (0MB), instructing "execu~ve departments and agencies to take specific actions 
implementing the principles set forth in this memorandum." 

' •• : '. : ' • • • 4 • • ~ ~ ,., • '~ ' • 

Implementing the President's memorandum,- OMB's Open-Government Directive 
requires a series·of measures to promote the-commibnents·.to· transparency, participation,:and . 
collaboration. 2 Sectio,;i 4 Qf the Directive specifically instructs the Administrator of the Oflice of . 
lilformationand·Regulatory Affairs (OIRAtto·•nview existing 0MB policies, such as · 
Paperwork Reduction Act guidance and privacy guidance, to identify impediments to open 
government an4 to the use of new technologies and, where necessary, issue clarifying guidance 
and/or propose revisi!Jns to such policies, to pro~ote greater opeliiiess in gov~ent." · 

; . • • • . ,• ' • • 1 . • ... 

This Memorandum responds to ~t-requiJ'e.ment by·offering clarifying.guidance with·. 
respect to the Pap~ork Reduction Act of-1995 .(PRA)3 in order.to specify·ibfcentral · 
~eilts ind to incre~e trinsp~ncy ~4 ·o~~s. . ~ ... - -. . - . 

• • .. • 'r • • • •., •=- •.. • I • 

The PRA was design~ an,;i~ng.~~dhi~g~.~ to; "e~,tJie,~~est possible public . 
benefit from ~dmaximize ~e utility of iiifonD8ti~p:c(eated;.collected,· ~tainect,. used, shared 
and diss~ by or for flle Fed~ _Govem,inent'? an~--to ~~ve die ·quality ~d _use of ·
Federal iilfoimation to-streil~en decisiooriialting~·accotmtamlify~aii-1 o~nness;in Government 
and society.'14 . Felleial agencies play a ciidcaf tole_ m_ 6olid11g mitfm11aa~g ~ormatic~1i' ~ . 
order to promote openness, reduce burdenn~n.tpe. pul,lic,-bJ.crease pl'!)grim efficiency and 

1 Avail~le at hUp;//www,mgac;cess.gov/presdacs/2009/DCPD20090001Q.pdf. 
2 Available at http:/OOYY{.whlt,:bguse,gpy/omb/aisetslnieriJorimda- 2010/mtO-O§.pdf. 
J 44 U.S.C. chapter 35; see S CFll Part 1320. · 
4 44 u.s.c. § 3501. 

http:/OOYY{.whlt,:bguse,gpy/omb/aisetslnieriJorimda-2010/mtO-O�.pdf
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effectiveness, and improve the integrity, quality, and utility of information to all users within and 
outside the government. 5 

Before requiring or requesting information from the public, the PRA requires Federal 
agencies' (1) to seek public comment on proposed collections and (2) to submit proposed 
collections for review and approval by the Office of Management and Budget (O:MB). O:MB's 
Office of Information and Regulatoty Aifairs_(OIRA) reviews agency information collection 
requests for approval or disapproval When 0MB approves an infol'IDJltion collection, it assigns 
an 0MB control number7 that the agency must display on the information collection. 8 0MB has 
issued regulations and guidance to promote ag~ncy compUance with the PRA.' 

~ . . ' . . .. . ' 

What counts as "information" under the PRA? 

0MB regulations define ''infomiation" as "any stateme~t or estimate of fact or opinion; 
regardless of form or format, whether in numerical, f!Phic, or narrative form, and whether oral 
or maintained on paper, electronic or other media. "1 This categoey includes: 

(1) requests for infonnation to be sent to the govemJDent, such as fo~ (e.g., the lRS 1040), 
written reports ( e.g., grantee performance reports), and surveys ( e.g., the CeDSUS); 

(2) recordkeeping requirements (e.g., OSHA requirements that employers maintain records 
of workplace •~~ents); an~ 

(3) third-party or public disclosures.(e.g., nutrition-labeliitg requirements for food). 11 

The PRA applies to collections of hiformation using identical questions posed to, or 
reporting-or J:eCOrdkeeping requirements·-imposechm/'ten-or more persons."12 For the purpose 
of counting the number ofresponden~, ageqci~-sh~uld consider the number of respondents 
within any 11 month period. If a collection'ofiliformation is addressed to all or.a substantial 

w.,, -----€· -· -,. .. --... -··· • .. 

0 J 44 U.S.C. § 3506(b). ,• • • ; ' ' 

6 With some excepdous, the PRA applies to uany executive d~ent, military department, Oovemment 
coq,omtion, Government controlled coxporatiou, or other:cstablish:mmt in the executive branch of the Government 
linclwlins ~~Bx~~-Ofi;ice~ftheh,esi~)~~r.ajlY,J~@sp~ts,~tmy._ag9Y.~·:+J.µ~.<:;~.§:3502(1). 
i The 0MB Conirol Nuintier is two four7"igit co~ g~.J,y_a ~Ii~~-:™ fiid..~ur.digi~ .i~ntity_~e 
sponsoring agency and bureau, and the second four~.tside'iitify'tliopilrliciltafcolloctioii~· Tile.public can find 
OMB's inven~iy of ~ly approve,d col1C91ions, with' QMB"control numbers. online at http://www.reginfo.gov. 
1 The PRkp~liibits agencies ~m periali~ng~91" ~yinj_aib~~t toi(J)' ... whcf~il to .~nci to Fedeml 
collections of information that do not display:valid o:Mil:mntrolnuinbefs and~). those who·havo not been informed 
that a ~~e is_~o.t ~ uni~~ ~-~ll~~~-o(~-~ii:cilsplays•_."'ijd co~I iiumber.--Lit;ipnts may 
raise~ ;µ~Uc; ~~~~~.~tpny~A~•~ ,~~~-~~•~~)~i~ ~~. ~~;µ.~.c. 
§ 3S12(b); ~terfo.r~ut~Safe!Y'!·~, ~:P'.~d-~~~-'r.c;~.-~0~l); "Sflco•Jlt.lirCel{.ularlnc. "· FCC, 1~3 
F.3d25 (D.C.~-11998); · ·.· ... -. '• ·;, .. - ·, · ._ · .· .... :: · · .. · > .. ,. •,. • --

. 'Please see'OIRA's website:-http://www~whitehouse.gov/onib/infoieg_defimlt/. · . 
10 S C.F .R. l320.3(b). . 
11 See S C.F.R. 1320.l(c). . 
12 44 U.S.C. §_3S02(3)(AXi). Under the PRJ\.~erson" ~-~ individual, pattnenbfp, association, cmporation, 
business tnJst. or legal mp~tive, _an orgamzed:gtoup of mdivfcluals, a State, ~rial.. tn1,~or-local . 
government or branch thereof; or a political subdivision,of a Slate, tmitoiy, tn1>al, or local goveiumeait or a branch 
of a political subdivision." 44 U.S.C. § 3502(10). 
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majority of an industry or sector in a 12 month period, ~t collection is presumed to be ·. 
addressed to ten or more-persons. 13 . - . . . 

The requirements. of the PRA apply to voluntary collections as well as to mandatory 
coll~ons and conectiQns ~~ to Qbtain a-F~e,al.benefit (e.g., a job, a gr.ant, a contract). 14 

In implementing proJP.111 activities, _agencies should.be aware of the applicability of the PRA 
and a~s PRA compliance in ~ufficlent time to solicit an~ ~ond ~-public comment 15 

What does not countas infonnation under; the PRA? 

. qt113,re~tjo,;is ~~ify ,. num~ of iten.is -tl;l~ ~ generaily ~ot "inf~~on" .under 
the PRA. Important examples are • . . - . . 

• . affidavits, receipts~ changes of address~ Oi consents; 
• tests of;tJi~ apti~, abilities, or ~«>~!~g~· ~{persons; and . ·'' ,. .. 
• facts ·or opinions that ~ (1) subnutted: iil; ~Otlsti to general ~olic~tatioiis of public 

commentS, 17 (2)' addressed to· a smgle:p6lson~ '(3) obtiuifed of soncited ·at or'in 
connection with public .heirings· or meetings; (4)·oo&tinea'thiougih~tJtbservation 
by the agency ( e.g., through· ~ual inspection to detennine how long it takes for 

· people to comple~ a sp~ific transaction);_ or (5)_ obta~ed from p~~ipmts iii clinical 
trials (which typically do- not ~volve answers tQ "identical questions~'). · 

:. -,,'::. .. • ,. ..-.. I .. . ·_ :'·_:'·-

It is worth emphasizing that facts-or opinions. ob~e4 in connectie>n wi~ public 
meetings do not count as "info~f:ion;~' This:•'publicfm~g'' exception aq9ws agencies to 
engage with the·pUblic OD the -Internet so long as:the engagement is-the functional equivalent of a 
public meeting (i.e., not a survey). In addition, it is ~portant to underline that general 
so~c!tatj_~Jl!, ~~~~-~-F_~tlera! ~eat!~~r_!}~~~~ -~~ ~9! _triggC!:~~ ~~_I! f~JJo~--~~~~g~_~e~ ___ _ 
may offer the publi~:~pportunities:t~,.p~'i~~-gep~~;q;o~~~ ;~n_,~li~cµs~io~,tqp~~s ~up the 
Internet. More generally, ·agencies mayus«,social 'media ana\veb-based technologies in a 
variety of specific ways without triggering theJ'iRA}k - · · - · · . · · : 

t, .· •~. . . I • • '· ·•: '·• __ : . • , ·'• •· .i.~:., •·; .' ;:r~•_',l]"·t/ .~· . ·.· .. 

What information-collec;tions do not require (?MB~IJ?proval? 

By ;,~~~l~e:P~ d~es ~~t -•~ply. ~o ~91!d.·~ --~f inf.omi~op __ ~qe~~~. 0¥8 ., 
approval. is•·not ~~ ~or hlf onniitio~ collecti~~s ~~, ~-f ~~.;i-~a,;~~~~~~?,~~~ -~r;. 
prosecution, dming a civtl action to which the Umt~ States 1s a party, or dunng the conduct of 
intelljg~:Pce a~vJ~~--1

' .Agency ~llectio~-from-?~g~~es, ins~entalities, oremp~yees of 
. . . ·-·~· .. 

IJ 5 Cf Jf IJJ()j(~~Xfi}. . . . . 
14 See 44 ttS~C. § 3502(3);' 5 C~P.R: 1320.J(c). 
u Given ~t the required public comment periods to1Bl 90 days, agencies should plan for at least 90 days plus time 
to respond to comments and Clllestions that arise during 0MB review. · · · · 
15 s._ C.FJ\A320.3{h);:Pleasc·sec ~: A~ for.~ _regulatoiy_text. •, . , · -
17 Documents ~-as Advance Noti~ of Proposed~~-~ -(or.Co~~~--R~ for -
lnfonnatio~ and Notices of ProposecUlulemakilig ue·pn~'ilot infoiliiation collectio~ : ·· 
11 For additional hdbtmation, sec OIRA Memorandum on ·Social Media, Web-Based lnteractfve Technologies, and 
the Paperwork Reduction Act, available at http://www.whitehous~gov/ombfmfo?eLdefault/. · · · 
19 44 U.S.C. § 3518(c). Please see the Appendix for the statutoiy exemptiom. 
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the United States•' in their official capacities me ~rally not subject to the PRA, unless those 
collections are for "general statistical pmposes." 0 It is worth emphasizing that agencies may ask 
for facts and opinions of Federal employees without triggering the PRA. 

What are the public notice.arul'comment requirements for information collection requests? 
....... 

To obta~ th~ pu\,lic'd~p~t ~nan agency's proposal to ~llect hu'oniiation, the ;PRA 
generally requires the agency to publish a 60-day notice in the Federal Register soliciting public 
comment on the agency's proposed collection. The notice must mclµ~-a specific reqµ• that 
the public evaluate whe~er ~he P19posed collection of infonnation is necessary; eval1:J8~ _the 
accuracy of the agency's estimate of the burden that the collection would impose··on iespo~ts; 
comment on how to enhance the quality, utility, and clarity of the mfoiniation to.be' collected; 
and comment on how to minhnize ~e b~den of the collection of iuff:)~OD. 21 

After conclusion of ~e _6~y ~IDD:lent period and f:he ~g~cy's i~~ consideration 
of the public's comments, the~agency submits the collection to 0MB and publishes a second 
Federal Register. notice to aimounce.the start of 0MB review. 22 This second notice informs the 

..... _ ... • • ~ ,!; ~•.1. • ... , ...,•~-"'~ ... •.,·"' ... ,. -~-:. . . ~: • • .•. :. , . • 1 .;;••·· '· •• 1 

public a~ut how t~:~~b~~~~~~~ to_O}48 ~d. infonns the public that OMB'may act on the 
ag~cy's request· on:ly-1l~ the)~y comment period~ closed. . 

. . - . _; 

. ~ . . . 

Agen,r.y 
Develops 

Information 
Collection 
Requost 

. •I • • · Agency 
60-day Federal Considers 

· f:teglster Notice. •. •• Public 
. : .. _. . . . - . -:': :. . Comments 

. ·ao.:ctav Federal · 
: Register' Notice 

& 

SubmlttoOMB 
for Review 

OMBRevlew 

-·•- -· ·. '~ .. 

When and how may the pupiic notice'•and COJlllP:ePt requirements &e·redu~? 
,: > ••• ,:-: ' . {'... ., •• H •'.. ', • ' ~ l ' ' :· .' • ~ ' ' ',; -~ 

Under certain circumstances,· an agency head or designee may:requ~t that it:be p~ed 
to seek expedited, or "emergency," q~ .re~ew ~fan info~tio~ collecti~n req~est. ~en 
expedited review is granted, the:agency must taJ.ce all practicable steps·to coiisultwi1lf1nembers 
of the pµ~~c, ~\!~ ~~--:~!,~~ ~E, if~~-s~, w~~~- tlte. P'1b,ljc co~~~ -~~ents. 23 

Andwhenreview·ise .. ,edit~•oNm···acts· m ·t1 tbroughii1suitibl ·stteaiilliiiecr·'· ··· . 
consistent with th~ ·.~itsfdlttiiPitA.· ~ ... P.,:~. · · _.·.·: · · · -,:Y · .. , · !: -·~::~-- ·_ 

P..... ~::-::· ... : ~1.-,:.- .,. .• .. . , : , · . · . · _::· ..... ~:. ·.. . . : . 

0MB may grant exp~~:~ew if ·"Ci) Public haniiis reasonably likelyto result.if. -
normal clearance procedures ateJollowed; (it) An unanticipated event has occurred;·~rflii)-The 
use of normal clearance procedures is reasonably likely to prevent or disrupt the coltectio.p of 
infonnation or is reasonably likely to cause a statutory or court ~~erect deadlbi~ to~ roi~~~24 

• .- • • - ~ : r• - ·.:• 

20 44 u.s.c. § 3502(3XA). . . ··--· . •. . . · - ·. · . ·.. :.- . . -
21 44 U.S.C. § 3S06(cX2)(A). ~• new information c:ollection is associ~tecl witti·a proposed nfle,·O~ regulations 
requin, that only one notice b~ published.-Ageilcles include this PRA notice in the-pieamble to the-proposed rule and 
comments are directed to OMB~·:&e·44·U.S.C. § 3S06{c)(2)(B); S CF.R. 1320.J.t. -: -~---· ... ~ 
21 44U.S.C.§3507(a)(l)(D).~· ·;· ... {-:-. .. · · ' '··. ,, . · .. .:•.J 

21 SCfB.1320.13(c)and(d). : .. · ,,:. · 
24 44 u.s.c. §'3507(]1; s c.P.R. l320. t3(aX2). 
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As these situations arise, agencies should consult with OIRA to select an approach that permits 
them to comply with the PRA while meeting their other obligations. 25 

An agency may also request a "generic clearance" in situations in w];iich (a). there is a 
need for multiple, slll:lilar low-burden collectioµs that do not raise substantiv~ or policy ~ues 
and (b) the specifics of each collection cannot be determined until shortly before the data are to 
be collected.· Generic clearances have proved useful for customer·satisfactioiuurveys, focus 
group testing,· and:·website usability surveys. To obtain ·a g~eric clearance, ~gencies provide the 
public with··opportunity for comment as required by-the·PRA an~ pro\'ide all info~tion that 
would allow for meaningful,.eomment, including a. description:of the need fot"the· collecjion, the 
general. nature of the collection; an ·estimate of the. overall burden, and a descriptid#. ofthe 
methodologies that will be used to collect the:d~ ~ approval'is granted'for tlie ·overall 
collectio~ individual collections that fall within the generic ciearance are reviewed on an · 
expedited basis and are not generally required to undergo t\uther public comment. Agencies are 
encouraged to consult with their 0MB desk oftic~ before developing a generic clearance to 
determine if it is appropriate. 

What does 0MB evaluate during its review of prOJ)Osecl collections? 

A central goal of 0MB review is to help agencies strike a balance bet\_Veen collecting 
information necessary to fulfill their statutory missions and guarding against unnecessary or 
duplicative infonnation that imposes unjustified costs on the American public. In this regard, 
OJRA ev~.._es whether the collection of information by the agency: 

• is necessary for the proper performance of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the infonnation has pnctical utility;26 · 

• minimizes the Federal information collection burden, with particular emphasis on 
· - those individuals and-entities most-adversely ~ected; and 

• maximizes the practical utilitv of and public benefit from infonuation collected by or 
for the Federal Government 2' 

OIRA also reviews the extent to which the information collection is consistent with 
applicable laws, regulations, and policies related to privacy, confidentiality, security, information 
quality, and statistical standards. In addition, 0MB coordinates efforts across Federal agencies 
in shared areas of interest and expertise. 

Under the PR.A. 0MB may approve a collection for up to three yeus at one time. 28 To 
extend the expiration date of a collection, an agency must pi!)vide the public with an opportunity 
to comment on the continuation of the collection, wi~ the two notices descnoed above, and 

25 Tbis1blcludes settins.~ schedule for. when _the agency will p~vi~ _the public with-opportunities for fbll notice and comment uncler the PRA. . · ·,: ·r·. · · 
21 440.S.C. I 3508. . . . .:•· 
IT 44 U'.S.C. §•3504. · · . · . . 
21 44 U.S.C. § 3507(8). Some approvals arc for shorter periods of time. In the case of 11emergency•" requests,. 0MB 
approvals are limited to six months. 44 U.S.C. § 3S07(j)(2). · · ·. 
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resubmit the information collection xequest. 29 The public may have access t~ an inventory of 
currently approved agency collections at http://www.regiofo.gov/public/do/PRAMain. 30 

What resources are available to provide assi§tance7 

OIRA provides guidance 9n its_web,it'?3
~ and, makes its staff available to.assist agencies 

in determining wh~~ tl,leir activities are informa~on collections under the PAA. When 
questio~ aris~ ab~ut the. appli_cability of the PRA, ~ age~cy~s internal resources, c09rdinated by 
the agency's Chi~flnformatiol).O~cer, ~ the.bestsources for pjdance an~.ass•~· B.y 
wQrldng:together,. for example, 0MB an4 th~ ~gentj~ have been ,ble'. to minimi7.e the number of 
PRA '1o~ti~ns. a,4 to bring agencies into comp~c~ w~ P:M viqlatio~s ~~ Fmaliy~-~~ 
PRA requires 0MB, to report to Congress annually on, the ;f:~e,nl;l Goye~ent~, ~jor ~~:vities 
under the A~ .. 1)is ~ort, the lnf~rma~onCollectj.~~ 8udget(ICB),•is _available~ o~•s 
website. · · · 

- ·- '!--- .• ; ~ i. ~ - ~ • 

2' Agencies may also discontinue collections at any time by submitting a short request to OMB~ 
30.To ensure .that the public iecord is accmate, agencies must~~ and OMB;must review, documentation-of all · 
proposed revisions to an active collection bc~re those revisions may~ ~temented. If the· agency ls~nslde~--
significant or subs~vc revisions to the collection, it must provide·the p~blic with an' oppo~ty. to comment.on 
the proposed ievisions, as it would with a new collection. For insiiDificant or mm-substantive changes, the agency 
is ilot required to seek public comment. · ; : • · 
31 http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/inforeLdefilult/ 
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Appendix 

Statutory Exemptions32 

(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), this subchapter shall not apply to the collection of 
infonnation- · 

(A) during the conduct of a Federal criminal investigation or prosecution, or dming the 
disposition of a particular-criminal matter; 
(B) during the conduct of-
(i) a civil action to which the United States or any official or agency thereof is a party; or 
(ii) an administrative action or investigation involving an agency against specific 
individuals or entities; 
(C) by compulsoiy process pursuant to the Antitrust avil Process Act and section 13 of 
the Federal Trade Commission Improvements Act of 1980; or 
(D) during the conduct of intelligence activities.as defined in section 3.4(e) of Executive 
Order No. 12333, issued December 4, 1981, or successor orders, or durini the conduct of 
cryptologic activities that are communications security activities. 

(2) 'Ibis subcbapter applies to the collection of information during the conduct of general 
investigations ( other than information collected in an antitrust investigation to the extent provided 
in subparagraph (C) of paragraph (I)) undertaken with reference to a category of individuals or 
entities such as a class of licensees or an endre industry. 

0MB Regulations 

0MB regulations specify categories of items that are generally not "information" under the PRA. 13 These 
categories include: 

{I) Affidavits, oaths, affinnations, certifications, receipts, changes of address, consents, or 
acknowledgments;,provided that they entail no burden other than that necessary.to identify-the- -. 
respondent, _the date, the respondent's address, and the nature of the instrument (by contrast, a 
certification would likely involve the collection of "infonnation" if an agency conducted or 
sponsored it as a ~tute for a collection of information to collect evidence ot or to monitor, 
compliance with regulatory standards, because such a certification would generally entail burden 
in addition to that necessmy to identify the respondent, the date, the respondent•s address, and the 
nature of the instrument); 

(2) Samples of products or of any other physical objects; 

(3) Facts or opinions obtained through direct observadon· by an employee or agent of the 
sponsoring agency or through nonstandardized oral commimication in connection with such 
direct observations; · · 

(4) Facts or opinions submitted in response to general solicitations of comments from the public, 
published in the Federal Register or other pub~cations, regardless of the form or format thereof, 
. provided that no person is_ required to supply specific info~on pertaining to the commenter, 
other than that necessary for self-identification, as a condition of the agency's fi.tll consideration 
of the comment; 

~\ D 44 U.S.C. § 3518(c). 
" S. C.P .R. 13203(b). 
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(S) Facts or opinions obtained initially or in follow-on requests, from individuals (including 
individuals in control groups) under treabnent or clinical examination in connection with research 
on or prophylaxis to prevent a clinical disorder, direct treatment of that disorder, or the 
interpre1ation of biological analyses of body fluids, tissues, or other specimens, or the 
identification or classification of such specimens; 

(6) A request for facts or opinions addressed to a single person; 

(7)':Bxaminations. designed to test the· aptitude, abilities, or knowledge of ~e persons tested and 
the collection ofinfonnation for identification or classification·in connection with such 
examinations; 

,'t· :··, .• : •• 

(B)•Fac;,~;9r.~opinions obtained-or solicited ,tor.in comiection with,.pubU~ h~ss or meetings; 

(~)-l~ac~.9r,.c;,p~~~ ~btained o~-~li~~-~o~~ no~~~~-f.~~~~-~ ~~ designed 
to clarifyiesponses to ~ved coll~ti~~ of hiformatio~ ~ . 

. '. . •·\-• ' 

{I0)'iDce it~ so designated by 0MB. 
: 't• , ... ~~·,: ·~1. :.- ;-. : ' .• .. . 

:1 .. · .. 

41, 1 .... •• -· .:- . ··---·- _,, .... _____ • , -- . J ·~ ·--. ,_, .,,.· ·-_ '.~' -···, ~ ,f- .,. • ..., •,. O•o O ....... 0 .... :· .J • . : •. - •- ••• _H..:._ -- --

.. . . : ,, . ~ .. _..._.· .. :·.·· : .. ~~· . 
· .. -.:- .. ~· · ... ; - -

:·,,~ : ..... 
• • r-· • :· ,. ' .. =.. • 

. ' _.·.- .. ··- -~ 

'..J .. • • • •:, • .,, : 

.,• .. : :.· • • ' ! ·~ • 

.... • ·r-
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AGENDAB-2 

NMFS Status of Actions Report NPFMC-April, 2013 
April 2013 

FMP Amendment Status: 
Actions Since Februaa 2013 

Date of 
Council 
Action 

Start 
Regional 
Review 

Transmittal Date 
of Action to 

NMFSHQfor 
Review 

Proposed FMP 
Amendment Notice 

of Availability 
Published in 

Proposed Rule 
Published in 

Federal Register 

Final Rule or Notice of 
Approval Published in 

Federal Register 

Federal Register 

Amendment 31 (KTC) April 2008 PR: 

C-Share Active 8/22/11 

Participation/application deadline 
modification 

Amendment 41 (KTC) 

Crab regional emergency relief 

Approved March 9, 2013 

December 
2010 

PR: 
4/13/12 

FR: 
3/29/13 

PR: 12/4/12 December 13, 2012 

77 FR 74161 

EOC: 2/11/13 

January 30, 2013 

77 FR6279 

EOC: 3/1/13 

Amendment 42 (KTC) February PR: PR: 3/7/13 March 12, 2013 March 21, 2013 

Crab EDR revisions 2012 9/4/12 78 FR 15677 78 FR 17341 

EOC: 5/13/13 EOC: 4/22/13 

Amendment 43 (KTC) and June 2012 PR: 
Amendment I 03 (BSAI) 3/29/13 

Pribiloflsland Blue King Crab 
Rebuilding 

Amendment 44 (KTC) February 
Modifications to Right-of-first- 2013 
refusal provisions 

Amendment 89 (GOA) 

Tanner crab protection and trawl 
sweep revisions 

October 
2010 

April 2012 

PR: 
9/10/12 
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NMFS Status of Actions Report 

FMP Amendment Status: 

Actions Since Februaa 2013 

Date of 
Council 
Action 

Start 

Regional 
Review 

Transmittal 
Date of 

Action to 
NMFSHQ 
for Review 

Proposed FMP 
Amendment Notice 

of Availability 
Published in Federal 

Register 

Proposed Rule 
Published in 

Federal Register 

Final Rule or Notice of 
Approval Published in Federal 

Register 

Amendment 94 (GOA) 
Revise CQE vessel use caps and 
implement other CQE-related 
regulatory amds (CQE Omnibus) 
JI 

October 
201 I 

PR: 7/20/12 PR: 2/15/12 February 22, 2013 
78 FR12287 

EOC: 4/23/13 

March 6, 2013 
78 FR 14490 
EOC: 4/5/13 

Amendment 95 (GOA) June 2012 

Halibut PSC management 

Amendment 99 (BSAI) 

Revise Freezer Longline LLP 
License Maximum Length 
Overall (Vessel Replacement) 

October 
2012 

Amendment 102 (BSAI) 
CQE Program in Area 48 (Adak) 
and Area 48 Fish-up 

February 
2012 

April 2012 

PR: 3/29/13 

Amendment xxx (BSAI) 

Skate HAPC 

February 
2013 

FMPonly 
HCD lead 

staff 

l'NMFS is consolidating three Council actions on the CQE Program into Amendment 94 and its associated proposed rule. In addition to the CQE vessel use caps, which are 
the subject of Amendment 94, this action will include the regulatory amendments to allow Area 3A CQEs to purchase D class halibut QS (Council final action in February 
2011) and to add three new CQE communities (Council final action in December 2010). 
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NMFS Status of Actions Report 

Regulatory Amendment Status: 
Actions Since Februaa 2013 

Date of Council 
Action 

Start 
Regional 
Review 

Transmittal Date 
of Action to 

NMFSHQfor 
Review 

Proposed Rule Published 
in Federal Register 

Final Rule Published in 
Federal Register 

Groundfish Regulatory Amendments 

Revisions to MRAs in the BSAI 
arrowtooth flounder fishery 

October 2010 PR: 8/12/11 
FR: 2/20/13 

PR: 8/28/12 September 14, 2012 

77 FR56798 

EOC: 10/15/12 

Remove GRS, modify reporting 

COMPLETED 

February 2011 PR: 8/11/11 
FR: 11/30/12 

PR: 9/21/12 
FR: 1/15/13 

October 15, 2012 
77 FR62482 

EOC: 11/14/12 

February 25, 2013 
78 FR 12627 

Effective: 3/31/13 

BSAI 2013/2014 Harvest 
Specifications 

COMPLETED 

Proposed: 
October 2012 

PR: 10/18/12 PR: 11/20/12 December 6, 2012 
77 FR 72791 
EOC: 1/7/13 

March 1, 2013 
78 FR 13813 

Effective: 3/1/13 

GOA 2013/2014 Harvest 
Specifications 

COMPLETED 

Proposed: 
October 2012 

PR: 10/18/12 PR: 11/20/12 December 5, 2012 
77 FR72791 
EOC: 1/4/13 

February 26, 2013 
78 FR 13162 

Effective: 2/26/13 

Western GOA Control Date for 
Trawl Fisheries (ANPR) 

COMPLETED 

February 2013 ANPR 
(Notice): 
2/20/2013 

ANPR (Notice): 
2/26/13 

March 21, 2013 
78 FR 17340 

Control Date: March 1, 2013 
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NMFS Status of Actions Report 

Regulatory Amendment Status: 

Actions Since Februan 2013 

Date of 
Council 
Action 

Start Regional 
Review 

Transmittal Date of 
Action to NMFS 
HQ for Review 

Proposed Rule 
Published in 

Federal Register 

Final Rule Published in 
Federal Register 

Halibut Regulatory Amendments 

Establish new minimum vessel 
ownership criteria for using hired 
skipper of 12 months and 20% 
interest 

December 
2007 

PR: 1/20112 PR: 10112/12 October 31, 2012 

77 FR65843 

EOC: 11130112 

Revise IFQ hired skipper provisions April 2011 PR: 9127112 PR: 3119113 

Revised Halibut Catch Sharing Plan 
for Areas 2C and 3A 

October 2012 PR: 3129113 

International Pacific Halibut 
Commission Annual Management 
Measures 
COMPLETED 

January 2013 FR: l/1912013 FR: 3/7/13 NIA March 15, 2013 

78 FR 16423 

Effective: 3115113 

Guideline Harvest Level Notice for 
Area 2C and 3A ( corrected) 
COMPLETED 

NIA March 26, 2013 
78 FR 18323 
Notice only 



Bering Sea Aleutian Islands Catch Report National Marine Fisheries Service 
(includes CDQ) Alaska Region, Sustainable Fisheries 

Catch Accounting 
Through: 23-MAR-2013 

Bering Sea 

Rcmuining l.nsl Weck 
Scusons Accounl Totnl Culc:h Quoin Quoin % Tukcn Cnlch 

O1hcr Rock fish (inclmks CDQ) 17 400 383 -1% 2 

Pacific Ocean Perch (includes CDQ) 86 8, 130 R.044 1% 14 

Sahlclish (I lnnk-and-Line and Pol) 0 632 632 0% 0 

Suhlclish CDQ (I look-and-Line and 1'01) 0 15!! 15!! 0% 0 

Sahlelish (Trawl) 0 672 672 0% 0 

Sahlclish CDQ (Trawl) () 59 59 o•~~ (} 

(ireenland Turlml 12 1.369 1.357 1% 0 

(irccnland Turhnl CD(.) 0 172 172 (JUI 
10 () 

X Pnllnck. J\FJ\ Inshore 171.950 5-19.55 1 377.60 I 3 1% 17..J-17 

X Pollock, J\FJ\ Calcher l'mcessnr 1-1!!..J')(, 439.6-10 291.1.J.J 34% :l<,.2 15 

X l'nllnck, Al' A Mnlhcrship J!!.!!32 109.'JI0 71,07!! 35% (,.-171) 

X l'nllnck CD(.) -1 7,973 126.<,00 7!!.627 3M% 3.(,!!-1 

Pollock, lncidcnlal Calch. 11t111-llng.oslof(includcs CDQ) 13,J0-1 33,M,<J 20,365 40'¼, 1. 130 

l'nllnck, Tncidcnlal Calch, llng.nsh11' ( includes CDQ) 0 100 100 0% 0 

Page I 

Note: All weighls are in 111e1ric tons. Report run on: March 29.201 3 I :35 AM 



Bering Sea Aleutian Islands Catch Report 
Nationa l Marine Fisheries Service 

(includes CDQ) Alaska Region, Sust:iinable Fisheries 
Catch Accounting Through: 23-MAR-20 13 

Aleutian Islands 

Seasons Account Total Catch Quota 
Remaining 

Quota % Taken 
Lust Weck 

Catch 

Other Rockfish (inclulk s CDQ) 4 1 473 432 9% 11 
Pacific Ocean Perch, Eastern 968 8,742 7,774 11 % 71 
Pacific Ocean Perch. Eastern CDQ 38 1.048 1,0 10 4% 0 
Pacific Ocea n Perch, Central 0 6,233 6.233 0% 0 
Pacific Ocean Pe rch. Cent ral CDQ 0 747 747 0% 0 
l'acilic Ocean Perch. Western 0 9. 109 9. 109 0% 0 
Paci lie Ocean Perch, Western CDQ 0 l ,OIJ I 1.09 1 0% 0 
Rougheyc Rocklish (includes CDQ) - BS + Eastern 3 169 166 2% 0 
Roughcye Rock fish (includes CDQ) - Central + Western 0 209 209 0% 0 
Atka Mackerel, Eastern (Jig) 0 70 70 0% 0 
Atka Mackerel, Eastern ICA 3 1,000 997 0% 0 

X Atka Mackerel, Eastern (Trawl) 2,77 1 14,02 1 I 1,250 20% 953 
X Atka Mackerel, Eastern CDQ 0 1,808 1.1!08 0%, 0 

Atka Mackerel. Central ICA 0 75 75 0% 0 
X Atka Mackerel, Central (Trawl) 0 6,640 6,640 0% () 
X Atka Mackerel , Central CDQ 0 805 805 0% 0 

Atka Mm:kcrcl, Western ICA 0 40 40 0% 0 
X Atka Mackerel. Western (Trawl) 0 1,300 1,300 0% 0 
X Atka Mackere l. Western CDQ 0 16 1 16 1 0% 0 

Sahlclish (I look-and-Linc and Pot) 1,284 1.283 0% I 
Sahlefish CDQ (I-look-and-Linc and Pot) 0 32 1 32 1 0% () 
Sahlc lish (Trawl) 3 455 452 1% 0 
Sablelish CDQ (Trawl) () .I() -IO 0% 0 
Greenland Turbot (includes CDQ) I 383 382 0% 

X Pollm:k 0 5.000 5,000 0% () 

X Pollock CDQ () () 0 0% 0 
X Pollock, Incidental Catd1 (includes CDQ) 2 10 1.600 1,390 13% .j 

Page 2 

Note: All weights are in metric tons. Report run on: March 29.20 13 I :35 AM 



Bering Sea Aleutian Islands Catch Report National Marine Fisheries Service 
(includes CDQ) Alaslrn Region, Sustainable Fisheries 

Catch Accounting 
Through: 23-MAR-2013 

Bering Sea A leutian Islands 

Rcmnining Lnsl Weck 
Scnsons :\ccounl Totn l ( 'n tch Quoin Quoin % Tukcn Catch 

Alaska Plaice (includes CDQ) 8,439 17.000 8.56 1 50% 664 

/\rrowtooth Flounder 1,664 2 1.250 19.586 8% -14 

/\rrowtooth Flounder CDQ 76 2.675 2,599 3% 4 

Flathead Sole 5,696 20.270 1-1,574 28% 229 

Flathead Sole CDQ 202 2,-129 2,227 8% Ill 

Ka111cha1ka Flounder (includes COQ) 184 K,500 8,3 16 201., 8 

Northern Rocklish (inclmlcs CDQ) 75 3.000 2.925 3% 23 

Other Flalfish (includes CDQ) 452 2.975 2,523 15% 16 

X Pacilic Cod. Catcher Processor (/\mend111cn1 80) 6.425 31, 11 2 24,687 21% 932 

X Paci tic Cod, Catcher Processor (/\Fl\) 4.167 5.340 1.173 78% 370 

X Paci fic Cod, Catcher Vessel (Trawl) 35,655 5 1.312 15.657 69% 200 

X Pacific Cod, Catcher Processor (llook-and-1.inc) -14 .707 11 2,67 1 67,964 40% 3.049 

X P:u.:i fic Cod. Catcher Vessel (Hook-and-Linc >= 60 fl) 0 -163 463 0% 0 

X Pa..:i lic Cod. Catcher Processor (Pol) 1.840 3.470 1.630 53% 0 

X Paci fic Cod. Catcher Vesse l (Pol >= 60 fl) 9,900 19.434 9.534 51% 0 

X Pa..:i lie Cod (J il!) 8 1.45 1 1.443 1% 0 

Pacific Cod (I look-and-Linc and 1'01 < 60 fl) 6,996 6.427 -569 109% 122 

Pacifk Cod, Incidental Catch (Houk-and-Line and Pot) 0 500 500 0% 0 

Paci lie Cod CDQ 9 ,352 27,820 18,468 34% 883 

Rock Sok 35,575 82.495 46,920 43% 3,126 

Rm:k Sole C DQ 1.43 1 9.IIRS 8.454 14% 173 

Shorlrakcr Rockfish (includes CDQ) 6 370 364 2% 0 

Yellowfin Sole 32.057 176.Rl -1 144.757 18% 2.969 

Ycllowfin Sole CDQ 2.625 2 1.1 86 18,56 1 12% 34 

Octopus (inc ludes CDQ) ')8 500 -102 20% 2 
Seulpin (includes CDQ) 1,799 5.600 3.801 32% 179 

Shark (includes CDQ) 15 100 85 I Sl!~ 3 

Skale (includes CDQ) 10.743 24.000 13.257 -15% 772 

Squid (includ1:s CDQ) 10 595 5K5 2% 0 

Total: 644,904 1,993,530 1,348,626 32% 69,822 

Other flattish: all flatfish except Paci li e hal ibut, flathead sole, Greenland turbo t, rock so le, yellowfin so le, Kamchatka llo undcr, arrowtooth 
flounder, and A laska plaice. 

Other rock fi sh : all Sebastes and Sebas tolo bus species except fo r Pac ific ocean perch. northern, sho rtrnker, and roug heye rock fish . 

For changes to the harvest specificatio ns refer to hllp://alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/2012/ hschanges.hlm 

Page 3 

Note: A II weights are in metric tons. Repo rt run o n: March 29, 20 13 I :35 AM 



,,<J M~ Bering Sea A leutian Islands 
National Marine Fisheries Service 

Prohibited Species Report Alaska Region, Sustainable Fisheries (~ (includes CDQ) Catch Accounting ~ ,A' 

Through: 23-MAR-20 I 3 

Chinook Salmon 

Trawl Gear 
Scusons ,\ccounl l lnits Totnl C'ntch Limit Rcmuinini: % Tukcn Lust Weck 

Cntch 

X BS Pollock (Pelagic) Count 6,320 55, 104 48,784 11% 599 

X BS Chinook Salmon PSQ Count 442 4,896 4,454 9% IOI 
Al Pollock (Pelagic) Count 0 647 647 0% 0 

Al Chinook Salmon PSQ Count 0 53 53 0% 0 
6,762 60,700 53,938 11 % 700 Total: 

Halibu t Mortality 

Non-Trawl Gear 
Scusons ,\ccounl tlnils Tolnl Cntch Limit Rcmainini: % Tnkcn Lu~t Weck 

Catch 

Halibut Mortality (Non-Trawl) MT 135 833 698 16% 6 
135 833 698 16% 6 Total: 

Trawl Gear 
Scnsons ,\ccounl l lnils Total Catch Limit Rcmainini: % Tu ken Lust Weck 

('ntc 

Halibut Mortality (Trawl) MT 938 3,200 2,262 29% 38 
938 3,200 2,262 29% Total: 38 

Trawl and Hook-and-Linc Gc:1r 
Seasons Account l lnits Totnl Cntch Limil Rcmuinini: % Tukcn Lusl Weck 

C'utch 

Halibut Mortality PSQ MT 44 393 349 11 % 2 
44 393 349 11 % 2 Total: 

Herring (includes CDQ fisheries) 

Trawl Gear 
Seasons ,\ccount l lnits Tutul ( 'utd 1 Limit Rcmuinini: % Ti1kcn Lnst Weck 

Catch 

Pacific Cod MT 0 40 40 0% 0 
Rock fi sh MT 0 13 13 0% 0 
Rock Sole, Flathead Sole, Other Flatfish MT 2 30 28 5% 0 
Pollock, Atkn Mackerel , Other Species MT 0 :mo 200 O'Vi1 0 
Pollock Pelagic MT 0 2, 165 2, 165 0"{. 0 
Yellowfin Sole MT 5 180 175 '"' .) II 0 

011 Turbot, Arrowtooth, Kamchntka, Sablefi sh MT 0 :rn 20 0 0 

7 2,648 2,641 0% 0 Total: 

Page I 

Note: All weights nre in metric tons. Report run on: March 29, 20 13 1:35 AM 



~ ~ Bering Sea Aleutian Islands 
National Marine Fisheries Service 

Prohibited Species Report Alaska Region, Sustainable Fisheries l~ 
(includes CDQ) Catch Accounting \~l 

Through: 23-MA R-20 13 ~" 

Opilio (Tanner) Crab - COBLZ 

Trawl Ge:1r 
Seasons Account llnils Tolnl Cnlch Limit Rcmnining % Tukcn Last W eel< 

Calch 

Total : 

Opi lio Crab 

Opilio Crab PSQ 

Count 

Count 

256,4 14 

4,078 

260,492 

9,377,690 

1,123,643 

10,501 ,333 

9,121,276 

1, 11 9,565 

10,240,841 

3% 

0% 

2% 

620 

0 

620 

Bairdi Crab, Zone 1 

Trawl Gear 
Season.~ ,\ccounl l lnils Tolnl Cnlch 1.imil Rcmnining % Taken Lnsl \Vecl< 

C':tlch 

Total: 

Bairdi Crab PSQ 

Bairdi Crab 

Count 

Count 

1,454 

23,597 

25,051 

104,860 

875, 140 

980,000 

I 03,406 

85 1,543 

954,949 

1% 

3% 

3% 

60 

4,443 

4,503 

Bairdi Crab, Zone 2 

Trawl Gear 
ns Accuunl llnils Total C'alch Limil lkmnining % Tnken Lnsl Weck 

C'alch 

Total: 

Baird i Crab 

Bairdi Crab PSQ 

Count 

Count 

74,265 

1,484 

75,749 

2,652,2 10 

3 17,790 

2,970,000 

2,577,945 

3 16,306 

2,894,251 

3% 

0% 

3% 

1, 190 

0 

1, 190 

Red King Crab, Zone I 

Trawl Gear 
Seasons Acco uni l lnits Tota l Catch l.imil Remnining % Tnken Lust Weck 

Catch 

Total: 

Red King Crab PSQ 

Red King Crab 

Count 

Count 

1,438 

11 ,499 

12,937 

10,379 

86,62 1 

97,000 

8,94 1 

75, 122 

84,063 

14% 

I 3"u 

13% 

0 

204 

20-1 
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Gulf of Alaska Catch Report National Marine Fisheries Service 
Alaska Region, Sustainable Fisheries 

Through: 23-MAR-201 3 
Catch Accounting 

Western, Central Pollock 

Rcmuining Lust Weck 
Scnsons Account Totnl Cntch Quota Quoin % Taken Cut ch 

X Pollock. 610 Shumagin 2,573 211.072 25.499 9% 967 

X Pollock, 620 Chiriknf 35.875 51.4-1 3 15.568 70% 1.1 2 1 

X Pollock, 630 Kodiak 7.02-1 27.372 20,3-18 26% 99 1 

Western Gulf 

ltcmuining Lust Weck 
Scnsons Account Totul Cutch Quota Quota % Tukcn Cntch 

Arrowlonlh Flounder 369 1-1 .500 14,131 3% 60 

Occp Walcr Flallish 15 176 161 9% 2 

Shallow Waler Flallish 127 13,250 13. 123 1% 

Flalhcad Sulc 2111 8.650 8.369 3% 31, 

Rcx Sulc 2-1 I.J OO 1.276 2% 14 

Paci lie Occan Perch 2 2.040 2.038 0% 0 

Roughcyc Rock lish I) Kl Kl 0"' , o 0 

Shurlrakcr Rock lish 104 103 1% 

Thornyhcad Rocklish 150 1-19 1% I 

Dusky Rock lish 3 377 374 I u{, 0 
Norlhcrn Rnckfish 6 2.008 2.002 0% 5 

O1 hcr Rocklish 2 44 -1 2 5% (J 

l'acilii.: Cod 11.6111 2 1,210 9,529 55% 644 
Sahlcfish ll look-and-Linc) 0 1.-100 1..100 011 

11 0 

Sahlc lish (Trawl) 0 350 350 on, 
II 0 

Uig Skalc 20 -1(,9 4-19 ., •~1. 3 
Longnusc Skalc 3 70 67 -l"u 0 

Page I 

Note: All weights are in metric tons. Report run on: March '.!9, 201 3 I :35 AM 



Gulf of Alaska Catch Report National Marine Fisheries Service 
Alaska Region , Susta ina ble Fisheries 
Catch Accounting Through: 23-MAR-2013 

Central Gulf 

Scnsons Account Totn l Catch Quoin 
Rcmnining 

Quoin % Taken 
Lnst Weck 

Catch 

Arrowtooth Flounder 4,339 75,000 70,66 1 6% 523 
Deep Water Flat fish I I 2,308 2.297 0% 
Shallow Water Flat fish 455 18,000 17.545 3% 74 
Flathead Sole 6 12 15.400 14,788 4% 83 
Rex Sole 584 6,376 5,792 9% 92 
Pacilk Occun Perch -16 10.926 10,81!0 0% 7 
Rougheye Rock lish 28 856 828 3% 5 
Shortraker Rocklish 25 452 427 6% 2 
Dusky Rock lish 16 3,533 3,5 17 0% 4 
Northern Rock fi sh IOI 3, 122 3.02 I 3% 30 
Thornyhea<l Rocklish 0 766 766 0% 0 
Other Rock fish 35 606 57 1 6% 12 
Pacifi c Cod 19,65 1 36.966 17,3 15 53% -1 ,972 
Sablcfish (I look-and-Linc) 3 4,432 4.429 0% 2 
Sahlclish (Trawl) I 1.108 I, I 07 0% 0 
Big Skate 787 1,793 1.006 44% 84 
Longnose Skate 327 1,879 1,552 17% 32 

Eastern Gulf 

Seasons Account Totnl Catch Quota 
Rcmnining 

Quoin % Taken 
Last Weck 

Catch 

Rougheyc Ruck fi sh 4 295 29 1 1% 3 
Shurtraker Rockfish 12 525 5 13 2% 4 
Thorny head Rock fish I 7-19 748 0% I 
Pacific Co<l 6 2.424 2.418 0% 0 
llig Skate 0 1.505 1.505 O" , o 0 
Lnngnnse Skate 0 676 676 on"' n 0 
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Gulf of Alaska Catch Report National M:1rine Fisheries Service 
Alaska Region, Susta inable Fisheries 
Catch Accounting 

Through: 23-MAR-201 3 

West Yakutat 

Rcmnining Lnsl Weck 
Scusons :\ccuunt Totul ( 'ulch Q11ot11 Quoin % Tukcn C11 td1 

Arrowtooth Flounder 11 6.900 6.889 0% I 

Deep Water Flatfish 0 1,58 1 1,58 1 0% 0 
Shallow Water Flatfish 0 -1 ,647 4.647 0% 0 

Flathead Sole () ,1,61!6 -1,686 0% 0 
Rex Suh: 0 832 1132 0% 0 
Padfic 01:ean Perch -1 9 1.64 1 1.592 3% 13 
Dusky Rnckfish 0 41)5 ·195 0% 0 
0 1her Ruckfish 0 230 230 0% 0 

Pollock 2.802 3,385 583 83% 1.021 
Sablclish (Honk-and-Linc) 0 1.769 1,769 0% 0 
Sahh: fish (Trawl) 261 260 0% 0 

Southeast 

Rcmuining Lust Weck 
Scusons Account Total Cutch Quoin Quoin % Tukcn Cntch 

Arrow111111 h Flounder 0 6,900 6.1JOO 0% 0 
Deep Waler Flalfi sh 0 1.061 1.061 0% () 

Shallow Water Flatfish () 1. 180 1.1 80 0% 0 
Flathead Sole 0 1.760 1.760 0% 0 

Rex Sole 0 1.052 1,052 0% () 

Pacifi c Ocean Perch 0 1.805 1,805 O~'o 0 
Dusky Rnckfish 6 295 289 2'% 0 
0 1her Rockfish -I 200 196 2'Yo 0 
Pollock 0 10.77.J 10.77.J 0% 0 
Demersal Shelf Rock fish 130 303 173 .J3% I 

Sahlelish (Honk-and-Linc) 57 3. 11)0 3. 133 2" ' II 57 

Entire Gulf 

Remaining Lust Weck 
Scusons Accoun l Total C'utch Quoin Quoin % Taken Cntch 

Atka Mackerel 19 2.000 1.981 l"o 0 

Oclnpus 102 1.455 1.353 711 , , 0 2 

Sculpin 352 5.KK.J 5.532 6~'o IK 
Shark 63 6.02K 5,%5 l~'o .J 
Cllhcr Skalcs 55 1 2.030 I..J79 27~'o 70 

S411id 127 1,1.JR 1,02 1 11 "o 2 

Total: 89,327 -136,255 3-16,928 20% 10,970 
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~ .. ~ Gulf of Alaska National Marine Fisheries Service 
Halibut Mortality Report Alaska Region, Sustainable Fisheries (~ft 

Catch Accounting , Through: 23-MAR-20 13 ~ 1
Trawl Fisheries 

Deep Water Species Complex 

Season Begin End Total Catch Limit Limit % Taken 
Remaining 

1st Season 20-Jan-2013 01-Apr-201 3 72 99 27 73% 
2nd Season 01-Apr-20 13 0 1-Jul-20 13 0 296 296 0% 
3rd Season 01-Jul-20 13 0I-Sep-2013 0 204 204 0% 
4th Season 0I-Sep-201 3 0I-Oct-201 3 0 0 0 0% 
Total: 72 599 527 12% 

Shallow Water Species Complex 

Season Begin End Total Catch Limit Limit % Taken 
Remaining 

I st Season 20-Jan-201 3 0 I-Apr-20 13 235 444 209 53% 
2nd Season 01 -Apr-2013 0I-Jul-20 13 0 99 99 0% 
3rd Season 0 l-Jul-2013 0 I -Sep-20 13 0 197 197 0% 
4th Season 0I-Sep-20 13 0I-Oct-20 13 0 148 148 0% 
Total: 235 888 653 26%, 

Year-To-Date 

Account Total Catch Limit Limit % Taken Last Week 
Remaining Catch 

Trawl Fishery 307 1,973 1,666 16% 59 

Other Hook-and-Line Fisheries 
Season Begin End Total Catch Limit Limit % Taken 

Remaining 
1st Season 0I-Jan-2013 I O-Jun-20 I 3 107 250 143 43% 
2nd Season I 0-Jun-201 3 0 1-Sep-20 I J 0 5 5 0% 
3rd Season 0I-Scp-20 13 31-Dec-2013 0 35 35 0% 
Total: 107 21)0 183 37% 

Deep-water species complex: sable fish, rock fish. deep-water flatfish, rex sole and arrowtoolh flounder. Shallow-water species complex: 
pollock, Pacific cod. shallow-water flatfish. fl athead sole. Atka mackerel , ,111d '01her species'. 

No apportionmenl between shallow-waler and deep-waler fishery complexes during Oc1ober I lo December 31 (300 1111 allocaled). 

O1her hook-and-line fisherit:s means al l hook-and-line fisheries cxccpl sablelish and dcmersal shelf rockfish in 1he Sou1heast Dis1ric1. 

Halibut mortality for the demersal shelfrocklish fishery in Southeasl Districl is no1 lis1ed due 10 insufficicnl observer coverage. 

Dala is based on observer reports extrapola1ed lo total groundlish harvest. Estimates for all weeks may change due to incorporation of late or 
corrected data. 
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National Marine Fisheries Service March 29, 2013 B-2 
Alaska Region, Inseason Management Highlights 

2013 catch is through March 23 and 2012 catch is through March 24 unless otherwise stated. 

Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands 
Bering Sea Pollock 
NMFS reallocated Aleutian Islands pollock TAC increasing the Bering Sea TAC by 1,900 mt for 
CDQ and 10,500 mt for inshore, C/P, and mothership directed fisheries. The revised Bering Sea 
A season allocations arc: 

Sector A season allocation A season catch % Taken 
Inshore 219.820 171,950 78 
C/P 175.856 148,496 84 
Mothership 43,964 38,832 88 
CDQ 50,640 47,973 95 
Total 490.280 407,251 83 

Salmon in the pollock fishery 
In 2013, the total Chinook salmon is 818 salmon lower and pollock catch is 31,632 mt lower 
than in 2012. For both years the rate is about .017 Chinook salmon per metric ton of pollock. 

Chinook Non-Chinook 

2013 2012 2013 2012 

coo 442 344 CDQ 12 1 

Non-CDQ 6.320 7,236 Non-CDQ 130 10 

Total 6,762 7,580 Total 142 I 1 

Pacific cod 
Hook-and-I ine Catcher/Processors 

Total Catch 

A season TAC 

Remaining TAC 

Number of vessels 

2013 

44,706 

57,462 

12,756 

26 

2012 

40,593 

57.684 

17,091 

27 

Pot catcher vessels 

Year 2013 2012 

Total Catch 9.900 9,854 

A season TAC 9,91 I 9.950 

Remaining TAC 11 96 

Closure January 22 January 20 

Number of vessels 25 27 



Pot catcher/processors 

Year 2013 2012 

Total Catch 1,840 1,656 

A season TAC 1,770 1,777 

Remaining TAC -70 121 

Closure January 28 January 23 

Number of vessels 3 5 

Hook-and-line or pot gear less than 60 feet length overall 
NMFS reallocated 1,800 mt of the A season jig allocation to the less than 60 ft allocation. Pot 

. d f h P .fi d I . I W GOA Jear e ffi ort mcrease a ter t e ac1 1c co pot gear c osure m t 1e estem . 
Year 2013 2012 

Total Catch 6,996 (includes 443 after closure) 7,219 (includes 251 after closure) 

Annual TAC 6.427 (4.627 + 1,800 from jig) 6,445 (4,645 + 1,800 from jig) 

Remaining TAC -569 -774 

Closure Februmy 7 February 17 
Number of 
vessels 

22 (3 hook-and-line, 19 pot) 21 (3 hook-and-line, 18 pot) 

Trawl catcher vessels 
Tl 1e ?013 B _ season a 11 oca f 10n o · f 5 644 m t b ecomes avat a C .pn ·1 bl A ·1 I. 

' 
Year 2013 2012 

Total Catch 35,655 34,057 

A season TAC 37.971 38,117 

Remaining TAC 2,316 4,060 

Closure March 11 February 29 

Number of vessels Pacific cod 49. All 93 Pacific cod 48, A II 91 

Flatfish 
C t I ~ II t . I d. CDQ a c 1 or a sec ors me u mg 
Species 2013 2012 

Alaska plaice 8,439 2,892 
Arrowtooth flounder 1,740 654 
Kamchatka flounder 184 61 
Flathead sole 5,899 4,810 
Greenland turbot 13 12 
Other flatfish 452 1,240 

Rock sole 37,007 58,543 
Yellowfin sole 34,681 20,095 

,~ 
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Hali but mortality- In 2013 compared lo 20 12 the total halibut mortality in the BSAI is 68 mt 
hi, ;; oher and in the GOA is 184 ml lower 

201 3 201 2 

Area and Gear Ha libut Ha libut 
Ground fish Rate Ground fi sh Rate 

mortality morta lity 

BSAI non-pe lagic trawl 767 137,982 0.56% 650 143,204 0.45% 

BSAI pelagic lrnwl 17 1 424,058 0.04% 267 459,811 0.06% 

BSAI hook-and- line 13£1 62,477 0.2 1%, 87 54,484 0.16% 

13S/\ I Total 1,072 624,5 16 0. 17% 1,004 657,500 0. 15% 

GO/\ non-pe lag ic trawl 298 26.223 1.14% 506 19,690 2.57% 

GO/\ pelagic trawl 9 43,740 0.02% 3 42,36£1 0.0 1% 

GO/\ hook-and- line 107 8,924 1.20% 89 12.998 0.68% 

GO/\ Tota l -I J 4 78,887 0.52°:, 598 75,052 0.80% 

C ulf of Alaska 
Paci lie cod - Western GOJ\ 

Sector 

20 I 3 /\ season 2012 A season 

Al local ion 
Catch Closed # of 

vessels 
/\ I location 

Catch 
Mar 24 

C losed 

Jun 10 

11 o r 
vessels 
Mar 24 

I look-and-I inc C/Ps 2 .254 I, 137 n/a <3 2,257 1,795 5 

I look-and-l ine CYs 145 93 n/a <3 145 n/a Apr2 <3 

Jig 3 18 35 n/a 5 189 89 Jun 10 17 

Pot CY/CP 4,095 4.536 Jan 28 32 4, 100 4.225 Feb 6 35 

Traw l CY 5.728 5,87 1 Mar 3 25 5,736 5.4-19 fob 22 25 

Trawl C/P 186 8 Jan 20 0 186 n/a Feb 14 <3 

Total 12,726 11 ,680 tl6 12.6 13 11 ,558 " ') .,_ 
The 20 13 trawl catcher vessel li shcry closed February 14 and reopened March I through 3. 

Paci lie cod - Centra l GOA 

Sector 

2013 /\ season 20 12 /\ season 

/\ I local ion Catch Closed 
// o f 

vesse ls 
/\ lloca tion 

Catch 
Mar24 

Closed 
11 o r 

vessels 
Mar2-I 

I look-a nd-line C/ Ps 1.-188 21 5 n/a ~~ kf 1.736 1.707 Feb 23 5 
I look-and-line CYs <50 n 3,375 3,324 Mar21 45 3.938 4,392 Mar4 57 

Hook-and-li ne CVs >=50 ft 2.032 2,026 Mar21 13 2,37'2 2.404 Mar 20 16 

Jig 444 56 n/a 20 256 274 Mnr 6 35 

Pol CV/CP 6.459 6.044 Feb 10 48 7.538 5.6,J I Feb 10 55 

Trawl CY 7.657 7.480 Mar 23 50 8.936 8.390 Mar 26 48 

Trawl C/P 7'26 402 n/a <3 847 n/a /\pr 8 
,,,, 
- J 

Tota l 22. 180 19.547 176 25.623 22.808 2 16 
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Pollock 
The 2013 Arca 610 pollock fishery caught 937 mt of the 4,292 mt A season allocation. All the 
other fisheries caught their A season allocations. 

The Area 610 A season opened January 20 to March IO, and the B season March IO to 30, 2013. 

The Area 620 A season opened January 20 to February 4, and the B season March IO to 17, 
2013. 

The Area 630 A season opened January 20 to 22 and February 8 to 14, and the B season March 
22 to March 26, 2013. 

The Arca 640 the fishery opened January 20 to March 3 and reopened March 22. 

Salmon 
In the 2013 Western and Central GOA pollock fisheries the total Chinook salmon bycatch is 
5.035 salmon compared to 3,136 salmon in 2012. The 2013 total pollock catch is 4,337 mt more 
than 2012. 
Pollock catch and Chinook salmon bycatch in pollock fisheries 

2013 610 620 630 2012 610 620 630 

Weck p cs p cs p cs Weck p cs p cs p cs 
1/26 105 2 3,043 327 0 0 1/21 0 0 0 0 294 0 

2/02 0 0 10,144 2,028 0 0 1/28 777 176 62 0 18 0 

2/09 0 0 3,074 805 3,008 462 2/04 916 264 0 0 0 

2/16 0 0 0 0 2,610 504 2/11 30 16 185 0 75 3 

2/23 168 3 0 0 0 0 2/18 13 0 2,791 548 2,135 86 

3/02 228 4 0 0 0 0 2/25 7 I 8,330 1,248 3,071 115 

3/09 213 17 0 0 0 0 3/03 21 4 2,662 204 0 0 

3/16 668 51 18,393 755 0 0 3/10 72 7 2,708 53 - 0 

3/23 964 26 1,112 45 951 6 3/17 18 4 14.148 346 0 0 

Total 2.346 104 35,765 3,959 6,570 972 3/24 712 50 - 0 1,298 11 

Total 2.566 522 30,886 2,399 6,891 215 

Total GOA-wide Salmon 
bycatch in all Fisheries 2013 2012 

Chinook 6,929 3,973 

Non-Chinook 97 48 

4 
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Number of Catcher Vessels Observed by Area and Gear in the GOA 
Vessels may use more than one gear type. The total is the number of unique vessels in that area. 

2013 
Area HAL NPT POT PTR Total 

610 0 9 6 7 20 
620 2 14 3 27 39 
630 16 12 20 18 59 

2012 
Area HAL NPT POT PTR Total 

610 0 0 3 2 5 

620 0 9 1 34 36 

630 2 29 10 19 44 
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