
Halibut PSC in the 
Western GOA 
Pacific cod 
Trawl A Season

December 2017 Anchorage





WDPS endangered



MetricTons
Sector Aseason Bseason Total
Jig 0.594 0.396 0.03
H&LCV 0.491 0.491 0.01

H&LCP 0.551 0.449 0.19
TrawlCV 0.721 0.279 0.37
TrawlCP 0.372 0.628 0.02
PotCV/CP 0.521 0.479 0.37
Total 0.600 0.400 1.00

WGOA



Pct
Sector Aseason Bseason Total
Jig 59.4% 39.6% 2.5%
H&LCV 49.1% 49.1% 1.4%

H&LCP 55.1% 44.9% 19.3%
TrawlCV 72.1% 27.9% 37.4%
TrawlCP 37.2% 62.8% 2.3%
PotCV/CP 52.1% 47.9% 37.1%
Total 60.0% 40.0% 100.0%

WGOA

The annual Pacific cod TAC is apportioned 60% 
to the A season and 40% to the B season in the 
Western and Central Regulatory Areas of the 
GOA. 

If a sector will be unable to harvest its allocation, regs
allow for reallocation in order for the TAC to be 
harvested.





Season Shallow-
water 

Deep-
water1 Total 

January 20 - April 1 384 85  469  
April 1 - July 1 85 256  341  
July 1 - September 1 171 341 512 

September 1 - October 1 128 Any 
remainder 128 

Subtotal, January 20 - October 1 768 682  1,450  
October 1 - December 312   256  
Total   1,706  

 

Season Shallow-water Deep-water1 Total 
January 20 - April 1 384 135 519 
April 1 - July 1 85 256 341 
July 1 - August 1 121 341 462 
August 1 - October 1 53 75 128 
Subtotal January 20 - October 1 643 807 1,450 
October 1 - December 312     256 
Total     1,706 

 

Seasonal Apportionment
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Database

• CAS - Monitors

• PSC “rate”
• Groundfish Basis Weight
• PSC Estimate
• Halibut mortality

• ≤ 58’ LOA
• >58’ LOA













1. The start of the season involves a learning 
process each year where the vessel 
operators find out where the halibut are 
by catching them and then avoiding those 
areas 

A start date might not be effective since the 
learning curve would just be delayed 

2. Halibut and Pacific cod are more closely 
associated with each other at the start of 
the season. 

Consider shifting start date so season opens when 
the species are differently distributed. 

3. Pacific cod are not aggregated enough to 
be caught efficiently (relatively low 
fishery CPUE). Because fishing is 
inefficient, tows are longer, and this 
increases halibut PSC. 

Consider shifting start date so season opens when 
Pacific cod are typically more aggregated. 

 

Explanation Response



> 58’ LOA

≤ 58’ LOA





Year CG WG
2013 1,088 140
2014 1,249 145
2015 1,332 77
2016 1,189 139
2017 976 32
Total 5,835 534
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