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Background and Timeline

A April 2012
0 NPFMC requested analysis of existing data on the eastern Bering Sea slope and canyons
A June 2013
0 AFSC presented results of the analysis
0 Included predictive coral model
A June 2013
0 NPFMC requests further analysis
0 NPFMC r e qagreusdirgsthiigd of cor al mo d e |
A October 2013
0 Further analysis presented
0 Plans for summer 2014 fieldwork presented
A February 2014
o EBS Canyons workshop i discuss upcoming 2014 survey
August-September 2014
o Camera survey conducted
o Preliminary results to NPFMC (October)
A March 2015
o Image analysis completed
o Preliminary results presented
A June 2015
o Final Results and Report to public

A October 2015
o) Presentation to NPFMC



Probability coral present based on
bottom trawl survey data
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Probability coral present based on

bottom trawl survey data
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Probability sponge or sea whips present based

on bottom trawl survey data
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Fieldwork objectives (NPFMC Motion)

A Validate model predictions

A Improve/refine predictions of coral presence

A Acquire height and density data for coral

A ldentify the role of these coral as fish habitat

A Document presence and degree of fishing gear effects

A Improve vulnerability index
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Stereo dropcamera
15 minute tows

300 Randomly selected stations
more effort in areas of higher
probability (realized n =250)

~225,000 paired seafloor images



Pervenets Canyon

n =250
Median depth =276 m

Min =91 m
Zhemchug Canyon Max = 808 m

St Paul Island

Pribilof Canyon

Each transect was about
450 m and 3-4 m wide

Bering Canyon
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Fieldwork results

A Validate model predictions

A Improve/refine predictions of coral presence

A Acquire height and density data for coral

A Identify the role of these coral as fish habitat

A Document presence and degree of fishing gear effects

A Improve data for vulnerability index



Swiftia sp.
Total number = 537

Plumarella sp.
Total number = 811

Plexauridae sp.
Total number =8

Primnoidae




