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C1 BSAI Crab Specifications
● The SSC agreed with all Crab Plan Team (CPT) recommendations for 

ABC and OFL for:
● Bristol Bay red king crab
● Bering Sea snow crab
● Bering Sea Tanner crab

● The SSC agreed with the CPT recommendation on OFL for St. 
Matthew Is. blue king crab

● However, the SSC disagreed with the CPT on the buffer used to 
calculate ABC;  the SSC recommended a 25% buffer for ABC 
compared to 20% recommended by the CPT for St. Matthew Is blue 
king crab



C1 BSAI Crab Specifications
● SSC’s rationale for 25% buffer:

● spatial mismatch between trawl and pot surveys, distribution of 
recruited crab, and the commercial fishing grounds

● historically large uncertainty in survey biomass estimates, which 
are in part due to the large contribution of survey catches from one 
hotspot station

● lack of fit to recent declines in pot survey CPUE, and historically 
poor fits to the trawl survey

● this is a data-limited stock assessment compared to the relatively 
data-rich EBS snow crab and EBS Tanner crab stocks, both of 
which use a buffer of 20% for calculations of ABC

● Tier 4 assessments for Pribilof Is. red and blue king crab also use 
25% buffer
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