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June Council Meeting Held in Dutch Harbor

etting everyone to the Council meeting in Dutch Harbor on time was a challenge with the notorious
weather providing for some interesting flying experiences! Once safely on the ground, though, Dutch
Harbor and the Grand Aleutian Hotel provided a smooth, comfortable ride for the remainder of the
week. As before, the hotel and the community at large welcomed the Council and industry with wonderful meeting
accommodations and the finest hospitality. The relaxed atmosphere helped take some of the edge off of otherwise
contentious issues, including final action on the inshore/offshore pollock allocation. These and other agenda
items are detailed inside. Thanks again to the Grand Aleutian and Dutch Harbor/Unalaska for hosting another
productive meeting. _——e|ew-res—s e e
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NOTICE TO FISHERMEN in West Yakutat and Western Gulf
Submarine Cable Route Installation — August through November 1998

of Alaska between August - November 1998. The attachment provides the scheduled installation dates,

Please read the notice (Attachment 2) regarding the installation of a fiber optic submarine cable in the Gulf
charts and other important information for fishermen.

BSAI Pollock Bottom Trawl Gear Prohibition

he Council adopted an amendment to prohibit the use of non-pelagic trawl gear for vessels targeting

pollock in the BSAI. Only pelagic trawl gear as defined in regulations (together with the performance-

based bycatch standard of 20 crabs) will be allowed in the directed pollock fishery. The objective of this
amendment is to address Magnuson-Stevens Act mandates to reduce bycatch. Although this action could be taken
annually as part of the BSAI TAC specification process, the plan amendment will make this prohibition a
permanent regulation. Total bycatch limits of prohibited species (including a 7.5% CDQ apportionment) will be
reduced to reflect this gear prohibition. Prohibited species bycatch will be reduced by 100 mt of halibut mortality,
3,000 red king crab, 50,000 C. bairdi crab, and 150,000 C. opilio crab. Staff contact is Dave Witherell.

Inshore-Offshore 3

allocations. Those deliberations resulted in a shift of 4% of the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands (BS/AI)

pollock TAC from the offshore sector to the inshore sector, while the Gulf of Alaska pollock and Pacific
cod allocations were left unchanged. The new BS/AI split is 39% Inshore and 61% Offshore, after CDQs are
deducted. There is no separate allocation to “True Motherships” — they remain within the offshore sector. In
addition to the basic allocation split, the Council created a set-aside within the inshore allocation for BS/AI
catcher vessels less than 125' LOA delivering to processors in the inshore sector. These small catcher vessels
were allocated 2.5% of the combined BS/AI pollock TAC (adjusted for the 7.5% CDQ). Harvest of the set-aside
will take place before the Bering Sea ‘B’ season (there is no Aleutian Island ‘B’ season), starting on or about
August 25. Any overages or underages resulting from the set-aside fishery will be subtracted from/added to the
inshore BS open access ‘B’ season quota.

' I Yhe Council spent three days taking public comment and considering the Inshore-Offshore pollock

The rules and regulations pertaining to the CVOA will remain the same, except that during the ‘B’ season,
harvesting operations inside the CVOA will be restricted to catcher vessels delivering to the inshore sector.
Under the current regulations, catcher vessels delivering to any sector are allowed to operate inside the CVOA
during both the ‘A’ and ‘B’ seasons. The new regulations will restrict catcher vessels delivering to offshore
processors (including motherships) from operating inside the CVOA during the pollock ‘B’ season. Catcher/
processors will continue to be restricted from harvesting pollock inside the CVOA during the ‘B’ season.

A three year sunset date was also included in the amendment package; Therefore, Inshore/Offshore 3 will remain
in effect only through the 1999, 2000, and 2001 pollock fishing seasons. Staff contacts are Chris Oliver or
Darrell Brannan.

Community Development

of the total allowable catch. Without this action, the pollock CDQ program would expire on December

Q t its June meeting, the Council decided to permanently extend the pollock CDQ program at 7.5 percent
31, 1998. This action will also serve to merge the pollock CDQ program with the multi-species (MS)
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CDQ program after 1998. The final rule for the MS-CDQ program was published on June 4, 1998, and the MS
groundfish CDQ fisheries (the remaining groundfish and prohibited species) are scheduled to commence on
October 1. Community development plans for the MS groundfish CDQ fisheries will be due to NMFS in early
July for review. NMFS will publish the notice approving the community development plans and allocations to
specific CDQ groups prior to October 1. Applications for pollock CDQ allocations for 1999 and 2000 will be
reviewed by the State of Alaska this summer and the State will make pollock CDQ allocation recommendations
to the Council at its October 1998 meeting. NMFS will implement these allocations before January 1, 1999.

NMFS has prepared a discussion paper addressing some of the issues and alternatives with regard to the MS
CDQ program. Rulemaking defining how the halibut and multi-species groundfish CDQ fisheries will be
integrated must be effective in early 1999. Therefore, NMFS will consult with the CDQ Implementation
Committee prior to publishing a proposed rule, but consultation with the Council will be timed to occur during
the public comment period on the proposed rule in October 1998. Questions on the CDQ program or requests
for the NMFS discussion paper should be directed to Jane DiCosimo.

License Limitation Program

he Council reviewed an initial analysis of proposed amendments, initiated last February, to the license

limitation program (LLP) which is scheduled for implementation in the year 2000. The Council approved

the analysis for release to public review with some revisions and additions. The revised amendment
proposals are as follows:

1. Prevent transfer of permits from vessels that never held a federal fishery permit during the LLP qualifying
period and prohibit transfers of fishing histories and subsequent licenses as of February 7, 1998, (applies
to all vessels).

Option: Allow the transfer of the license with the vessel upon which it was earned, or with vessels which
have existing transfers of the permits that were grandfathered.

2. Prohibit licenses and fishing histories earned by vessels employing non-trawl gear to be used on vessels
employing trawl gear and licenses and fishing histories earned by vessels employing trawl gear to be used
on non-trawl gear vessels (i.e., if a vessel never used trawl gear during the original qualification periods, that
license could not be converted for using trawl gear, and vice-versa). The following options would be
examined;

a. Grandfather rights only to persons who can demonstrate significant financial commitment to apply a
non-trawl license or fishing history to a trawl operation (and the reverse) as of February 7, 1998, with
the following suboptions:

(1) has made a landing with trawl gear (or the reverse, non-trawl) by February 7, 1998;
(ii) has made a significant investment in conversion of a vessel to deploy trawl (or the reverse, non-
trawl) gear by February 7, 1998.

3. Rescind the CDQ vessel exemption portion of the LLP, with grandfather rights to any vessels currently built
or operating in an existing CDP under this provision.

4. Clarify that catch history transfers would be recognized, except those occurring after June 17, 1995, and
where the owner of the vessel at that time was unable to document a vessel under Chapter 121, Title 46, U.S.
Code (further discussion of legal ramifications of this proposed amendment will be incorporated in the
analysis).
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Initiate an amendment (possibly a trailing amendment) to the Crab LLP to include a recent participation

clause, with the following options:

Option A. Crab landings in:

1. 1995
i. 1996
imi. 1997

iv.  through February 7, 1998
v. any combination of the above (any combination of those single or multiple years)

(Revised analysis will explicitly examine the alternative of participation in any one year between
1995 and February 7, 1998.)

Option B. Analysis will consider:

1. all vessels

ii. vessels under 60 fi.
iii. vessels 60-125 ft.
iv.  vessels over 125 fi.

Option C. Provide an exception to the additional umbrella landing requirement for:

i. any vessel that made landings in the Bering Sea crab fishery in 1998, prior to February 7, and
for which the owner acquires license limitation program rights related to a vessel that meets the
General Qualifying Period (GQP) and Endorsement Qualifying Period (EQP) landing
requirements, or

il. a vessel that was under construction for the Bering Sea crab fishery and whose owner has
acquired a crab moratorium qualification for the vessel prior to February 7, 1998.

Option D. Exempts vessels under 60 feet from recent participation requirements when these vessels

otherwise qualify under the original crab LLP.

The following also applies to proposed action 5, crab LLP:

The recent participation requirement would apply to the general umbrella license only (i.e., if a vessel
satisfies the recent participation criteria chosen, it would receive its original umbrella license and
species/area endorsements under that umbrella — new species/area endorsements could not be ‘earned’
during the new qualification period).

This amendment is not to impede or delay implementation of the LLP program. If the recent participation
amendment cannot be implemented before or at the same time as implementation of the LLP, interim
permits would be issued upon petition by an applicant with documentation indicating that they would
be reasonably likely to prevail for an LLP license. Interim permits would be non-transferable.

Council serves notice that the above dates for meeting performance standards are very firm. The Council
may examine more recent participation than February 7, 1998, in making its final decision (such as date
of final Council action), but cannot now foresee any extraordinary circumstances that would allow the
cut-off dates to be advanced past those shown above.

The analysis will include a discussion of allowing the severance of a crab license from a joint
crab/groundfish license for the sole purpose of retiring the crab license in perpetuity.
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6. Allow limited processing for catcher vessels in the BSAI and GOA under the following options:
Option A:  Allow processing of bycatch amounts of any groundfish, up to directed fishing standards.

Option B:  Allow processing of any species, excluding pollock, as a target species of (a) up to 5 mt round
weight per day for vessels <60'; and (b) up to 18 mt round weight per day for vessels >60".

(Analysis will re-examine guidelines 3, 4, and 5 used in the document to identify candidate vessels for limited
processing upgrades. Analysis will also identify the maximum universe of potential vessels which could upgrade.)

A revised analysis will be reviewed by the Council’s SSC and should be available for public review by early
August and can be obtained by request from the Council offices. Final action on these proposed amendments
is scheduled for the October meeting in Seattle. Written comments should be submitted to the Council offices
by September 29. Council staff contact is Chris Oliver or Darrell Brannan.

On a separate but related note, the Council discussed certain provisions of the pending final rule for the LLP,
including the provisions for license transfers among vessels. Due to concerns that the final rule would allow
transfers of a license among multiple vessels during a fishing year, the Council requested NMFS to provide an
options paper for review at the October meeting in Seattle. This paper will explore the idea of designating a
vessel on the license and establishing procedures for verifying new ownership upon transfer or change in
ownership of the vessel. Two aspects to be included would be (a) frequency of transfers, and (b) waiting period

between transfers.

Crab Buyback Program

he Council received an update on the crab

vessel buyback program from Gordon Blue of

the Crab Reduction and Buyback (CRAB)
group. Finalization of the specifics of a crab business
buyback must await Council action in October which
may impact the number of LLP eligible vessels (and
thereby, possibly alter the specifics of the CRAB
buyback business plan and industry referendum on a
fee). In the meantime, the CRAB group has made
significant progress and continues to enjoy the
support of the Council for some form of license
buyback to further reduce the LLP crab fleet. Generic
buyback guidelines are pending as a proposed rule
from NMFS which should further facilitate
development of the CRAB buyback program. Staff
contact is Chris Oliver.

Essential Fish Habitat

he Magnuson-Stevens Act amendments
emphasized the importance of habitat protection
to healthy fisheries and strengthening the ability of
NMFS and the Councils to protect and conserve
habitat of finfish, mollusks, and crustaceans. This
habitat is termed essential fish habitat (EFH), and is

broadly defined to include “those waters and substrate
necessary to fish for spawning, breeding, feeding, or
growth to maturity.”

At the June meeting, the Council adopted plan
amendments for the five FMPs (BSAI and GOA
groundfish, salmon, crab, and scallops) to incorporate
EFH provisions. These provisions included
identification and description of EFH including
habitat areas of particular concern, identification of
research and information needs, and identification of
potential adverse effects on EFH due to fishing and
non-fishing activities. The Council adopted
Alternative 2, that designates EFH as described by
general distribution. Staff contact is Dave Witherell.

Cape Edgecumbe Pinnacles

he Council adopted a plan amendment to prohibit

boat anchoring and fishing for groundfish,
halibut, and scallops in a 4-mile by 4-mile pinnacle
area off Sitka. This amendment was originally
proposed by the Alaska Department of Fish and
Game as a means to protect important habitat for
rockfish and ling cod, and was later incorporated into
the EFH amendment package. The Council reviewed
the material and decided to separate the pinnacle
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closure from EFH provisions, and adopt it as a
separate  amendment  (tentatively  assigned
Amendment 59 to the GOA groundfish FMP). In the
future, the pinnacle area will be re-evaluated for
consideration as a habitat area of particular concern.
An option of prohibiting recreational and commercial
salmon fishing in the pinnacle area was considered,
but not adopted. The Council will discuss the salmon
issue with the Alaska Board of Fisheries at its
committee meeting in July. Staff contact is Dave
Witherell.

Moratorium

he Council voted unanimously to extend the

existing vessel moratorium for another year
(through the end of 1999) to cover the interim period
before implementation of the LLP. This extension
applies only to the fishing period under the
moratorium, i.e., the deadline for application for a
moratorium permit is still December 31, 1998. Staff
contact is Chris Oliver.

Observer Program

At this meeting, the Council received formal
notification from NMFS and the Pacific States
Marine Fisheries Commission (PSMFC) that the
third-party, joint partnership agreement (JPA)
program structure was dissolved. This program
structure would have established the PSMFC as the
sole source through which industry would obtain
observers, working as an interface between industry
and the observer contracting companies. Because of
contracting, liability, and other legal impediments,
NMEFS and PSMFC announced that the JPA cannot be
established as originally envisioned. For these
reasons, the Council voted to extend the current
observer program structure through the year 2000.
During this time, staff will continue to work on a fee-
based funding mechanism, as well as examine both
short and long-term adjustments to the existing
program. A detailed discussion is planned for the
October Council meeting in Seattle. A meeting of the
Council’s Observer Advisory Committee (OAC) will
occur between now and October, but has not yet been
scheduled. Council staff contact is Chris Oliver.

ational Standard 1 states that conservation

and management measures shall prevent

overfishing while achieving, on a continuing
basis, the optimum yield from each fishery for the
United States fishing industry. The Sustainable
Fisheries Act (SFA), which amended the Magnuson-
Stevens Act in 1996, contained several provisions that
affected National Standard 1 though the standard
itself was not changed. The SFA added a definition of
“overfishing” and “overfished,” changed the
definition of “optimum,” required that each fishery
management plan specify objective and measurable
criteria for identifying when a fishery is overfished,
and added a section on identifying and rebuilding
overfished fisheries. On May 1, 1998, NMFS
published national standard guidelines in the Federal
Register to assist the Councils with amending FMPs
to conform with new provisions of the Act. To bring
our groundfish, crab, scallop, and salmon plans into
compliance, several analysis were prepared by staff to
examine alternative definitions of maximum
sustainable yield (MSY), optimum yield (OY), and
overfishing. In June, the Council reviewed the
analyses and took final action on these plan
amendments. Staff contact is Dave Witherell.

Groundfish

The BSAI and GOA groundfish FMPs will be
amended to treat MSY as a limit rather than a target.
This means that “limit” harvest strategies (such as
rules to define the overfishing level (OFL)) should
result in a long-term average catch that approximates
MSY, and that “target” harvest strategies (such as
rules to specify acceptable biological catch (ABC))
should result in catches that are substantially more
conservative than the limit. More specifically, tiers 2-
4 of the current definitions will be modified, and F,,,
(rather than F,,,) becomes the baseline overfishing
rate. The Council also received a report from Dr.
Grant Thompson on the NMFS guidelines for
National Standard 1. In particular, Dr. Thompson
explained how annual catch quotas can be established
above the MSY level when stocks are in high
abundance.
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Seallops

The Scallop FMP will be amended to redefine overfishing, OY, and MSY, and update the FMP with
additional information on bycatch data collection. The current OY is 0 - 1.8 million pounds, and the
overfishing definition is simply landings exceeding OY. The alternative adopted by the -

million pounds, and establish overfishing rates (F; =F,,,=M=0.13) for weathervane
scallops. OY, MSY, and overfishing would not be established for pink, spiny, or rock ¥
scallops as these are undeveloped fisheries that are managed through ADF&G via special
permit.

The BSAI King and Tanner Crab FMP will be amended to redefine overfishing, OY, and MSY, and
update the FMP with new information. The amendment will establish MSY point estimates, along with
minimum stock size thresholds (MSST) for individual crab stocks based on prevailing environmental
conditions (1983-1997 period). Overfishing will be defined as a fishing mortality rate in excess of
natural mortality (M=0.2 for king crabs, M=0.3 for Tanner crabs) or a biomass that falls below MSST.
Because the C. bairdi spawning biomass is below MSST, the stock will be deemed “overfished” based
on the guidelines, and will require that a rebuilding plan be developed for management of this stock.
Proposed MSY's and OY's for crab stocks are shown in Table 1.

Table 1. Comparison of current and proposed MSY and OY estimates for BSAI king and Tanner crab stocks.
Estimated values are in millions of pounds.

Current Current Proposed Proposed 1997/98
Stock MSY OY range MSY OY range Catch
Adak red king 7 - 1.8 0-1.8 0
Bristol Bay red king 35 - 17.9 0-179 8.8
Dutch Harbor red king 11.2 - NA NA 0
Pribilof Islands red king NA - 1.3 0-13 *
Norton Sound red king 1 - 0.5 0-05 0.09
Pribilof Islands blue king 4 = 26 0-26 0.7
St Matthew blue king 3 - 44 0-44 4.6
St Lawrence blue king NA - 0.1 0-0.1 0
Aleutian Is. golden king 8.8 - 17.9 0-17.9 4.1
Pribilof Is. golden king NA - 03 0-03 0.01
St. Matthew golden king NA = 04 0-04 0
Aleutian Is. scarlet king NA - NA NA *
EBS scarlet king NA - NA NA 0.007
TOTAL king crab 70 0 to 200 47.2 0-47.2 18.3
E. Aleutian Is. Tanner 0.7 - 0.7 0-0.7 0
EBS Tanner 27 - 56.9 0-56.9 0
W. Aleutian Is. Tanner 0.2 - 0.4 0-04 0
TOTAL Tanner crab 27.9 0 to 108 58.0 0-58.0 0
EBS snow 35 - 276.5 0-276.5 240
TOTAL snow crab 35 0 to 333 276.5 0-276.5 240
E. Aleutian Is. angulatus NA NA 1.0 0-1.0 0
EBS angulatus NA NA 0.3 0-03 0
E. Aleutian Is. tanneri NA NA 1.8 0-1.8 0
EBS tanneri NA NA 1.5 0-15 0
W. Aleutian Is. tanneri NA NA 0.2 0-0.2 0
TOTAL other Tanners NA NA 4.8 0-48 0
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Salmon

o

The Salmon FMP will be amended to update the FMP to include recent information on the conservation
policies of the State of Alaska and Pacific Salmon Commission, as well as new Magnuson-Stevens Act

definitions of QY.

Atka Mackerel and Sea Lions

threatened under the Endangered Species Act

(ESA). Critical habitat was designated in 1993
and includes marine areas within 20 nautical miles
(nm) of all rookeries and major haulouts west of
144°W. In 1997, the species was split into two
separate management populations on the basis of
genetics information. The listing status of the western
population (ie., west of 144°W longitude) was
changed to endangered while the status of the eastern
population remained as threatened. The western
population of Steller sea lions (i.e., west of Cape
Suckling or 144°W longitude) has declined by 80% or
more since the mid 1960s.

In 1990, the Steller sea lion was designated as

Since most of the recent fishery removals of Atka
mackerel occur within Steller sea lion critical habitat,
preliminary analyses have suggested that the fishery
is capable of creating localized depletions of an
important Steller sea lion prey where sea lions are
likely to forage.

The purposes of this
proposed action are to
reduce the probability of |
fishery-induced localized
depletions  of  Atka
mackerel and reduce the
probability of adverse modification of Steller sea lion
critical habitat as required by the ESA. Several
alternatives were examined, including additional
geographical and seasonal allocation of the Atka
mackerel TAC, geographic rotation of Atka mackerel
harvests, and allocation of the TAC to subareas inside
and outside sea lion critical habitat in the Aleutian
Islands.

Atka mackerel

The Council adopted a precautionary approach in
approving a plan amendment to reduce the probability
of localized depletion of Atka mackerel in critical
habitats for Steller sea lions. The amendment will
allocate the Atka mackerel TAC on a seasonal basis

(50% available January 20, and 50% available
September 1) for all Al regulatory areas and allocate
most of the TAC in areas outside of critical habitat for
the central and western Al areas. In Area 543, the
proportion of the catch taken outside critical habitat
will be increased from the current 15% taken outside
to 35% in 1999 (with a corresponding decrease in
catch within critical habitat), and will be incrementally
increased over four years to reach a target of 40%
inside and 60% outside critical habitat in 2002. In
area 542, catch outside critical habitat will be
increased from the current 5% taken outside, to 20%
in 1999, again with the target of 40% inside and 60%
outside critical habitat in 2002. For arca 541, a 20
nm year-round closure will be implemented around
the Seguam rookery. A vessel monitoring system
(VMS) will be required for vessels participating in the
BSAI Atka mackerel fishery. The Council also
recommended that the jig fishery for Atka mackerel be
exempted from these actions, and that CDQ fisheries
be exempted from the seasonal allocation, but would
abide by the critical habitat percentages. Further, the
Council recommended that information relative to this
issue should be reviewed on an annual basis. In
concert with the annual review, NMFS should conduct
research and develop a research plan (together with
industry and other parties) to determine effects of
these management measures by arca. Staff contact is
Dave Witherell.

Ecosystem Committee

he Ecosystem Committee met informally to
plan for a full day workshop to be held
immediately prior to the October Council
meeting in Seattle. The central theme to the meeting

will be regime shifts and local knowledge. Staff
contact is Dave Witherell.

Halibut Discard Mortality Rate Revised

alibut discard mortality rates (DMRs) are
used to monitor the halibut mortality PSC

limits for individual fisheries. These DMRs
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are estimated from viability data collected by NMFS observers. DMRs for individual groundfish fisheries are
generally established pre-season during the annual specification process each December. For 1998, the Council
recommended a DMR of 12% for the BSAI Pacific cod hook-and-line fishery, with a provision that a mid-year
retroactive adjustment be made based on updated information. In June, the Council reviewed an analysis prepared
by International Pacific Halibut Commission staff on 1998 in-season observer data for this fishery. Based on
this analysis, the Council recommended a DMR of 11% for the first half of the 1998 Pacific cod hook-and-line
fishery. DMRs for all fisheries will be reassessed during the Council’s final specification process in December
for 1999. Staff contact is Jane DiCosimo or Gregg Williams of the IPHC.

Experimental Permit

(EFP). The objective of the EFP is to select and test the most promising device that can be placed in a

trawl that lowers bycatch of halibut and reduces halibut bycatch rates without significantly lowering the
catch rates of target flatfish species. The test is scheduled to take place over about a 10-day period in August
or September of 1998 on the grounds of the deep water flatfish fishery in the Central and Western Gulf of Alaska.
Staff contact is Jane DiCosimo.

f I Yhe Council endorsed a proposal submitted by Groundfish Forum for an Experimental Fishing Permit

all for Pro 1

s part of its annual process, the North Pacific Fishery Management Council invites proposals to amend

the crab, scallop and groundfish fishery management plans (FMPs) to address pertinent fishery

management problems and concerns. Attached is a blank form for submitting regulatory and plan
amendment proposals (Attachment 1).

After devoting much effort to refining the IFQ halibut and sablefish program from 1995-98, the Council decided
to go to a two-year cycle for IFQ proposals at its December 1997 meeting. Under this plan, the Council will not
be calling for IFQ proposals in 1998. The next call for proposals will be in the summer of 1999 for changes
that would be implemented for the IFQ season in 2000. Any proposals submitted in 1998 will be held to the 1999

cycle.

ABITAT AREAS OF PARTICULAR CONCERN: The North Pacific Fishery Management Council recently adopted

amendments to fishery management plans that describe essential fish habitat for managed species. Essential
fish habitat is described as those waters and substrate necessary to fish for spawning, breeding, feeding, or growth
to maturity. The next step in this process is to identify habitat areas of particular concern (HAPC) for each
fishery management plan (FMP). The Alaska region has FMPs for Gulf of Alaska groundfish, BSAI groundfish,
BSAI king and Tanner crab, Alaska scallops, and Alaska salmon. Proposals to amend the FMPs are being
solicited to (1) identify HAPC, and (2) establish conservation measures to minimize, to the extent practicable,
adverse impacts from fishing on HAPC. Additional details and guidelines for HAPC proposals are available from
the Council office. In October, the Council will prioritize the proposals and task staff with an amendment package
for initial review in April 1999 and final action in June 1999. Proposals are due by Monday, August 17, 1998.
Staff contact is Dave Witherell.

GROUNDFISH, SCALLOP, AND CRAB PROPOSALS: Proposals for amending the groundfish, Alaska scallop, and
BSAI crab FMPs are due by Monday, August 17 and will be reviewed by the Council at the October meeting.
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BSAI/GOA FMP Language Updates

management measures (Section 14 in the BSAI FMP; Section 4 in

the GOA FMP) on the Council web site! In preparation of updates
to the two FMPs, Council staff will update the FMP language that
describes current management measures last updated in 1995 for the
BSAI FMP and 1994 for the GOA FMP. The FMPs in their entirety
will be revised in early 1999. The BSAI Species Profile will be the
basis for updating Section 9 in the BSAI FMP, and the GOA Species
Profile (now available in hard copy and available on the web site by the e
end of June) will be the basis for revising Section 5 of the GOA FMP. o
Contact the Council office for a copy of the GOA Species Profile or
revised management measure sections of the FMPs. Staff contact is Jane DiCosimo.

In July, look for quarterly updates of the BSAI and GOA FMP S e

Upcomi etings

(As other committee meetings are scheduled, they will be posted on the NPFMC web site.)

IFQ/CDQ Cost Recovery Committee is scheduled to meet July 10, 1998 in Juneau.

Joint Council/Alaska Board of Fisheries (BOF) Committee is scheduled to meet July 29-30 at the Clarion
Suites Hotel located at 325 W. 8th Avenue, Anchorage, Alaska. A draft agenda will be available by July 15. Staff
contact is Helen Allen. Possible agenda items include: scallop license limitation, salmon fishing on Cape
Edgecumbe Pinnacles, review of halibut local area management plans proposals, review of BOF groundfish
proposals, development of the halibut charterboat guideline harvest level (GHL) and moratorium analysis, and
report on state water fisheries.

CDQ Implementation Committee is tentatively scheduled to meet September 11 in Juneau.

Groundfish Plan Teams have scheduled tentative meeting dates for the weeks of September 14 and November
16, 1998. The Plan Teams will be meeting at the Alaska Fisheries Science Center in Seattle, Washington.

Improved Retention/Improved Utilization (IR/IU) Committee is tentatively scheduled to meet September
21-22, 1998, in Seattle.

Western/Central Gulf Committee is scheduled to meet September 25, 1998 in Anchorage.
Observer Advisory Committee is tentatively scheduled to meet prior to the October 1998 Council meeting.

Ecosystem Committee is tentatively scheduled to hold a full-day workshop during the October Council meeting
week.

Pg10 June 23, 1998 NPFMC NEWSLETTER #3-98



l Documents Available to the Public

1. NMFS discussion paper on whether to administer the small boat halibut CDQ fishery under the
RAM division or Sustainable Fisheries is available from the Council office.

North Pacific Fishery Management Council

Tentative Meeting Schedules - 1998-99*

2. The revised draft analysis on proposed amendments to the License Limitation package will be
available for public review by early August.

3. The Gulf of Alaska FMP Summary is available from the Council office and also is available on the
web site.

4. The Gulf of Alaska Species Profile is available from the Council office and should be posted on the
web site by the end of June.

February April June October December

Week of/ Week of/ Week of/ Week of/ Week of/

Location Location Location Location Location
1998 | 5/Seattle 7/Anchorage
1999 1/Anchorage 19/Anchorage | 7/Kodiak 4/Seattle 6/Anchorage

*Meeting dates are subject to change depending on availability of meeting space. Any changes will be published

in the Council’s newsletter and on our web site.

Tentative Mecting Dates for 2000-2002*

February April June October December
Week of/ Week of/ Week of/ Week of/ Week of/
Location Location Location Location Location
2000 7/Anchorage 10/Anchorage | 5/Portland 2/Sitka 4/Anchorage
2001 5/Anchorage 9/Anchorage 4/Kodiak 1/Seattle 3/Anchorage
2002 4/Anchorage 8/Anchorage 3/Dutch Harbor | Sep 30/Seattle | 2/Anchorage
NPFMC NEWSLETTER #3-98 June 23, 1998 Pgll




ATTACHMENT 1

North Pacific Fishery Management Council

605 West 4th Avenue, Suite 306
Anchorage, AK 98501-2252

Richard B. Lauber, Chairman
Clarence G. Pautzke, Executive Director

Telephone: (3807) 271-2809 Fax (807)271-2817

June 23, 1998

CALL FOR PROPOSALS

The North Pacific Fishery Management Council invites proposals to amend the crab, scallop and groundfish
fishery management plans (FMPs) and proposals to identify habitat areas of particular concern (HAPC) for each
FMP. The Council has adopted an annual amendment cycle and has formulated criteria for determination of
completeness of proposals. (Note the Council adopted a two-year cycle for IFQ proposals and the next call for
proposals will be the summer of 1999.) To be eligible for Council consideration, proposals must satisfy the
criteria outlined below.

PLEASE BE CERTAIN TO COMPLETE ALL PORTIONS OF THIS FORM. SUBMIT THE FORM AND SUPPORTING
MATERIALS TO THE COUNCIL OFFICE BY MONDAY, AUGUST 17,1998. ADDITIONAL SHEETS SHOULD BE
ADDED TO THIS FORM AS NECESSARY.

Instructions: Although some requirements may be self-evident, the following summarizes Council expectations
for each.

Brief Statement of Proposal - Provide a single, brief paragraph concisely describing the action
to be taken. Details should be specified on additional sheets.

Objectives of Proposal - Begin with a concise statement of the problem to be solved by the
proposal. Attach sheets as necessary to fully describe the problem, and the implications to
American fisheries if the problem is not resolved.

Justification for Council Action - Briefly explain why action by the Council is necessary to
address and solve the problem. Is there any other way the problem can be resolved?

Foreseeable Impacts of Proposal - Briefly outline the effects you think the proposed amendment
will have, not only in solving the problem but also to other sectors of the fishery.

Possible Alternative Solutions - Even if Council action is required, there is probably more than
one solution to the problem you have identified. Briefly list possible alternatives to the
proposed action that the Council could consider.

Supportive Data and Other Information - Please provide any relevant data or other information
available to you.

The North Pacific Fishery Management Council welcomes recommendations that will improve the management
procedures used to regulate fisheries in the EEZ. Submission of a completed amendment proposal will enhance
our ability to respond in a rapid and equitable fashion. Proposals will be reviewed by the Council at their October
meeting in Seattle (the week of October 5th).

C:AWPDOCS\NEWSLTR\PROPOSAL.WPD 6/19/98



FISHERY MANAGEMENT PLAN AMENDMENT PROPOSAL

North Pacific Fishery M C : Please check applicable box(es):
acific Fishery Management Council Byoaich Reduotion

BSAI Groundfish FMP

GOA Groundfish FMP

Name of Proposer: Date: BSAI Crab FMP
Scallop FMP

Address: Habitat Areas of Particular
Concern (HAPC)

Telephone:

Brief Statement of Proposal:

Objectives of Proposal (What is the problem?):

Need and Justification for Council Action (Why can't the problem be resolved through other channels?):

Foreseeable Impacts of Proposal (Who wins, who loses?):

Are there Alternative Solutions? If so, what are they and why do you consider your proposal the best way
of solving the problem?

Supportive Data & Other Information (What data are available and where can they be found?):

Signature:

CAWPDOCS\NEWSLTR\PROPOSAL.WPD 6/19/98



- ATTACHMENT 2

ycobr g = tdaBR
submarine systems Itd Fiber %C’aﬂe:ﬁm

ATTENTION COMMERCIAL FISHERMEN

A new fiber optic submarine cable called the Alaska United Fiber System is being installed.
This system will connect three points in Alaska (Whittier, Valdez, and Juneau) to Norma Beach,
Washington. The system is owned by GCI and is being installed by Tyco Submarine Systems, Ltd.
Drawings and coordinates of the planned route are available from the GCI and Tyco contacts
listed below. We are asking that fishermen move fixed fishing gear such as longlines, gillnets and
pots at least one mile from the cable route during installation. We also ask that you keep trawls,
dredges and other mobile fishing gear at least one mile from the cable in order to avoid possible
damage to the cable and/or your gear and vessel.

Most of this telecommunications cable will be laid in deep water off the continental slope.
The scheduled installation for shallower segments is shown below. Please note that weather and
other factors could cause schedule changes. Updated schedule information may be obtained by
calling toll-free 1-888-442-8662. Fixed gear should be moved off the cable route at least 4 days
before installation.

Segment: Estimated Dates:
Whittier to Valdez August 5 - August 23, 1998
Whittier to continental slope September 11 - October 2, 1998
Juneau to continental slope October 3 - October 20, 1998
Norma Beach to continental slope October 27 - November 20, 1998

This cable, like all other active cables on the North Pacific shelf, will be buried as soon as
possible and wherever possible down to water depths of 600 fathoms to minimize any potential
conflict with commercial fishing. However, during installation, some sections may remain
unburied on the seabed for a brief period, and in rocky places it may be impossible to bury. It is
possible that the final installed route of the cable will vary slightly from the positions shown on
this flyer. Due to circumstances beyond our control, cables are sometimes moved away from their
charted positions. We recommend that towed bottom gear be kept a distance of at least one
nautical mile from either side of the charted location of active cables. A person or vessel that
damages a cable willfully or negligently may be liable.

If your gear does snag something you think may be a cable, please don'’t try to lift it.
After some initial slack is taken up, it may become extremely hard to lift, and this could threaten
your vessel’s stability. Furthermore, active cables may carry up to 10,000 volts of electricity.

IF YOU SUSPECT THAT YOUR GEAR IS SNAGGED ON THE ALASKA
UNITED FIBER SYSTEM CABLE, PLEASE NOTIFY TYCO SUBMARINE
SYSTEMS LIMITED OR GCI BY CALLING TOLL-FREE 1 888 442 8662.



Fishing vessels are warned not to cross immediately astern of a ship which is laying cable.
Submarine cables take some time to settle onto the seabed after laying. As much as 4 miles of
cable can be in suspension astern of a cableship in depths over 100 fathoms. By day, a working
cableship displays the following signals: Two black spheres in a vertical line with a black diamond
between them. By night, a working cableship displays red-white-red lights in a vertical line visible
all around. It is also important to keep well clear of cable buoys marking breaks, installation or
repairs, because the cable is likely to be slack or in suspension, and hence more likely to be fouled
by fishing gear for a considerable distance from the buoy. Cable buoys are yellow with a yellow
light showing at night.

Submarine cables carry more than 75% of all overseas voice, fax, data and internet
communications. Cables generally offer better speed, reliability and security than satellites. The
Alaska United Fiber System can carry more than 120,000 simultaneous telephone, fax, or data
calls. A cable break typically costs more than one million dollars to fix. This cost must ultimately
be paid by the users of telephone and internet services.

Fishermen should also be aware that the U.S. Submarine Cable Act prohibits fishing
operations at a distance of less than one nautical mile from a vessel engaged in the installation or
repair of a submarine cable, or a distance of less than a quarter mile from buoys intended to mark
the position of a cable when being laid, out of order, or broken. Pursuant to the U.S. Submarine
Cable Act (47 U.S. Sections 21 - 23), it is a criminal offense to break or injure a submarine cable,
whether the act be willful or a result of blameworthy negligence.

More information about the system can be obtained by calling 888 442 8662 or from the
internet at www.akfiber.com or www.alaskaunited.com.

Steve Drew Bruce Rein
Senior Manager, Cable Protection Program Manager Alaska United Fiber System
Tyco Submarine Systems, Ltd. 2550 Denali Street
340 Mt. Kemble Avenue Anchorage, AK 99502-2781
Morristown, NJ 07960 voice 907 265 5633
voice 973 326-2646; mobile 973 216-2096  fax 907 777 6613
fax 973 326-3388 brein@alaskaunited.com
scdrew@submarinesystems.com June 16, 1998
xionha/
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NPFMC: Three-. )ing Outlook*

* [FQ/CDQ Fee Program: Council Comment

» Weighmaster proposal: Report

» Review Groundfish Proposals & Tasking

¢ Local GOA Communities Request

* Local area management plan: Discuss BOF proposals
« Halibut Charter GHL Measures: Discussion Paper
« Sablefish Rolling Closures: Final Action

* Chinook Salmon Bycatch: Initial Review

* Sustainable Fisheries Act: Status Report

+ Social and Economic Data: Status Report

* Ecosystem-based Mgmt: Reports

« BSAI/GOA Groundfish Specifications: Initial Review
* VBA/HMAP/IVCP Committee: Status Report

* Total Catch Measurement: Report/Direction

* Observer Program: Review & Direction

 IR/IU Progress Report and Committee Report

¢ IR/IU Regulatory Amendment: Initial Review

* W/C GOA Committee Report: Discussion

* Draft SEIS for Groundfish: Status Report

* GOA MRB Pacific cod/ATF: Initial Review

* GOA DSR Rockfish Retention: /nitial Review

* GOA Fair Start Amendment: Initial Review

* EGOA Boundary Change: Plan Team Report

* OY/MSY Definitions: Action if necessary

+ BSAI Crab FMP: Approve SAFE

* Scallop Limited Entry: /nitial Review

* LLP Amendments: Final Action

* Crab Vessel Buyback Program: Report/Direction
* CDQ Multi-Species Program: Status Report

+ CDQ Pollock Allocations: Council Review

* Marine Mammal: Review Overall Sea Lion Measures

Halibut Subsistence: Discussion

Chinook Salmon Bycatch: Final Action

BSAI/GOA Groundfish Specifications: Final Action

Pollock/YFS Scales & Bins: Report

IR/TU Amendment: Final Action

GOA MRB Pacific cod/ATF: Final Action
GOA DSR Rockfish Retention: Final Action
GOA Fair Start Amendment: Final Action

ATTA
October ‘98 December ‘98 February 99
5/Seattle 7/Anchorage 1/Anchorage
 IFQ Amendments: Final Action AP/SSC Memberships

[FQ/CDQ Fee Program: Status Report

Research Priorities

Halibut Charter GHL Measures: Initial Review

VBA/HMAP/IVCP: Initial Review of analysis

Observer Program: Review Progress

« Scallop Limited Entry: Final Action

IPHC/Council Joint Meeting

Joint Council/Alaska Board of Fisheries Meeting

* Note: This tentative timeline will be updated periodically, particularly after each Council meeting, as the Council works through its decision process.
MRB = maximum retainable bycatch; ATF = arrowtooth flounder; SRRE = shortraker/rougheye rockfish; GHL = guideline harvest level
DSR = demersal shelf rockfish, HMAP = Halibut Mortality Avoidance Program; IVCP = Individual Vessel Checklist Program



