
Kuskokwim River 
Salmon Situation

Terese Schomogyi

Kuskokwim River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission

March 20, 2023

Salmon Bycatch Committee



Outline

Kuskokwim River Salmon Situation
• Chinook salmon
• Chum salmon
• Coho salmon

AYK Regional Salmon Situation
Cumulative Impacts Contribute to Salmon 
Declines

Credit Della Tinker



Kuskokwim Salmon Situation: Overview

• The 2022 season was the most restricted 
subsistence fishing season.

• Below average Chinook salmon returns, 
with escapement goals met because of  
conservation closures.

• Unprecedentedly low chum and coho 
salmon returns.

• Strong sockeye salmon returns.
• Multi-species salmon collapse without an 

abundant “backup” species.
• Burden of conservation rests only on 

Kuskokwim communities.



Kuskokwim 
Chinook Salmon 

2022

• Total run: 143,000 fish (CI: 106,565–
193,565; 41% below average)

• Spawner escapement: 105,000 fish

• Estimated lower river subsistence 
harvest: 29,950 fish (CI: 27,410–
32,630)

• Harvest meeting roughly one-third
of long-term harvest needs.



Kuskokwim 
Chum Salmon

2022

• No total run estimate. 

• Kogrukluk River weir SEG 
(15,000–49,000 fish) not met in 
2021 or 2022

• 2022 Kogrukluk spawner 
abundance: 13,471 fish

• Estimated lower river subsistence 
harvest: 3,630 fish (CI: 3,100–4,170)



Kuskokwim 
Coho Salmon

2022

• Closures August 17–September 15.

• No total run estimate.
• No escapement or ANS levels met; 

lowest harvest and spawner 
abundance on record.

“It’s devastation up here.”

–Betty Magnuson (McGrath Native 
Community)



Experiences of our Communities
• Windowed harvest opportunities & closures, June through September
• Increasing water temperatures
• Increasing sockeye & downward trend of  Chinook/chum/coho salmon 

abundance
• Loss of  & challenges to traditional fishing practices
• Continued salmon bycatch in BSAI and intercept in Area M

Credit KRITFC, 
Crystal Lang, 
Rachel Konteh
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Snapshot: Yukon River
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Graphic courtesy of  BSFA/AYK SSI.



Snapshot: Kwiniuk River, Norton Sound

ADF&G AYK Database.



Cumulative Impacts Contribute to Salmon Declines

We need to look at both ends, from the beginning of  the routes of  the salmon to the 
headwaters spawning grounds. 

–James Nicori, Elder Advisor (Organized Village of  Kwethluk)

“



Cumulative Impacts Contribute to Salmon Declines

Graphic creation: Ocean 
Conservancy, KRITFC, 
ADF&G, USGS, 
NOAA Fisheries
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Questions? 

Quyana, Tsen’ahn, Thank You


