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67th Plenary Session
North Pacific Fishery Management Council

August 12-14, 1985
Alveska Resort
Girdwood, Alaska

The North Pacific Fishery Management Council will meet August 12-14, 1985, at
the Alyeska Resort in Girdwood, Alaska, beginning at 2:00 p.m. on Monday,
August 12, After electing officers for the coming year and reports on
Japanese whaling, the Council Chairmen's meeting and MFCMA reauthorization,
the Council will discuss how to revise the Gulf of Alaska Groundfish Fishery
Management Plan to increase the Council's management flexibility and
responsiveness to the rapidly evolving fisheries in the Gulf. They will also
discuss specific objectives and strategies for the Gulf groundfish fisheries.

The Council's Finance Committee will meet at 7:30 a.m. on Tuesday, August 13,
at Alyeska to discuss funding for a data coordinator position, Council liaison
position, development of the FY 1988 NMFS/Council budgets and a Sea Grant
proposal for management courses.

The Council's Permit Review Committee will meet at Alyeska, beginning at
2:00 p.m. on Wednesday, August 14, and continue into Friday, August 16. The
Committee will review public comments to the Council's proposed policy on the
review of joint ventures and allocations and the conditioning of permits.
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DRAFT AGENDA

67th Plenary Session
North Pacific Fishery Management Council

August 12-14, 1985
Alyeska Resort
Girdwood, Alaska

OPENING BUSINESS

A. Approval of agenda and minutes of previous meeting
B. Election of Council Officers
C. Executive Director's Report

REPORT ON CHAIRMEN'S MEETING

Budget review
Council staff liaison in Washington, D.C.

A. Council/NOAA Task Force Study
B. IG report

C. OMB study

D

E

MFCMA REAUTHORIZATION

A. Senate hearings
B. Current Chairmen's position

GULF OF ALASKA GROUNDFISH PLAN REVISIONS

A. Plan Team report on reorganizing and frameworking plan
B. Status of pollock resources
C. Status report on Southeast sablefish fishery

GULF OF ALASKA GROUNDFISH PLAN GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

Introductory overview
Subcommittee report
Council discussion

moOwk

Draft schedule for processing goals and objectives

FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT

A. Approve funding for groundfish data coordinator
B. North Pacific management options - a short course
C. Council liaison position

D. FY88 budget development

OTHER BUSINESS
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Recommendations and guidance to Plan Team for further action



AGENDA IB.
AUGUST 1985

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S REPORT

Several items of interest have occurred since the last Council meeting that
affect our relations with other nations in the North Pacific. The U.S. and
the Peoples Republic of China signed a GIFA in July. It's currently before
- the Security Council and is expected to go from the President to Congress
prior to their reconvening in September.

The United States recently signed a new GIFA with Poland. It too is expected
to be to the Senate prior to their reconvening. We expect to exchange notes
soon with the Soviet Union extending their GIFA. The current GIFAs with
Poland and the Soviet Union both expire in September.

No official word has been received from Taiwan confirming their adoption of
regulations similar to those used by Japan to govern the squid fishery. 1In
fact, there's some indication that they're backing off their previous informal
intent to use those regulations. They appear to be dissatisfied with the
northern boundary (39°N latitude) for the area west of 175°E and have also
expressed dissatisfaction with the eastern boundary, now proposed for 145°W
longitude.

The U.S. Court of Appeals ruled 2 to 1 against the United States in the suit
brought against the U.S. government by several conservation groups over the
agreement between the U.S. and Japan that permits Japan to continue sperm
whaling for three more years. The Court told the U.S. they had 90 days to
issue a certification under Section 201(e) (2) (A) (i) of the Magnuson Act which
would require that Japan's allocation shall be reduced by not less than 50Z.

The U.S. government has apparently not decided whether they will appeal the
ruling to a full Court or to the Supreme Court, nor is it known whether they
would get a stay of the Appeals Court decision while a further appeal is in
progress.,

Council Committee Meetings

The Council Finance Committee will meet at 7:30 a.m. Tuesday morning to
discuss funding for a groundfish data coordinator, a Council liaison post in
Washington, halibut management workshops, and a group to work with NMFS for
FY88 budget development.

You'll note that the Permit Review Committee, formerly scheduled to begin
meeting Thursday morning, will now convene at 2:00 p.m. on Wednesday,
August 14, continuing into Friday. I expect that group to be finished early
Friday so that members can keep important appointments later that day.
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Future Council Business

Attachment 1 under this tab is a telegram from the City of Bethel expressing
their concern for the very poor chum salmon run in the Kuskokwim this season
and urging Council action on any and all interceptions of salmon at sea.
They're particularly concerned about the catch that occurred in 1983 and '84
in the pollock joint venture fishery north of Unimak Pass.

While the king crab bycatch in the yellowfin sole joint venture fisheries in
Bristol Bay have remained within the guidelines set by the industry workgroup
and approved by the Council (7.75 crab per ton of target catch), the yellowfin
sole fishery has expanded and the catch of king crab is well over 500,000
animals. That's high enough so the Council will have to look very carefully
at the situation for 1986.

I want to remind you again that the Council will be sharing a booth with Sea
Grant and ADF&G at the Fish Expo October 16-19. I urge any of you who can to
spend at least some time there. We find it's very, very important to have a
Council member available for the industry to talk to.

The annual National Fishery Law Symposium will be held in Seattle on

October 11-12. We have reserved five places and need an indication from you
of who wants to attend.
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