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Share your work, and build your habitat network!

This year marks the 20-year anniversary of the Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) provisions of the 1996
Sustainable Fisheries Act. The National EFH Summit will convene council and NOAA Fisheries habitat
experts to share ideas and experience, support communication within and across regions, and help build
a community of practice around the effective implementation and use of EFH authorities.

The EFH Summit is a participatory working meeting, with an emphasis on conversation across roles and
regions. Short presentations and regional examples will be included as a starting point for facilitated
breakouts and large group discussions. The final agenda will be responsive to the interests, questions,
and areas of expertise among registered participants. The majority of featured speakers will be
identified by aligning participating council and NOAA Fisheries attendees with agenda topics for which
they can share insight and regional experience.

We encourage you to contact us (katie.latanich@duke.edu) with any questions and to suggest speakers
and examples to share.

The EFH Summit will begin at 8:30 am on Tuesday, May 17" and conclude at 3:00 pm on Thursday, May 19"

I. Setting the context
* Opening remarks by council and NOAA Fisheries leadership
* Habitat science orientation and update

Il. Where are we now? 20 years of EFH identification and review
Explore approaches to identifying and reviewing EFH, focusing on regional differences, adaptations,
and innovations for implementing shared mandates in a regional context. Identify successes,
challenges, and lessons learned from the first 20 years of implementing EFH authorities.

Roles, responsibilities, and process

This session will begin with a regional round robin. Council and/or NOAA Fisheries staff from each
region and Atlantic HMS will provide short (5- minute) talks describing distinctive features of their
region’s EFH process, focusing on a clearly identified question or theme. Presentations will be
followed by breakout discussions and a full group facilitated discussion.

Science-management handoff

This session will feature perspectives on the key policy considerations involved in implementing
EFH authorities, including use of Habitat Area of Particular Concern (HAPC) designations,
approaches to minimizing adverse impacts and defining practicability, and evaluating the
effectiveness of habitat protections. Presentations will be followed by breakout discussions and a
full group facilitated discussion.



lll. Where are we going? EFH and the changing environment
Examine how EFH authorities will support fishery productivity, sustainability, and resilience in a
changing world. Identify emerging opportunities, questions, and information needs to support and
enhance the effectiveness of EFH authorities.

The changing science environment
Highlight advances and innovations in data collection, research, and monitoring that will shape the
future implementation of EFH authorities.

The changing ocean and coastal development environment
Share regional processes for communicating about EFH consultations, and perspectives on the
opportunities for effective and meaningful council engagement.

e TBD: A primer on the EFH consultation process (optional orientation session)

e TBD: Emerging development activities

The changing marine environment
Explore the role of habitat science and EFH authorities in supporting ecosystem productivity and
resilience, at all levels of information availability and in different regional contexts.

e TBD: EFH authorities in a dynamic and changing environment

e TBD: EFH authorities as an EBFM strategy

The changing management and policy environment
Identify opportunities to leverage and enhance the value of EFH efforts through communication,
information sharing, cooperative research, partnerships, and collaborations.

e TBD: Mapping networks for habitat research and collaboration

IV. Looking ahead: The next 20 years
Reflect on EFH Summit discussions and identify key information and takeaways, questions and
information needs, and new ideas and opportunities for advancing and refining the implementation of
EFH authorities.

Breakout discussions
Facilitated full group discussion
Closing remarks

EFH Summit Objective
The purpose of the EFH Summit is to assess and identify opportunities, challenges, and successful approaches for
the effective implementation of the Magnuson-Stevens Act EFH authorities.

Terms of Reference:
1.
2.

Share perspectives on successful approaches to EFH designation and review.

Consider approaches for evaluating the effectiveness of actions taken to minimize adverse effects of
fishing on EFH.

Identify opportunities to ensure effective communication between NOAA Fisheries and councils on the
implementation and use of EFH authorities, including the EFH consultation process.

Identify opportunities to integrate habitat information into the fishery management process and
ecosystem-based fisheries management.

Consider how advances in habitat science can support the effective implementation and use of EFH
authorities, and identify opportunities and challenges to aligning habitat science with management needs.




