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September 25, 2018

Sarah Marrinan
Social Science Planning Team
North Pacific Fisheries Management Council

Dear Ms. Marrinan,

| am writing you this letter as the President of Tanana Chiefs Conference, in support of Kawerak
Inc.’s nomination of Mr. Brenden Raymond-Yakoubian to the Social Science Planning Team of
the North Pacific Fisheries Management Council. Mr. Brenden Raymond-Yakoubian is highly
qualified for that position.

As a part of Tanana Chiefs Conference, | have been made aware of Mr. Raymond-Yakoubian,
and based on his educational background, training and experience in Anthropology, his
extensive social science work with rural and indigenous communities across the state (including
with Traditional Knowledge bearers), and his experience and participation in the Council
process through his affiliation with Kawerak, believe that he is an ideally qualified candidate for
the Social Science Planning Team.

The North Pacific Fisheries Management Council will greatly benefit from Mr. Raymond-
Yakoubian who can provide knowledge and information that the Council needs based on his
extensive knowledge from his undergraduate and graduate degrees in Anthropology, extensive
social science and Traditional Knowledge work across the state, and involvement fisheries-
related topics.

Finally, | feel Mr. Raymond-Yakoubian is well suited for the position due to his experience with
the Bering Sea Fishery Ecosystem Plan team and Ecosystem Committee and his familiarity with
many rural and indigenous communities. Mr. Raymond-Yakoubian’s many activities have
brought him in contact with a wide variety of Alaska Native organizations, tribes, and
communities which he has built relationships with over the years.

On behalf of Tanana Chiefs Conference, | whole heartedly support the appointment of Brenden
Raymond-Yakoubian as Social Science Planning Team member of the North Pacific Fisheries
Management Council. Itis my belief that the North Pacific Fisheries Management Council
would be in great hands if he were appointed to that position.

Sincerely,
Tanana Chiefs Conference

/MQ/A%

President Victor Joseph

. y You
www.tananachiefs.org
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September 26, 2018

William Tweit, Interim Chairman

North Pacific Fishery Management Council
605 West 4" Avenue, #306

Anchorage, AK 99501

RE: Nomination of Brenden Raymond-Yakoubian to Social Science Planning Team
Dear Chairman Tweit and Council Members:

We write to express our support for Brenden Raymond-Yakoubian’s nomination to the North
Pacific Fishery Management Council’s (Council) Social Science Planning Team (SSPT). An
expert in traditional knowledge, Mr. Raymond-Yakoubian holds undergraduate and graduate
degrees in anthropology and is an ideal candidate to help realize the SSPT’s goal of improving
the quality and application of social science data and information for use in fishery management.

Pew has worked for several years with Mr. Raymond-Yakoubian on natural resource
management issues in the Arctic and Bering Sea region. With respect to fisheries, Mr. Raymond-
Yakoubian recently co-authored a peer-reviewed journal article regarding the incorporation of
traditional knowledge into the federal fishery management process in Alaska.! Additionally, Mr.
Raymond-Yakoubian has been closely engaged in the development of the fishery ecosystem plan
for the Bering Sea, and has helped build and lead a coalition of indigenous organizations and
communities seeking to advance incorporation of traditional knowledge into the Council process.
Last, having worked across the Arctic and Bering Sea regions, Mr. Raymond-Yakoubian has
developed relationships and built trust with many of the indigenous communities with whom the
Council wishes to engage as they seek to improve the use and application of social science.

Mr. Raymond-Yakoubian would be a positive and needed addition to the SSPT and we
encourage your strong consideration of his nomination. Thank you in advance for your time and
attention on this matter.

Slncerely

Steve Marx

Officer, U.S. Oceans, Pacific
The Pew Charitable Trusts
smarx@pewtrusts.org

! Raymond-Yakoubian, J., Raymond-Yakoubian, B. and Moncrieff, C. (2017) The incorporation of traditional
knowledge into Alaska federal fisheries management. Marine Policy (78): 132-142.
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September 26, 2018

Sarah Marrinan

Social Science Planning Team

North Pacific Flshenes Management Councﬂ
Sent via email to: . 1] ) )
CC'd to Council Executlve Dn'ector DaV1d Vitl

Re: City of Saint George nomination of Brenden Raymond-Yakoubian to the Social Science Planning
Team of the North Pacific Fisheries Management Council

Dear Ms. Marrinan,

On behalf of the City of Saint George we nominate Mr. Brenden Raymond-Yakoubian to the Social
Science Planning Team. Saint George Island is an Unangan community that heavily depends on the
flora and fauna — subsistence and fisheries resources of the Bering Sea.

We believe that your appointment of someone such as Mr. Raymond-Yakoubian, a person with
substantial experience of working with coastal indigenous communities of the Western Alaska and fully
appreciative and aware of the Alaska Native Traditional Knowledge and role of the Marine Subsistence
for the people of Alaska.

Thank you for your consideration of this nomination. Please contact me if you have any further
question or need additional information (907-859-2263 ext.23)

Sinei ely,

Patr1ck le:é)ff /U/é\\v—\,

Mayor
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September 19, 2018

Sarah Marrinan

Social Science Planning Team

North Pacific Fisheries Management Council

Sent via email to: sarah.marrinan@noaa.gov.

CC’d to Council Executive Director, David Witherell: david.witherell@noaa.gov

Re: Kawerak nomination of Brenden Raymond-Yakoubian to the Social Science
Planning Team of the North Pacific Fishery Management Council

Dear Ms. Marrinan,

On behalf of Kawerak we nominate Mr. Brenden Raymond-Yakoubian to the Social
Science Planning Team. Kawerak is the Alaska Native non-profit Tribal consortium for
the Bering Strait region. We have 20 member Tribes and are directed by a Board
consisting of the Presidents of the Tribes, two Elder representatives, and a
representative of the regional healthcare organization. Kawerak is an organization that
provides programs and services to western Alaska communities.

Mr. Raymond-Yakoubian has been affiliated with, and collaborating with, Kawerak for
over 5 years on a variety of social science issues and projects, including federal fisheries
related work. He has represented Kawerak at NPFMC meetings, including at the SSC,
Ecosystem Committee, FEP Team, and other Council-related meetings. Brenden is
intimately familiar with the concerns, issues and knowledge of the Tribes and
communities of the Bering Strait region, as well as other parts of the state, as relates to
fisheries, the marine environment, research and social science. He has, among other
efforts, co-led Kawerak social science research projects about Traditional Knowledge of
fish and marine mammals in the region. Brenden has also led the facilitation of a
coalition of indigenous organizations and communities in the development of extensive
comments to the Council’s Fisheries Ecosystem Plan Team. He has worked extensively
with Tribes, Tribal members and communities.

Mr. Raymond-Yakoubian has undergraduate and graduate degrees in Anthropology and
extensive knowledge of and practical experience with anthropological method and
theory and its application to fisheries-related topics. Among other topics, he has
written and published on the issues of Traditional Knowledge, community engagement,
and the use of social science in fisheries management. Brenden has also worked
extensively across the state of Alaska, in dozens of communities, on other Traditional
Knowledge and social science projects outside of the Bering Strait region.

KAWERAK, INC.

PO Box 948 e Nome Alaska 99762 ¢ 907.443.5231 e www.kawerak.org
Advancing the capacity of our people and tribes for the benefit of the region.
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Kawerak considers Mr. Raymond-Yakoubian to be an expert in documenting and working
with Traditional Knowledge and TK holders, in working with Alaska Native coastal
communities, and in the field of anthropology (including anthropological method,
theory and application) — especially as these relate to fisheries and marine resources,
subsistence, and research.

We believe that your appointment of someone such as Mr. Raymond-Yakoubian, a
person with strong ties to and experience with coastal and Tribal communities and also
the field of anthropology, would greatly benefit the work of the SSPT. We strongly
recommend him for appointment to the SSPT.

Thank you for your consideration of this nomination. Please contact me if you have any
questions or need additional information (mbahnke@kawerak.org, 907-443-5231).

Sincerely,
KAWERAK, INC.

e stn okl
Melanie Bahnke
President

Enclosure: Curriculum Vitae, Brenden Raymond-Yakoubian
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CV: Brenden Raymond-Yakoubian PO Box 924
brenden@SandhillCultureCraft.com Girdwood, AK 99587

CV: Brenden Raymond-Yakoubian

Statement of Qualifications

My educational background is mainly in anthropology; I have a BA, MA, and am currently a PhD
Candidate, all in anthropology. I have worked on social science projects spanning over two decades in
over four dozen communities across Alaska. I am considered an expert in areas relating to Local and
Traditional Knowledge, natural resource policy and management, subsistence, and the relationship
between research and communities. I have been published on the topic of integrating Traditional
Knowledge (TK) into Alaska federal fishery management, and have been the lead facilitator for a
partnership of indigenous communities and organizations making inputs related to 1nd1genous
concerns, perspectives, and knowledge (including TK) to the Council's Bering Sea Flshery Ecosystem
Plan team. Over roughly the past five years, I have worked extensively on projects with Alaska Native
communities and organizations across western Alaska, with a particular though not exclusive focus on
the Bering Strait and Norton Sound regions. This has included work on TK of walrus, TK of salmon
and environmental change, the incorporation of TK into federal fishery management, the integration of
TK in ecological mapping, and the relationships between research processes and 1nd1genoi1s
communities. In addition to having worked with many Alaska Native orgamzatlons, tribes and
communities, during my career I have performed work that was with, in, or funded by the National
Science Foundation, National Park Service, Bureau of Land Management, US Forest Service, US Fish
and Wildlife Service, Alaska Army National Guard, University of Alaska, North Pacific Research
Board, Audubon Alaska, Pew Charitable Trusts, and the Arctic-Yukon-Kuskokwim Sustainable Salmon
Initiative.

Education
e University of Chicago, Department of Anthropology: PhD Candidate, ABD Status (All But
Dissertation) (Current)
¢ University of Tartu (Estonia), Semiotics and Theory of Culture: Visiting Student (2006)
University of Alaska-Fairbanks, Department of Anthropology: M.A. (2000) ‘
Cornell University, Department of Anthropology and Department of Archaeology: B.A. (double
major) (1998)

Selected Positions, Appointments, & Memberships

e Current: Principal and Owner: Sandhill.Culture.Craft. Social science research and consulting
firm (2012-present)
Current: Registered Professional Archaeologist (2005 and 2016-present)
Research Assistant, University of Chicago, for Dr. Michael Silverstein (2007)
Archaeological Crew Chief, Colorado State University, Center for Environmental Management
on Military Lands, Space Missile Defense lands on Ft. Greely Alaska (2005)

e Project Archaeologist and Staff Archaeologist, Integrated Concepts and Research Qorporation,
Eagle River Alaska division (2002-2004)

e Teaching Assistant, Research Assistant, and Instructor, University of Alaska Fairbanks (1998-
2004, except between Fall 2002 and Spring 2004)

e Assistant Crew Chief and Archaeologist Technician, Northern Land Use Research, Inc. (2001)

e Archaeologist Technician, National Park Service (2000)

Page 1
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e Archaeologist Technician, Bureau of Land Management (1999)

e Archaeological Program Assistant, University of Alaska Museum, University of Alaska
Fairbanks (1998)

e Archaeological Program Assistant, University of Alaska Fairbanks archaeological field school
(1997)

Selected Honors & Awards
e (2011) Doctoral Dissertation Improvement Grant, National Science Foundation
* (2005-2009) Fellowship for graduate studies, University of Chicago Division of Social Sciences
e (1998-2004) Assistantships with tuition waiver and stipend, University of Alaska Fairbanks
Department of Anthropology. Teaching Assistant Spring 1998 through Fall 2001 (Fall 2001:
instructor for introductory anthropology course), Fall 2004. Research Assistant Fall 2000.
(2000) University of Alaska Fairbanks Graduate School Thesis Research Tuition Scholarship
(1999) University of Alaska Museum Geist Fund Award for M.A. field research
(1998) Magna Cum Laude, Cornell University Department of Anthropology
(1998) “Distinction in All Subjects,” Cornell University, conferred upon graduation
(1998) Golden Key National Honor Society, Cornell University
(1998) Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society, Cornell University
(1998) Phi Beta Kappa Honor Society, Cornell University
(1995-1998) S.T.A.R. Scholarship, Cornell University
(1996-1997) Hirsch Scholarship, Cornell University Archaeology Program
(1995-1997) Dean's List, Cornell University
(1995-1997) Cigna Foundation Scholarship

Selected Papers, Presentations, Etc.

B. Raymond-Yakoubian and J. Raymond-Yakoubian (forthcoming) Power, Reason, and Cosmology:
Gatekeeping and Western Alaska. Journal of Ethnology and Folkloristics. University of Tartu
Department of Ethnology. Tartu, Estonia.

Raymond-Yakoubian, B and J. Raymond-Yakoubian (n.d.) The Scope and Extents of Indigenous
Knowledge and the Cross-Cultural Epistemic Assumptions of Alaskan Natural Resource Management.
In preparation for publication in the Journal of Ethnology and Folklore, University of Tartu Press,
Tartu, Estonia.

B. Raymond-Yakoubian and J. Raymond-Yakoubian (2018) Research Processes and Indigenous
Communities in Western Alaska: Results from a Workshop on Indigenous Perspectives. In Witness the
Arctic. Arctic Research Consortium of the United States: Fairbanks, Alaska.

Audubon Alaska, Sandhill.Culture.Craft, and Stephen R. Braund & Associates (2017) Subsistence. In
M.A. Smith, M.S. Goldman, E.J. Knight, and J.J. Warrenchuk (2017), Ecological Atlas of the Bering,
Chukchi, and Beaufort Seas. Second Edition. Audubon Alaska: Anchorage, Alaska.

J. Raymond-Yakoubian and B. Raymond-Yakoubian (2017) Knowledge, Sustainability, and the

Indigenization of Research. Paper presented at the Arctic Council Social, Economic, and Cultural
Expert Group Workshop, Inari, Finland, September 23, 2017.

Page 2
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B. Raymond-Yakoubian and J. Raymond-Yakoubian (2017) Research Processes and Indigenous
Communities in Western Alaska: Workshop Report. Report to the National Science Foundation for
Award 1624041. Prepared by Sandhill.Culture.Craft and Kawerak Social Science Program Kawerak,
Inc.: Nome, Alaska.

J. Raymond-Yakoubian, B. Raymond-Yakoubian, and C. Moncrieff (2017) The incorporation of
traditional knowledge into Alaska federal fisheries management. In Marine Policy 78 (2017): 132-142.

B. Raymond-Yakoubian and J. Raymond-Yakoubian (2016) Perspectives on the impacts of research
on Alaskan indigenous communities: Notes from an anthropological inquiry into research processes.
Paper presented at the National Park Service Centennial Science and Stewardship Symposium,
Fairbanks, Alaska, October 19, 2016.

B. Raymond-Yakoubian and J. Raymond-Yakoubian (2016) “Power, reason, and cosmology in the
researched North: How knowledge, sovereignty, and reality are shaped by gatekeepers of the research
processes affecting Alaska Native communities.” Presented at the Tartu University Arctic Workshop,
Tartu, Estonia, June 2016.

B. Raymond-Yakoubian and J. Raymond-Yakoubian (2015) “At the Intersection of Bering Strait Inuit
Subsistence Lifeways, Western Science and Management, and Environmental Change: Scientific and
Regulatory Ideology, Human-Environmental Justice, and the Indigenization of Climate Change.” Paper
presented at the Climate Change in Culture Conference. Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island.

B. Raymond-Yakoubian and J. Raymond- Yakoubian (2015) “'Always taught not to waste': Local
Traditional Knowledge and Norton Sound/Bering Strait Salmon Populations.” Arctic-Yukon-
Kuskokwim Sustainable Salmon Initiative Project #1333 Final Report. Prepared for Kawerak Inc.
Nome, Alaska.

B. Raymbnd-Yakoubian, L. Kaplan, M. Topkok, and J. Raymond-Yakoubian (2014; revised 2015)
“The World has Changed”: Inalit Traditional Knowledge of Walrus in the Bering Strait. Kawerak Inc.
North Pacific Research Board Project 1013 Final Report. |

M. Topkok, L. Kaplan, J. Raymond-Yakoubian, B. Raymond-Yakoubian, and the Native Village of
Diomede (2014) “We depend on the sea: The Importance of Walrus to Little Diomede.” Presented at
the Alaska Marine Science Symposium, Anchorage, Alaska.

B. Raymond-Yakoubian and J. Raymond-Yakoubian (2013) “Navigating Change in Inalit-Walrus
Relationships.” Presented at the Alaska Marine Science Symposium, Anchorage, Alaska, and at the
Westem Alaska Interdisciplinary Science Conference: Rural Science in Action, Nome, Alaska.

B. Raymond-Yakoubian and J. Raymond-Yakoubian (2012) “The Discontented Grass Plant:

Consciousness and Plants on Alaska’s Northwest Coast.” Presented at the Society for the
Anthropology of Consciousness annual meeting, Boulder, Colorado: February 2012.

Page 3
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A. Robertson, S. Shirar, M. Proue, J. Burr, and B. Raymond-Yakoubian. (2005) “Archaeological
Survey For: U.S. Army Space and Missile Defense Command Fort Greely, Alaska 2005.” Center for
Environmental Management of Military Lands (CEMML), Colorado State University, Ft. Collins, CO.

B. Raymond-Yakoubian (2003) “Final Inventory and Evaluation of Historic Properties: For Lands
within the Area of Potential Effect from Addendum No. 1 to the Plan of Operation for the Kensington
Gold Project submitted by Coeur Alaska, Inc. in April 2002.” Prepared for the US Forest Service by
ICRC. On file at the Alaska Office of History and Archaeology, Anchorage, AK.

B. Raymond-Yakoubian (2003) “Archaeological and Historic Resources Survey in Pitka’s Point,
Alaska.” Prepared for the Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium by ICRC. On file at the Alaska
Office of History and Archaeology, Anchorage, AK.

B. Raymond-Yakoubian (2003) “New Health Clinic Construction in Grayling, Alaska: Archaeological
and Historic Resources Survey, 2003.” Prepared for the Yukon-Kuskokwim Health Corporation by
ICRC. On file at the Alaska Office of History and Archaeology, Anchorage, AK.

B. Raymond-Yakoubian (2002) “Unocal Archaeological and Historical Resources Report: Stariski
Creek A&B and Happy Valley A&B Prospects.” Prepared for Unocal by ICRC. On file at the Alaska
Office of History and Archaeology, Anchorage, AK.

J. Bartel and B. Raymond-Yakoubian (2002) “Final Tiered Environmental Assessment and Final
FONSI.” Three reports for National Guard sites in Alakanuk, Quinhagak and Kwigillingok. Prepared
for the Alaska Army National Guard by ICRC. On file at the Alaska Army National Guard
Environmental Office, Camp Carroll, Fort Richardson, AK.

B. Ream, B. Morris, and B. Raymond-Yakoubian (2002) “Final Report: Archaeological and Historic
Survey.” Seventeen reports for Federal Scout Readiness Centers in Alakanuk, Brevig Mission, Eek,
Elim, Kodiak, Koyuk, Kwigillingok, Nunapitchuk, Quinhagak, Saint Michael, Shaktoolik, Stebbins,
Teller, Togiak, Toksook Bay, Tununak and Unalakleet. Prepared for the Alaska Army National Guard
by ICRC. On file at the Alaska Office of History and Archaeology, Anchorage, AK.

B. Ream, B. Raymond-Yakoubian, and B. Morris, (2002) “NHPA Section 106 Review: Stebbins
Housing Authority EDA & HUD 2002 Construction Project.” Prepared for the Stebbins Housing
Authority by ICRC. On file at the Alaska Office of History and Archaeology, Anchorage, AK.

B. Raymond-Yakoubian (2001) “The Holikachuk Stick Dance.” Presented at the Alaska
Anthropological Association annual meeting, Fairbanks, AK.

J. Kari, J. Raymond-Yakoubian, and B. Raymond-Yakoubian (2000) Holikachuk language
placenames of the Innoko River region project. Project results presented by J. Raymond-Yakoubian in
Grayling, AK in March 2000.

B. Raymond-Yakoubian (2000) Lived Ethnicity: Identity, Consciousness, and Discursive Practice in
Grayling, Alaska. MA Thesis, University of Alaska Fairbanks Department of Anthropology. Fairbanks,
AK.
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B. Raymond-Yakoubian interviewed by Jon McWhorter on KUAC (Alaska Public Radio) “Alaska
Edition.” Interview based on MA thesis: September 13, 2000.

J. Raymond-Yakoubian and B. Raymond-Yakoubian (2000) “A New Recipe for Fieldwork: On Being
Vegetarian in the Field.” Presented at the Alaska Anthropological Association annual meeting,
Anchorage, AK.

J. Raymond-Yakoubian and B. Raymond-Yakoubian (1999) “Report on Fieldwork in Central, Alaska,
Summer 1999.” Field report on file at the Bureau of Land Management Northern Field Office,
Fairbanks, AK.

B. Raymond-Yakoubian (1999) “Unchained Semiology: Silencing the Radical Zenith” Aetna First
Prize, University of Connecticut Freshman Writing Prizes, 1995. In Essay Connections: Freshman
English Prize Essays, vol. 2, University of Connecticut Department of English, Storrs, CT.

B. Raymond-Yakoubian (1998), “Indian Fort Road: Speculation and Suggestion.” Appendix in S.
Bauer (1998) Indian Fort Road Site Report. Cornell University Press, Ithaca, NY.

Ramage, J., B. Isacks, and B. Yakoubian (1997) “ERS-1 Radar Glacier Zones and Their

Meteorological Controls: Copper River Region, Alaska.” Canadian Geophysical Union — Hydrology
Abstract.
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