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ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME
REPORT TO THE NORTH PACIFIC FISHERY MANAGEMENT
COUNCIL
December 2008

Fisheries managed by the State of Alaska since the last council report include those

for salmon, scallops, crab and groundfish.

Salmon Troll Fishery (FIGURE 1)

The Southeast Alaska winter troll chinook salmon season opened October 11,
2008. It will remain open through April 30, 2009, or until 45,000 treaty chinook
salmon are harvested. The fishery is confined to the waters east of the winter
boundary line (surf line) and includes the waters of Yakutat Bay. Because of high
fuel prices and very poor weather on the grounds, harvest numbers are down, with

the latest catch estimates totaling approximately 3,000 fish.

Scallops (FIGURE 2)

The Alaska commercial scallop fishery opened on July 1, 2008. Catch to date is
approximately 223,000 pounds, with catch out of the Yakutat District accounting for

78 percent of the harvest total to date.




Aleutian Islands Golden King Crab (FIGURE 3)
The 2008/09 Area O (Aleutian Islands) commercial golden king crab fishery opened

August 15, 2008. The total allowable catch (TAC) is 5.985 million pounds. The TAC
is apportioned east and west of 174° W longitude. The Eastern IFQ TAC is 2.835
million pounds. Catch to date in this fishery is 2.6 million pounds (90 percent).

The Western TAC is 2.835 million pounds, with the IFQ harvest set at 2.55 million
pounds. Catch for this fishery is confidential given the number of participants.

The golden king crab fishery in the Aleutian Islands remains open through May 15,
2008.

Bristol Bay Red King Crab (FIGURE 4)

The 2008/09 Bristol Bay red king crab fishery opened on October 15, 2008 and will
remain open through January 15, 2009. The IFQ TAC for this fishery is 18.3 million
pounds. To date, approximately 17.2 million pounds (94 percent) have been taken.

Bering Sea Snow Crab (FIGURE 5)

The 2008/09 snow crab IFQ TAC is approximately 52.7 million pounds. The
2008/09 Bering Sea snow crab fishery opened on October 15, 2008 and will remain
open through May 15, 2009 in the Eastern Subdistrict and through May 31, 2009 in
the Western Subdistrict.

Bering Sea Tanner Crab (FIGURE )

The season for C. bairdi open on October 15, 2008 and will close on March 31,
2009. The Bering Sea District Tanner crab stock is managed east and west of 166°
W longitude, with a separate TAC for each area. The Eastern [FQ TAC is 2.49
million pounds, while the Western IFQ TAC is 1.38 million pounds. To date, there
have been about 530,000 pounds (21 percent) taken in the Eastern District.



Central Region Pacific Cod (FIGURE 7)

Prince William Sound

The Prince William Sound state managed Pacific cod season opened on February
21, 2008, which was seven days after the close of the federal fishery. The GHL is
586,430 pounds, which was calculated as 10 percent of the federal Eastern Gulf
ABC. Catch to date is about 7,600 pounds by four vessels using jig gear.

Cook Inlet

The Cook Inlet state managed Pacific cod season opened on February 21, 2008,
which was 24 hours after the close of the federal fishery. The GHL is 3,133,403
pounds. That GHL is calculated as 3.75 percent of the Acceptable Biological Catch
(ABC) for the federal Central Gulf of Alaska area. The state waters season closed
to vessels greater than 58 feet in overall length and fishing pot gear on April 1, 2008
due to attainment of the harvest cap set by regulation for that gear segment. The
season closed to other vessels fishing pot gear during the regulatory closure period
May 1 through June 15 and then remained open to pot and jig gears until noon
September 1 when the parallel season was reopened. Consistent with the Cook
Inlet Pacific Cod Management Plan, the parallel season for Pacific cod closed at
noon October 3, the state waters season for Pacific cod reopened at noon October
4, 2008 and the remaining GHL of 988,145 Ib is unallocated among gear types.

Westward Region Pacific Cod (FIGURE 8)

Kodiak Pacific Cod (FIGURE 9)
The Kodiak Area state-waters Pacific cod season opened on Wednesday, February

27, 2008, which was seven days after the close of the federal fishery. It closed on
November 22, 2008. The 2008 state-waters guideline harvest level (GHL) was
10.44 million pounds. The GHL was allocated 50 percent to mechanical jig and
hand troll gears and 50 percent to pot gear.



The Kodiak fishery progressed through both state water and parallel water
management regimes as the season evolved. Final harvest by the pot sector was ~
approximately 7.7 million pounds, while the jig fleet harvested about 2.0 million

pounds.

Chignik Pacific Cod (FIGURE 10)
The state waters Pacific cod fishery in Chignik opened by regulation on March 1.

The GHL is 7.31 million pounds, with pot vessels targeting 90 percent of that
amount. Management occurred under both state water and paraliel fishery
regulations. Catch to date is approximately 6.7 million pounds for the pot sector,

while jig catch remains confidential given the number of participants.

South Alaska Peninsula Pacific Cod (FIGURE 11)

The Pacific cod fishery for the South Alaska Peninsula opened March 7, 2008,

which was seven days after the close of the federal fishery. The GHL was /)
approximately 14.29 million pounds, with 85 percent targeted by pot gear. The pot

fishery closed on April 1, 2008 with a total harvest of about 11.9 million pounds.

The jig sector closed on September 1, 2008 with a harvest of about 1.4 million

pounds.

Southeast Groundfish (FIGURE 12)

The Northern Southeast Inside (NSEI or Chatham Strait) longline fishery and
Southern Southeast Inside (SSEI or Clarence Strait) pot fishery closed by
regulation on November 15, 2008. Catch in the SSEI fishery (both longiine and pot)
was 618,033 round pounds (89 percent) of the 696,000 pounds available annual
harvest objective. Preliminary catch for the NSEI fishery was 1,505,049 (99.8
percent) pounds on the 1,508,000 pounds quota.

The directed lingcod fishery and lingcod bycatch in the troll fisheries closed by
regulation on November 30, 2008. Preliminary catch is estimated at about 300,000 /N

N
~

pounds for the region.



Pacific cod landings in the directed fishery have increased. Approximately 533,000
pounds have been harvested this year from directed and bycatch fisheries
combined. Northern southeast inside fisheries account for about 98 percent of the

catch.

The directed fishery for demersal shelf rockfish opened on November 16, 2008, in
NSEI (20 mt) and a portion of SSEI (25 mt).

The department closed the state waters section of the Southeast Outside (SEO)
district to longline fishing on October 21, 2008, in unison with the federal longline
groundfish closure to prevent exceeding the 2008 halibut prohibited species catch
limit for vessel targeting groundfish with longline gear.

Subsistence Halibut (FIGURE 13)

The department’s Division of Subsistence has been conducting a federally funded
project to develop annual estimates of the number of individuals and their catch
under the federally created subsistence halibut program. Results were collected
through a voluntary mail-out survey of all holders of subsistence halibut registration
certificates (SHARC). The project covered a five-year period from 2003 through
2007, utilizing consistent methods throughout the project. The division’s Technical
Paper, Number 342, reports on their 2007 findings. Briefly, the response rate for
2007 was 58 percent, similar to prior years. There were approximately 6,000
fishermen with an estimated harvest of just over one million pounds, which was
similar to prior years’ results. As in prior years, the largest portion occurred in
Regulatory Area 2C (Southeast), followed by Area 3A (Southcentral), with very
similar amounts. Reduced funding for the 2008 fishery results in a focus on just
these two areas. Finally, continuation of harvest monitoring beyond 2008 is

uncertain.
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Alaska Board of Fisheries (FIGURE 14)
The Alaska Board of Fisheries met in Cordova, Alaska from December 1 through 7.
Their agenda included several Pacific cod proposal, as well as others of possible

interest to the Council.

Proposal 34 - Manage by emergency order in the Pacific cod fishery. Season
currently opens with federal Central GOA season. This proposal, if adopted, would
require it to open with federal Eastern GOA season. Individual proposing this
change says the season now closes before the biomass moves into the area.

Proposal 35 - Modify opening of the Pacific cod fishery. Open and close the
parallel season in PWS east of a one at 147° W longitude to coincide with the initial
federal season in the Eastern GOA. Individual proposing this change says the
season now closes before the biomass moves into the area.

Proposal 36 -. Vessels engaged in longlining halibut in PWS Area may retain P cod
if they are in possession of a miscelianeous finfish permit and the state waters

season is open or a parallel season is open.

Proposal 37 — Provide for a new regulation under 5 AAC 20.xxx that allows the
incidental harvest of Pacific cod in the directed halibut fishery and state waters
sablefish fishery in Prince William Sound.

Proposal 38 - Expand the outside district of PWS to the harvest of Pacific cod.
Federal and state management areas do not align. This proposal would open
waters from 147° W longitude to 144° W longitude for the parallel Pacific cod
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Proposal 41 - Establish Area E (PWS) commercial skate fishery.

Proposal 42 - Allow the retention of spiny dogfish in the longline fishery in PWS.

Proposal 93 — 5 AAC 01.645 (e) (1) (2). Subsistence bag, possession, and size
limits. Allow retention of rockfish up to the daily bag limit in the subsistence halibut



fishery. This regulation would align PWS regulations with those passed for Cook
Inlet in 2007, reducing sport and subsistence bag limits from five rockfish to four
rockfish per day, making the population in the area more sustainable

An error with the supplemental legal notice mail-out will cause a procedural delay
on final board action on the seven supplemental proposals (#369 - #375) that were
scheduled for the December 1 through 7 Board of Fisheries meeting in Cordova.
The problem arose from an aspect of the 30-day notice requirement. The board will
need to hold off on final action on these proposals until a board teleconference, to
be scheduled for late December. The public testimony, staff reports, and board
deliberation proceeded as scheduled in Cordova on December 5, 2008. One aspect
of this change is that final action would come after the December Council meeting,
thus allowing time for any additional Council comment.

Proposal 369 - Clarify regulations on non-pelagic trawl closure in the Bristol Bay
area (5 AAC 39.165(3), and 39.164 (b) (7).

Proposal 370 — Modify regulations on non-pelagic trawl and essential fish habitat in
the Bering Sea (5 AAC 39.164(b) and 5 AAC 39.167.

Proposal 371 — Provide a uniform vessel size limit of 60 feet LOA in the Aleutian
Islands District Pacific cod fishery (5 AAC 28.647 (d)(3).

Proposal 372 — Reduce daily catch limit to 75,000 pounds for the Aleutian Islands

District Pacific cod fishery (5 AAC 28.647 (d)(7). v

\
pre>™ }k/: <3
Proposal 373 — Limit longline vessel to 55 feet in the Bering Sea/Aleutian Islands
management area Pacific cod fishery (6 AAC 28.087). o

Proposal 374 — Reporting requirements for the Parallel Fisheries

Proposal 375 — Full documentation of retained groundfish catch
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Figure 1a. 2009 Winter Troll Chinook Salmon Fishery Update 17-Nov B
Data for October 26- Nov 1 (week 44) Catch || Figure 1b. sy : .
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Figure 3.
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Bering Sea Snow Crab Harvests
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KODIAK CHIGNIK SOUTH ALASKA PENINSULA
Vessel Registration Total rot Jig Total Pot Jige Total Jig
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Sowrce: Alaskn Department of Fish and Game http://www.efadfg.stateank.as/regiond/finfish/grndfish/grmdhomd.php ©@2008 Alaska Department of Fish and Game

Ivision of Commercial Fishenes

Division of Commercial Fisheries




Figure 9

Kodiak State Waters Pacific Cod Harvest
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Estimated Subsistence Harvests of Halibut in Alaska, 2003 - 2007 Estimated harvest: 1,032,293 Ibs (net
(Ibs net weight) weight); 53,697 fish.

| OAwaZC @AcalA  OOther |

1,400,000 51% in Area 20; 36% Area 3A

1,200,000+

1,000,000

Reduced fiunding for 2008 estimates; data
collection will focus on Areas 2C and 3A.

800,000 |
600,000 | |—
400,000 |

Continuation| ofi harvest monitoring beyond
2008t uncertain:

200,000 -
0

2003 2004 2005 2006 2007



- Proposal 34 — Manage by Eme
fishery

* Proposal 35 — Modify opening of the Pacific cod fishery to
EGOA

*Proposal 36 Permlt halibut/sablefish IFQ holders to target
AN aCIfIC cod

™~

: ';Proposal 37 —

*Proposal 38 - Expand the PWS Outside District to harvest of
Pacific cod




Alaska Board of Fisheries
December 1-7, 2008 Cordova, AK

Proposal 39 - Allow fishing for Pacific cod in state waters near
Cordova

_u81@am_ 42 — >AO<< 682_03 o_?w.v_ acc gfish in the longline

| .-_,. n@mm_ 369 — O_mz? _w:mﬁo_ mm<§a gelagic trawl regulations

e

PE _.odomm_ w.xo — Close certain Bering Sea areas to non-pelagic
trawling
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