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1993 BSAI GROUNDFISH DISCARD,
ROCK SOLE FISHERY

RSOL 53%
RETAINED 25%’ DISCARD 75% PR YFIN 2%
' ) MISC 9%
" RETAINED VS DISCARD ~PLTK 25% =~ PCOD 1%

TOTAL GROUNDFISH DISCARD

(through 4/3/93)
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Pollock Landings, 1976-92
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Pacific Cod Landings, 1976-92
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Rockfish Landings, 1976-92
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Rockfish Landings, 1976-92

25,000
20,000
=
© 15,000
—
.O
é 10,000
5,000
0 T O RANANNNNNN & \\
1976 1978 1980 1982 1984 1986 1988 1990 1992
Year
Y GOA, DAP, GOA, DAP, GOA, JVP, GOA, JVP,
Other Trawl 2 Other Trawl

Source: Aggregated data set released to

the public.




STATUS OF COUNCIL TASKING
April 11, 1993
ACTION STATUS
REPORTS:
1 Scallop Management Report in Apr
2 Crab Management Report in Apr
REGULATORY AMENDMENTS:
1 Trawl Mesh Regulations Initial review in Apr
2 Insh/Offsh/CDQ Bycatch Passed by Council
Review in Apr
3 Performance Pelagic PR published Apr 1
Trawls Comments until Apr 30
4 1993 Rept/Record Being developed by NMFS
Requirements
5 Observer Requirements PR in Preparation
1993
Require Offloading of PSC PR in WDC
Species Caught Beyond
EEZ
7 Standard PRRs PR in WDC
8 Pollock Roe-Stripping PRR PR inWDC
9 Gangion-Cutting/Careful PR published in FR
Release Comments until Apr 20
10 Hook & Line Fair Start PR published Apr 1
Comments until Apr 28
11 Define Legal Gear Types Final action in Apr
12 Rockfish Directed Fishing Report in Apr
Standards
13 Prohibit Landing of Dropped for legal reasons
Undersized Halibut from
beyond EEZ
Tasking 1

AGENDA B-3
APRIL 1993

TASKING

ADFG/Council

Region/ADFG/Council

Council/Region

Council/Region
Regibn

Region
Region/Council
Region/Center
Region

Region

Region
Region

Region

Region/Council

RRS/CHR



ACTION

STATUS

REGULATORY AMENDMENTS: (continued)

14 Delay 2nd Quarter GOA

Pollock Season (Reg.
Amdt.) :
15 'A’ Season Framework
PLAN AMENDMENTS:
1 Moratorium

2 Exclusive Registration

3 Sablefish/Halibut IFQs

4 NPFR Plan

5 GOA - 26 King Crab
Closures
GOA - 26(a) King Crab
Closures Extended to

Pelagic Gear

6 Trawl Test Zones
A 22027

7 Pref Seasonal Allocations
of Cod

8 Pribilof Closures

9 Salmon Bycatch

10 Salmon VIP

11 'B’ Season Delay

12 Sitka Block/Hegge Block
1000 Pd Floor

13 Comprehensive Rational
Plan

Tasking

Final Rule on Mar 31

Report in Apr

Submit to SOC Review in
Apr

Passed by Council
Review in Apr

Final Rule pending

Submit to SOC Review in
April
Final rule effective Dec 17

Initial review in Apr

Final rule in effect

Initial review in Apr

Report in Apr
Final decision in Apr

Initial review in Apr

"PRon Apr 1

Comments by Apr 16

Initial Review in Jun

Report in Apr

TASKING

Region

Council

Council/Region

Council/Region

Council/Region

Council/Region/Center

Council/Region/Center

Council

Region

Center

ADFG
ADFG
Region

Council/Region

State/Council

Council

RRS/CHR



ACTION

PLAN AMENDMENTS: (cont’d)

14 Subdivide Aleutians Mgmt
Area

15 Establish Atka Mackerel as
Separate Species in GOA

16 Total Weight Measurement

17 Ban Night Trawling

18 Rockfish Rebuilding
Amendment

OTHER ACTIONS:

1 June 24, 1992 Control Date

2 Final Groundfish Specs for
1993 (including EA)

3 Review GOA Pacific
Ocean Perch Specs

Tasking

STATUS

Under SOC review
Day 95 is Jul 6
Initial review in Apr

Initial review in Apr

Report in Apr

Initial review in Apr

FR Notice in WDC

File in March

Apr

TASKING

Center/Council
Center/Region/Council
Region

Council

Center/Region/Council

Region

Region

Region

RRS/CHR
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AGENDA B-3
Supplemental

Opening and Closing Dates for Various BSAI & GOA Groundfish Fisheries for 1991, 1992 & 1993 to date.

Species Year Gear Type Area Open date  Close date Reason for Closure
Pollock 1991 Trawl Bering Sea 1-Jan 22-Feb  "A" Season TAC taken
1-Jdun 4-Sep “B" Season TAC taken
Aleutian Islands 1-Jun 23-Mar  TAC taken
1991 Trawl Gulf of Alaska 1-Jan 15-Feb  Interim TAC taken
13-Jun 24-Jul 3rd quarter TAC taken
21-Oct 25-Oct  4th quarter TAC taken
1992 Trawl Bering Sea 20-Jan ‘6-Mar  "A" Season TAC taken
- 1-dun 22-Sep  "B" Season TAC taken
Aleutian Islands 20-Jan 15-Apr  TAC taken
1-Jun 8-Jul TAC taken
1992 Trawl Guif of Alaska 20-Jan 7-Feb 1st quarter TAC taken
1-Jun 17-Jun  2nd quarter TAC taken
1-Jul 12-Jul  3rd quarter TAC taken
1-Oct 8-Oct 4th quarter TAC taken
1993 Trawl, Inshore Bering Sea 20-Jan 24-Mar  "A" Season TAC taken
Offshore Bering Sea 20-Jan 22-Feb  "A" Season TAC taken
Inshore Aleutian Islands 20-Jan 9-Apr TAC taken
Offshore Aleutian Islands 20-Jan 31-Mar  TAC taken
1992 Trawl, Inshore GOA, Area 61 1-Jan 24-Mar  1st quarter TAC taken
Inshore GOA, Area 62 1-Jan 25-Feb  1st quarter TAC taken
Inshore GOA, Area 63 1-Jan 25-Feb  1st quarter TAC taken
Pacific cod 1991  Trawl Bering Sea/Aleutian ls. 1-Jan 8-Mar Halibut PSC, quarterly
Trawl Bering Sea/Aleutian Is. 1-Apr 8-May Halibut PSC, quarterly
Trawl Bering Sea/Aleutian Is. 1-Jul 8-Jul Halibut PSC, quarterly
Hook & Line  Bering Sea/Aleutian lIs. 1-dan 31-Dec  no closure for 1991
All Western Gulf 1-Jan 23-Mar  TAC taken
All Central Gulf 1-Jan 29-Apr  TAC taken
1992 Trawl Bering Sea/Aleutian Is, 20-Jan 16-Feb  Halibut PSC, quarterly
Trawl Bering Sea/Aleutian Is. 7-Mar 6-May Halibut PSC, quarterly
Hook & Line  Bering Sea/Aleutian ls. 1-Jan 5-Oct Halibut PSC, Hook&Line
- Pot - -—Bering'Sea/Aleutian1s. -~ 1-dan 30-Nov  TAC taken
Trawl Waestern Gulf 20-Jan 5-Mar
Hook & Line  Western Gulf 1-Jan 5-Mar
Trawl Central & Eastern Gulf 20-Jan 4-Apr TAC taken
Hook & Line  Central & Eastern Gulf 1-Jan 4-Apr TAC taken
Trawl, Inshore Central Gulf 1-Oct 16-Oct  TAC taken

Page 1




Openings & Closures Countinued.

Species Year Gear Type Area Open date  Close date Reason for Closure

P.Cod. Cont. 1993 Trawl Bering Sea/Aleutian Is.  20-Jan Mid May? TAC taken
Hook & Line  Bering Sea/Aleutian lIs. i-Jan Mid May? TAC taken
All Western GOA Inshore 1-Jan 9-Mar TAC taken
All Central Gulf Inshore 1-Jan 24-Mar  TAC taken
Sablefish 1991 Hook & Line  Gulf of Alaska 15-May 17-Jun TAC taken
Bering Sea/Aleutian ls. 1-Jan 31-Dec
1992 Hook & Line  Gulf of Alaska 15-May 3-dun TAC taken
Bering Sea/Aleutian ls. 1-Jan 5-Oct . Halibut PSC
1993 Hock & Line  Gulf of Alaska 15-May ?
Bering Sea/Aleutian ls. 1-Jan ?
Yellowfin Sole 1991 Trawl Bering Sea/Aleutian Is. ' 1-May 15-Oct
GL Turbot 1992 Trawl Bering Sea/Aleutian Is. 1-May 31-Dec
AT Flounder 1993 Trawl Bering Sea/Alsutian Is. 1-May ?
Other Flatfish
Bocksole 1991  Trawl Bering Sea/Aleutian ls. i-Jan 6-Jun Halibut PSC
1992 Trawl Bering Sea/Alsutian ls. 20-Jan 4-Apr Halibut PSC
1993 Trawl Bering Sea/Aleutian ls. 20-Jan 26-Feb  1st Halibut PSC ~
1993 Trawl Bering Sea/Aleutian Is. 5-Apr
Atka Mackerel 1991 Trawl Bering Sea/Aleutian Is. 1-Jan 29-Mar  TAC taken
1992 Trawl Bering Sea/Aleutian Is. 20-Jan 16-Apr  TAC taken
1993 Trawl Bering Sea/Aleutian Is. 20-Jan 11-Mar  TAC taken
Bockfish All Gears Both Guif and BSAI Various openings and closures
(various species) throughout the year
Other Species 1993 all Waestern GOA 1/1/93 4/2/93 TAC taken
Notes:
Closures are generally due to attainment of the TAC or attainment of a Prohibited Species Catch (PSC).
PSCs can be apportioned quarterly, seasonally, or by trimester, depending on the fishery and the management area.
TACs in the Gulf of Ak. are spacially apportioned into Eastern, Central and Western Gulf areas.
Closures listed are general, and aggregate some fisheries closures to the last day opened. N
For 1993, the BSAI Pollock 'B' Season will start August 15.
This list is not inclusive of all species of fish managed by the NMFS.

Page 2



National Marine Fisheries Service Prepared: 04/08/93 at 10:33 PM
P.O. Box 21668 NMFS/AKR Fish Management
Juneau, Alaska 99802-1668 (907) 586-7229

1993 BERING SEA & ALEUTIANS APPORTIONMENTS TO DOMESTIC
ANNUAL PROCESSING (DAP) AND PRELIMINARY CATCH IN ROUND METRIC TONS
Data are from Weekly Production and Observer Reports through 04/03/93
DAP Apportionments are initial TACs based on Final Specifications

TOTAL DAP REMAINING % LAST WK
CATCH APPORT. FOR DAP TAKEN CATCH

BERING SEA
other Rockfish 29 306 277 9 1
Pacific Ocean Perch 473 2831 2358 17 0
other Red Rockfish 51 1020 969 5 1
Sablefish (Fixed Gear) 48 638 590 8 ]
Sablefish (Trawl) 1 637 636 0 0
Pollock - Inshore 178423 174038 -4386 103 265
Pollock - Offshore 347037 323213 -23825 107 1730
ALEUTIAN ISLANDS
other Rockfish 125 706 581 18 11
Pacific Ocean Perch 429 11815 11386 4 42
Sharpchin/Northern 545 4335 3790 13 59
Shortraker /Rougheye 753 935 182 81 8
Sablefish (Fixed Gear) 465 1657 1192 28 57
Sablefish (Trawl) 3 553 550 1 0
Pollock - Inshore 9071 16706 7635 54 9071
Pollock - Offshore 34107 31024 -3083 110 3844
BERING SEA & ALEUTIANS
Arrowtooth Flounder 3483 8500 5017 41 160
Atka Mackerel 33378 32000 -1378 104 87
Greenland Turbot 290 5950 5660 5 23
Other Flatfish 8070 67150 59080 12 233
Other Species 10291 22610 12319 46 568
Pacific Cod 102091 164500 62409 62 7619
Rock Sole 43646 63750 20104 68 368
squid 327 1700 1373 19 3
Yellowfin Sole 867 187000 186133 0 1
BOGOSLOF
Pollock - Inshore 41 298 257 14 0
Pollock - Offshore 592 552 -40 107 0

TOTALS: 774636 1124423 349787 69 24150



National Marine Fisheries Service Prepared: 04/08/93 at 10:37 PM
P.O. Box 21668 NMFS/AKR Fish Management
Juneau, Alaska 99802-1668 (907) 586-7229

1993 BERING SEA & ALEUTIANS REPORT ON DAP HARVEST
BY GEAR TYPE
includes weekly production and observer reports through 04/03/93

TRAWL H&L POT OTH TOTAL
BERING SEA
Other Rockfish 19 11 v} 0 30
Pacific Ocean Perch 468 5 0 0 473
Other Red Rockfish 43 8 0 0 51
Sablefish (Fixed Gear) 0 49 0 0 49
Sablefish (Trawl) 1 0 0 0 1
Pollock - Inshore 178205 218 0 0 178423
Pollock - Offshore 345604 1433 0 0 347037
ALEUTIAN ISLANDS
other Rockfish 33 91 0 0 124
Pacific Ocean Perch 427 2 0 0 429
Sharpchin/Northern 513 32 0 0 545
Shortraker/Rougheye 679 74 0 0 753
Sablefish (Fixed Gear) 0 465 0 0 465
Sablefish (Trawl) 3 0 0 0 3
Pollock - Inshore 9072 0 0 0 9072
Pollock - Offshore 34084 23 0 0 34107
BERING SEA & ALEUTIANS
Arrowtooth Flounder 3034 449 0 0 3483
Atka Mackerel 33375 3 0 0 33378
Greenland Turbot 76 214 0 0 290
Other Flatfish 7902 168 1 0 8071
Other Species 5598 4694 0 0 10292
Pacific Cod 60829 41206 56 0 102091
Rock Sole 43639 8 0 0 43647
Squid 327 0 0 0 327
Yellowfin Sole 867 1 0 0 868
BOGOSLOF
Pollock - Inshore 41 0 0 41
Pollock - Offshore 583 8 0 0 591

TOTALS: 725422 49162 57 0 774641



1993 GULF OF ALASKA APPORTIONMENTS TO DOMESTIC
ANNUAL PROCESSING (DAP) AND PRELIMINARY CATCH IN ROUND METRIC TONS
Data are from Weekly Production and Observer Reports through 04/03/93
DAP Apportionments are initial TACs based on Final Specifications

TOTAL DAP REMAINING 2 LAST WK
CATCH APPORT. FOR DAP TAKEN CATCH
WEST, CENT PLCK

Pollock 610 5491 6022 531 91 4
Pollock 620 8380 6494 -1886 129 2
Pollock 630 15457 15235 -222 101 65
WESTERN GULF
Arrowtooth Flounder 26(6 5000 2764 45 85
Deep Water Flatfish 365 1740 1375 21 99
Shallow Water Flatfish 383 4500 4117 9 38
Flathead Sole 659 2000 1341 33 : 2
Pacific Ocean Perch 228 180 -48 127 188
Shortraker/Rougheye 10 90 80 11 3
Other Rockfish 70 214 144 33 0
Pacific Cod - Inshore 16477 16830 353 98 9
Pacific Cod - Offshore 453 1870 1417 24 150
Pelagic Shelf Rockfish 44 1010 966 4 33
Sablefish (Hook & Line) 1 1624 1623 0 0
Sablefish (Trawl) 21 406 385 5 7
Northern rockfish 0 1000 1000 0 0
Other Species 4602 3040 -1562 151 4395
CENTRAL GULF
Arrowtooth Flounder 6530 10000 3470 65 738
Deep Water Flatfish 2520 15000 12480 17 661
Shallow Water Flatfish 1081 10000 8919 11 87
Flathead Sole 731 5000 4269 15 88
Pacific Ocean Perch 111 277 166 40 12
Shortraker/Rougheye 229 1161 932 20 47
other Rockfish 261 1064 803 25 5
Pacific Cod - Inshore 31377 31680 303 99 50
Pacific Cod - Offshore 380 3520 3140 11 79
Pelagic Shelf Rockfish 68 4450 4382 2 7
Sablefish (Hook & Line) 6 7688 7682 0 0
Sablefish (Trawl) 279 1922 1643 15 111
Northern rockfish 0 4720 4720 0 0
Other species 962 9752 8790 10 69
EASTERN GULF
Arrowtooth Flounder 4 5000 4996 0 0
Deep Water Flatfish 0 3000 3000 0 0]
Shallow Water Flatfish 5 1740 1735 0 0
Flathead Sole * ) 1 3000 2999 o - 0
Pacific Ocean Perch 0 605 605 0 0
Shortraker/Rougheye 2 513 511 0 1
Other Rockfish 1 4105 4104 0 0
Pelagic Shelf Rockfish 35 1280 1245 3 0
Pacific Cod - Inshore 598 2520 1922 24 35
Pacific Cod - Offshore 0 280 280 0 0
Pollock 9 3400 3391 0 0
Northern rockfish 0 40 40 0 0
Other species 7 1810 1803 0 0
WEST YAKUTAT
Sablefish (Hook & Line) 5 3638 3633 0 0
Sablefish (Trawl) 0 192 192 0 0
SOUTHEAST
Demersal Shelf Rockfish 210 800 590 26 0
Sablefish (Hook & Line) 1 5158 5157 0 0
Sablefish (Trawl) 0 272 272 0 0
ENTIRE GULF OF ALASKA
Thornyhead 160 1062 902 15 32

TOTALS: 100450 211904 111454 47 7102



1993 GULF OF ALASKA REPORT ON DAP HARVEST BY GEAR TYPE
includes weekly production and observer reports through 04/03/93

TRAWL H&L POT OTH TOTAL
WEST,CENT PLCK
Pollock 610 5480 8 3 0 5491
Pollock 620 8374 0 6 0 8380
Pollock 630 15441 2 15 0 15458
WESTERN GULF
Arrowtooth Flounder 2228 8 0 0 2236
Deep Water Flatfish 366 0 0 0 366
Shallow Water Flatfish 380 1 2 0 383
Flathead Sole 658 0 0 0 658
Pacific Ocean Perch 228 0 0 0 228
Shortraker/Rougheye 10 0 0 0 10
Other Rockfish 70 0 0 0 70
Pacific Cod - Inshore 12192 3657 627 0 16476
Pacific Cod - Offshore 337 116 0 0 453
Pelagic Shelf Rockfish 44 0 0 0 44
Sablefish (Hook & Line) 0 1 0 0 1
Sablefish (Trawl) 21 0 0 0 21
Northern rockfish 0 0 0 0 0
Other Species 4531 64 8 0 4603
CENTRAL GULF
Arrowtooth Flounder 6527 1 2 0 6530
Deep Water Flatfish 2520 0 0 0 2520
Shallow Water Flatfish 1070 0 11 0 1081
Flathead Sole 731 0 0 -0 731
Pacific Ocean Perch 111 0 0 0 111
Shortraker/Rougheye 228 1 0 0 229
Other Rockfish 244 16 0 0 260
Pacific Cod - Inshore 20657 2281 8440 0 31378
Pacific Cod - Offshore 371 9 0 0 380
Pelagic Shelf Rockfish 60 8 0 0 68
Sablefish (Hook & Line) 0 6 0 0 6
Sablefish (Trawl) 279 0 0 0 279
Northern rockfish 0 0 0 0 0
Other species 859 3 100 0 962
EASTERN GULF
Arrowtooth Flounder 4 0 0 0 4
Deep Water Flatfish 0 0 0 0 0
Shallow Water Flatfish 5 0 0 0 5
Flathead Sole 1 0 0 0 1
Pacific Ocean Perch 0 0 0 0 0
Shortraker/Rougheye 0 2 0 0 2
Other Rockfish 0 1 0 0 1
Pelagic Shelf Rockfish 1 34 0 0 35
Pacific Cod - Inshore 12 363 223 0 598
Pacific Cod - Offshore 0 0 0 0 0
Pollock 6 2 1 0 9
Northern rockfish 0 0 0 0 0
Other species 2 2 3 0 7
WEST YAKUTAT
Sablefish (Hook & Line) 0 5 0 0 5
Sablefish (Trawl) 0 0 0 0 0
SOUTHEAST
Demersal Shelf Rockfish 0 210 0 0 210
Sablefish (Hook & Line) 0 1 0 0 1
Sablefish (Trawl) 0 0 0 0 0
ENTIRE GULF OF ALASKA
Thornyhead 159 0 0 0 159

TOTALS: 84207 6802 9441 0 100450



NMFS/AKR
04/09/93

1993 BERING SEA/ALEUTIAN ISLANDS FISHERIES
PROHIBITED SPECIES BYCATCH MORTALITY
based on amendment 21 specifications
Week Ending: 04/03/93

TRAWL HALIBUT, BSAI current Annual Annual
Halibut seasonal % Primary Secondary
Fishery group (mt) cap taken cap cap
Pacific cod 608 1000 60.8% 825 1000
Rock sole/Other flatfish 402 428 93.8% 485 588
PLCK/AMCK/OTHER 922 314 293.5% 1037 1257
Rockfish 2 0 0.0% 166 201
TRAWL HERRING, BSAI
Herring Cap ]
Fishery group (mt) (mt) taken
Pacific cod 14 27 53.2%
Midwater pollock 0 1534 0.0%
Other 0 193 0.1%
Rockfish 0 9 0.0%
TRAWL, SALMON, BSAI
Chinook Other
Fishery group (#'s) (#'s)
Midwater pollock 12521 183
Pacific cod 4005 0
Rock sole/Other flatfish 23 0
Other 0 0
Rockfish 0 0
TRAWL BAIRDI TANNER CRAB
ZONE 1 ZONE 2
Crabs Cap % Crabs Cap %
Fishery group (#'s) (#'s) (#'s) (#'s)
Pacific cod 23129 175000 13.2% 59266 398667 14.9%
Rock sole/Other flatfish 328387 475000 69.1% 33102 199333 16.6%
PLCK/AMCK/OTHER 512990 175000 293.1% 1122916 1146167 98.0%
Rockfish 0 0 0.0% 0 24917 0.0%
GTRB/ARTH/SABL 0 0 0.0% 0 10000 0.0%
TRAWL RED KING CRAB )
ZONE 1
Crabs Cap %
Fishery group (#'s) (#'s)
Pacific cod 11 40000 0.0%
Rock sole/Other flatfish 130983 80000 163.7%
PLCK/AMCK/OTHER 44458 40000.111.1%
FIXED GEAR HALIBUT MORTALITY, BSAI
HALIBUT Cap %
Fishery group (mt) (mt) taken
Hook&Line Cod target 181.90 825 22.05%
Other fixed gear 14.79 75 19.73%



NMFS/AKR
04/08/93
5:08 PM

01/02/93
01/09/93
01/16/93
01/23/93
01/30/93
02/06/93
02/13/93
02/20/93
02/27/93
03/06/93
03/13/93
03/20/93
'03/27/93

1993 GULF OF ALASKA FISHERIES
HALIBUT BYCATCH MORTALITY

HOOK & LINE ALLOWANCE
1st Trimester
200 MT MORTALITY

7.2%
10.5%
13.5%
16.0%
18.5%
22.4%
24.9%
28.1%
29.7%

WK HAL CUM HAL
MORT MT WK % MORT MT
1 0.7% 1
3 1.3% 4
4 1.9% 8
4 1.9% 12
3 1.3% 14
7 3.3% 21
6 3.0% 27
5 2.5% 32
5 2.5% 37
8 3.9% 45
5 2.5% 50
6 3.2% 56
3 1.6% 59
0 0.1% 59

04/03/93

29.7%

TRAWL ALLOWANCE
1st Quarter
600 MT MORTALITY

WK HAL CUM HAL
MORT MT WK % MORT MT CUM %
0 0.0% 0 0.0%
0 0.0% 0 0.0%
0 0.0% 0 0.0%
0 0.0% 0 0.0%
7 1.1% 7 1.1%
12 2.0% 19 3.1%
26 4.3% 45 7.4%
45 7.5% 89  14.9%
68 11.3% 158 26.3%
126 21.0% 284 47.3%
132 22.0% 416 69.3%
206 34.4% 622 103.7%
83 13.8% 705 117.5%
54 9.0% 759 126.5%

Data based on observer reports, extrapolated to total groundfish
Estimates for all weeks may change due to incorporation
of late or corrected data.

harvest.

NMFS/AKR
04/08/93

1993 GULF OF ALASKA FISHERIES
CHINOOK & OTHER SALMON BYCATCH

TRAWL GEAR

CHINOOK SALMON

WEEKLY CUMULATIVE

NUMBER NUMBER
94 94
26 120

0 120

21 141
52 193
1759 1952
2338 4290
2311 6602
385 6987
734 7721
676 8397
242 8639
250 8888

NOTE: No PSC Limits apply to salmon.

'OTHER' SALMON

WEEKLY CUMULATIVE

NUMBER NUMBER
6 6
2 8
0 8
5 14
7 21
254 275
308 583
225 808
45 853
104 958
0 958
0 958
0 958

Data based on observer reports, extrapolated to total groundfish
Estimates for all weeks may change due to incorporation
of late or corrected data.

harvest.



AGENDA B-3

assignments
to the space stations in the mobile-satellite
service in the above band, sdministrations
shall take all practicable stops to protect the
radiv astronomy servics io the 150.65-153
MHz band from harmful interforence fiom
unwanted emissions.

5968B The use of the bands 137-138 MHz,
148-149.9 MHz and 400.15-401 MHz by the
mobile-satellite service and the band 149.9-
150.05 MHz by the land mobtle-satellite
service is limited to non-geostationary-

satellite systems.

> - L L -

608A The use of the band 148-149.9 MMz
by the mobile-satellite service is subject to
the application of the coardination and
notification procedures set fosth in RES46
{WARC--92). The mobile-satellite service
shall not constrain the development and use
of fixed, mobile and space operation services
in the band 148~149.9 MHz, Mobile earth
stations.in.the mcbﬂe&sawﬂito service shall .
not produce & U in excess
of —150 mmk}hwmlde national
boundaries.

6088 The use of the bend 149.9-150.05
MHz by the land mobile-satellite servics is
subject to the application of the coordination
and patification procedures-set forth in
RES46 (WARC-82). The land mabile-satellite
service shall not constrain the development
and use of the radionavigation-satellite
service in the band 149.9-150.05 MHz.
Mabiie earth stations of the mobiloéia:el}ﬂe
service shall not produce @ power fux-
density in excess of —150 dB{W/m?3/4 kHz)
outside @ national boundaries.

608C  Stations of the mobile-satellite
service in the band 148-149.9 M!iz shall not
cause harmful interference to, or claim
protection from stations of the fixed or ‘
mobile services in the following coumtries:
Algeria, the Pederal Republic of Germany,
Saudi Arebia, Australia, Austria, Bangladesh,
Belarus, Belgiwm, Brunel Darussalam,
Bulgaria, Cameroon, Canada, Cyprus,
Colombia, Cangoe, Cuba, Denmark, Egypt, the
United Areb Emirates, Ecuadar, Spain,
Ethiopia, the Russian Federatian, Finland,
Pance, Ghana, Greece, Honduras, Hungary,
Iran, Ireland, Iceland, Israel, ltaly, Japan,
Jordan, Kenya, Libya, Liechtensteinn,
Luxembourg, Malaysia, Mali, Malta,
Mauritarria, Mozambiqus, Namibta, New
Zoalarnd, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panarma,
Papua Now Guinea, the Netherlands,
Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qutar, Syria,
Romania, the United , Singapare, -
Sri Lanka, Sweden, Switzerland, Susiname,
Swaziland, Tanzania, Chad, the Czech end

647B 'The use of the bend 400,15-401

“MHz by the mobilo-satellite servico is subject

to the applicaticn-of the coordinstion and
notification ures set forthin- .
Resolution 46 (WARC-92). However, )
coordination of a space station of the mobile-
satellite service with respect to terrestrial
services is required only if the power fhux-
density produced by the station excoods
—-125 ;x;gwmm:gm the Barth's surface.
The al power flux-density Himit shail
apply until such time as a competent world
administrative radio conference revises it. In
making assignmants to the space stations in
the mobile-satellite service in tha above
band, administrations shall take all
practicable steps to protect the radio
astronomy service in the band 406.1—410
MHz from barmful interference from
unwanted emissions.

LI Y S
United States (US) Fostnoles

US318 Until January 1, 2000, the use of
the 137-138 MHz bend by the mobilo-
satellite service will be to
Government satellite aperations in the
subbands: 137.333-137.367, 137.485—
137.515, 137.605-137.635 and 137,753~
137.787 MHz.

US319 In the 137-138, 148-149.9, 149.9—
150.05, 399.9—400.05, and 400.15-401 MMz
bands, Government stations in the mobile-
satellite service shall be limited to earth
stations uperating with non-Government
satelliies.

- US320 Useof the 137138, 143-149.9,
and 400.15-401 MHz bands by the mobile-
satellite service is limited to non-voice, non-
geostationary satellite systems and may

.include satellite links between }and earth

stations at fixed locations.

US322 The 149.9-150.05 MHz band is
allocated to the mnbile-satellite service
(Earth-to-space) on 8 primary basis after 1
January 1997 and shall be limitsd to non-
voice, non-geostationary satellite
including satellite links between land earth
stations. Before 1 January 1997 use of this

" band on a secondary basis for the mcbile

satellite service is allowed for land earth
stations at fixed locations,

US323 In the 148-149.9 MHz band, no
individuelm&t;ile earth station s::!l
transmit, on the same ing
actively used by fixed Wmohﬂe stations
and shall transmit so more than 1% of the

time during any 15 minute pesiod; s
individual mobile earth stations hmd

' APRIL 1993
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LA B A Y B -+ 7 - . Slovek Fedesal Republic, Thalland, Tunisia,.. that de not avoid ncﬂnlym
TR - Turkey, Ukraine, Yeman and Yugoslavisthat  used by the fixed and mobile services
International Footnates - . operate In accordance with the Tableof - - notexceed a power density of — 16 dBWY
599A Theuse of tha band $37-138 MHz . Frequency Allecations. - o 4kMz and shall trancinit no more than 0.25%
by the mohile-satellits service is subject to * o e e s ) of the tims during any 13 minute period. Any
the epplication of the coordieation and 609B In the band 149.9-150.05MHz, the  single transmission from any individus!
notification procedures set forth in RES48 allocation to the land mobilo-satellite service  Tobile earth statios in thic band
{WARC-82). Howsvar, coordingtion of 8 sball be on a secondary basis untfl 1 Januery  shall not excesd 450 ms in durstion end
space station of the mobile-satellite swrvice 4997 . consecutive trausmissiona from s single
Wi:h?sﬁ?hwmh ol > mwﬁmm?nmm
only : 1 be separat: at leest 15 seconda.
: memmmm%wumu 647A _The band 400.15-401 MHz I86ls0 | .14 eonhs caations In this band shall be
the Earth’s surfece. The above power fhux- allocated to the spece research sarvice in the subject to electramagnetic compatibility
density limit shall apply unti) such time as spaea-to'smd!mdiuaforeom:;uhﬁom analysis and coordination with terrestrial
a competent world edministrative radio with manned space vehiclee. In wiy  f%ed and mobile staticas.
conference revises it. In making assi » the space rescarch service US324 Govarnment and non-Government
mot ba regarded as & safaty servica. setnilits systems in the 400.15—401 Mz

banti sball be subject 10 electromagnetic
compatibility analysis and coordination.
US325 In the band 148-149.9 MHz fixed
end mebile stations shall not claim
protection from land eartk stations inthe
mobile-satellite service that have been
previcusly coordinated; Government fixed
and mobile stations exceeding 27 JBW RIRP,
or an emission bandwidth greater than 38
kHz, will be coordinated with existing
mobile-satellite service space stations,
US326 The 399.9~400.05 MHz band is
allocated to the) mobilo-mmg m
(Earth-to-space) on a primeary
January 1, 1997 and mnmud to non-
voice, non-geostationary systems,
including satellite links between land earth
stations, :

* - » L

[FR Doc. 83-6765 Piled 3-25-93; 8:45 am)
BHLING CODE 6712-01-08

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospherte
Administration

50 CFR Part 227
[Docket No. 920937-3028]

Threatened Fish and Whdiie: Steller -;é‘
Sealions

AGENCY: National Marine Fisherius
Service (NMFS), NOAA, Commarcs.
ACTION: Final rule,

SuMMARY: With few excepticns, vessel
entry wiihin 3 nautical miie (nm) of
lisied Stulier sea licn rockery sites in
the Bering Sea, Aleutian islands, and
Gulf of Alaska is currently prohibited.
This prohibition was established
concwrrent with the listing of the Steller
sea lion (Eumetopias jubatus) as a
threatsned species under the
Endangered Species Act to aid the
species’ recovery. NMT'S is amending
existing regulations to authosize vessel
transit thm;agrh the Steller sea lion

roo buffer zones at Cape Margan,
Akm Island, Cl Rocks, and
Cuter Island. NMFS has detarmined
that: (1) these navigational routes have
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been used traditionally-by vessels; (2)-
vessels transiting these routes that .
maintain a minimum distance of 1 nm
from sea lion rockery boundaries and :
remain in continuous transit, are not
likely to have a cant adverse affect
on Steller sea lions; and (3) there are no
reasonable and acceptable alternatives
for navigation in the vicinity of these
locations.

EFFECTIVE DATE: This rule is effective on
April 3, 1993.

ADDRESSES: A copy of the '
Environmental Assessment is available
from Protected Resources Management
Division, National Marine Fisheries ~
Service, P.O. Box 21668, Juneau, AK
89802.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

Colleen Coogan, NMFS Alaska Region, -

Protected Resources management
Division, (807) 586—~7235.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

* Background )

By emergency interim rule (55 FR
12645, April 5, 1980), NMFS listed the
Steller (northern) sea lion as a '
threatened species under the
Endangered Species Act (ESA) (16
U.S.C. 1531-1543). Coincident with the
listing, NMFS, to aid the species’
recovery, established the following
protective regulations:

(1) Prohibited, with limited
exceptions, vessel entry within 3 nm of
listed Steller sea lion rookeries; :

(2) prohibited shooting at or near
Steller sea lions; and

(3) reduced the allowable level of take
incidental to commercial fisheries in
Alaskan waters (50 CFR 227.12).

The emergency rule included an
exception for transit through rookery
buffer zones at 12 listed straits, passes,
and narrows. During the comment
period on the interim rule, one
commenter objected to this navigational
transit exception and recommended that
advanced approval and a showing of
necessity should be required. NMFS
responded to the comment in the
proposed rule (55 FR 29792, July 20,
1990), and proposed to exclude the
navigational transit exception from the
final rule. This decision was based on
the presumed availability of alternative
routes and the buffer zone exception for
emergency situations. No comments
were received on this portion of the
proposed rule, and the final rule did not
include an exception for navigational
routes (55 FR 49204, November 26,
1990).

Subsequent to these actions, NMFS
promulgated additional protection
measures for Steller sea lions. Under the
Magnuson Fishery Conservation and

Managemsnt Act, NMFS bas prohibited
mdﬁ_sbb‘awungwithinwnmof ,

isted Steller sea lion rookeries !
the Sea and Aleutian Islands
winter pollock roe fishery (57 FR 2683,
Jan 23, 1992). '

ﬂg the North Pacific Fishery

Managemsnt Council’s January 1882
meeting, a representative of the fishing
industry testified that the 3-nm no-entry
zone around the Akutan/Cape Morgan

. sea lion rookery created a significant

safety hazard to vessels. In a

subsequent letter to the Alaska Regional

Director, the same representative

requested that NMFS reeveluate the

:ﬁ&dﬁc navigational routes contained in
¢ emergency interimrule.

In response to this request, NMFS
evaluated the need for, and the likel
effects of, reestablishing na tiom{
routes. Based on a review of .
available information, NMFS
preliminarily determined that
exceptions for the purposes of -
navigational transit were warranted at
Akutan Pass and in the vicinity of .-~
Clubbing Rocks. For this reason, as-
authorized under 50 CFR 227.12(b)(5),
the Director, Alaska Region, NMFS,
granted an immediate temporary -
exemption for navigational transit at
these two locations on October 15, 1992
(57 FR 47276). In addition, NMFS
proposed to permanently amend
existing regulations to reflect this
exception to the buffer zones (57 FR .
53312, November 9, 1992). To provide
adequate protection to Steller sea lions,
under the temporary exemption,
transitting vessels are required to
maintain a minimum of 1 nm from the
rookery boundaries and are prohibited
from all other non-passage activities
within the buffer zones, e.g., fishing or
anchorage.

Comments on the Propesed Rule

NMFS received four comments in
response to the November 9, 1992,
notice of proposed rulemaking. Two
comments were from private
individuasls and two comments were
from fishing industry representatives.
Two commenters expressed support for
the proposed transit zones at Akutan
Pass and Clubbing Rocks. Three
commenters requested additional transit
zones; one of these requests was for
transit through a buffer zone not created
under the ESA for Steller sea lions.
These comments are discussed below:

One of the commenters requested
permission to operate a vessel within
the Sugarloaf island buffer zone to
conduct birding tours and supply a
research camp at East Amatuli Island.
NMFS' purpose in amending the

existing regulations is to allow for safe

passage through buffer zones where
other routes :gnot availsble or are

. more hazardous. Under the pro

posed
exception, vessels are allowed to transit
continuously through the buffer zone,
but all other activities, suchas
anchorage and fishing, are prohibited.
The commenter's is not for
transit through a buffer zone for
navigational purpeses, but to pursue
tour activities within a zone.
NMFS has previously denied this
request (57 FR 26649, June 15, 1892),
and maintains that seabird viewing can
be accomplished at other locations
outside of the sea lion protection areas.
Since NMFS has granted an individual
exemption for the seabird research being
conducted at East Amatuli Island (58 FR
4156, January 13, 1993), an additional
exception for this activity is not
necessary. Therefore, NMFS has
determined that creation of a transit
zone within the Sugarloaf Island buffer
zone is not warranted.
" Another commenter requested a’
transit zone be established through
Wildcat Pass, which runs between
Rabbit Island and Ragged Island about
1.5 statute miles north of the Outer
Island Steller sea lion rookery. This

proposed route would provide a shorter '

and more protected passage for vessels
travelling to and from Seward and
points west during severe weather
conditions. Since there is an island
between Outer Island and this proposed
passageway and the route is greater than
1 nm from the rookery, it is unlikely
that Steller sea lions would be adversely
affected by allowing vessels to transit
through this pass. A transit zone

through Wildcat Pass is therefore
included in this final rule.

Two other commenters both wrote in
support of a permanent exception for
navigational transit through Akutan
Pass and in the vicinity of Clubbing

" Rocks as proposed in the November 9,

1992, notice of proposed rulemaking.
One of these commenters requested that
a transit zone be established through the
12-nm buffer zone around the Round
Island walrus baulout. This protection
area was established under the
Magnuson Fishery Conservation and
Management Act for walruses, and
therefore, is beyond the scope of the
action being considered under this
rulemaking..
Determination

NMFS has determined that allowing
navigational transit through buffer zones

around the Cape Morgan-Akutan Island,
Clubbing Rocks, and Outer Island -

=

Steller sea lion rookeries is warranted, #*™\ .

and that existing regulations at 50 CFR
227.12 should ber:‘:;xended to reflect this
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exception to the buffer zone restrictions.
Vessel traffic has occurred trag;hmy
waters encompassed
thrae buffer zones, y by
vessels operating out of Dutch Harbor,
Sand Paint, King Cove, and Seward.
Vessels will be required to maintain a
rockery boumdarion aad g sl
o es, and may
engage in continuous navigational
transit through the buffer zones. A
limited exception to allow transit
through these three areas undsr these
conditions is not anticipated to cause
significant disruption to sea lien
behavior. Alternative routes entail
significantly increased safety bazards
for vessel o ors and crew, and are
viewed by NMFS as not
acceptable alternatives. Therefors, -
NMFS amends the existing regulations
at 50 CFR 227.12(b) to provide
navigational transit routes the
buffer zones at Cape Akutan -
Island, Clubbing Rocks, and Outer
Island. - S
Classification .
. Basedon?éxAt;nvimnmex;’ml 'S the
assessment prepared by NMFS,
Assistant Administrator for Fisheries,
NOAA (Assistant Administrator) has
determined that implementation of this
final rule will not have a significant
impact on the environment. As a result
of this determination, an environmental
impact statement was not A
copy of the EA is available (see
ADDRESSES

). .
NMFS has determined that the final
rule is likely to cause only minimal
disruption in normal sea behavior
and is not likely to imperil the survival
or impede the recovery of Steller sea
lions. NMFS has conducted a
consultation under section 7 of the ESA
that concluded that implementation of
this exemption for navigation through
the buffer zones in these locations is not
likely to jeopardize the continued -
existence of Steller sea lions, The
maintenance of a 1-nm minimum
approach within the navigational routes,
in conjunction with other existing '
regulations, is expected to provide
adequate protection for Steller sea lions.
The Assistant Administrator has
determinelg that this final rule is not a
“major rule” that requires a regulatory
impact analysis under B.O. 12291. The
final rule i3 expected to reduce -
economic costs to a sector of the public.
The General Counsesl for the .
Department of Commerce certifiad to
the Small Business Administration that
this final rule will not have a significant
impact on a substantial number of small
entities since the rule will result in
reduced ecanomic costs for vessel

Wm. As a result, a regulatory
flexibility analysis was not prepared.

‘This final rule does not contain &
collection-of-information requirement
for purposes of the Paperwark
Reduction Act.

This final rule does not contain '
policies with federalism implications
sufficient to warrant p: ofa
foderalism assessment under E.O. .
12612.

List of Subjects in 38 CFR Part 227

Endangered and threatened species,
Exports, Imports, Marine mammals,
Transportation,

Dated: March 22, 1993,

Nancy Foster, :
AcﬁngAssistamAdemwforﬁshm

For the reasons sst out in the
preamble, 50 CFR part 227 is amended
as follows: : . :

. PART 227—THREATENED FISH AND

1. The authority citation for part 227
continues to read as follows:
Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1531 ot seq.

2. In §227.12, a new paragraph (b){B]
is added to read as follows: C :

§227.12 Sielier ssalion. -

(b . * w )

{6) Navigational transit. Paragraph
(a)(2) of this secticn does not prohibit a
vessel in transit from passing through a

. "strait, narrows, or passageway listed in

this paragraph if the vessel proceeds in
continuous transit and maintains a
minimum of 1 nautical mile from the
rookery site. The listing of a strait,
‘narrows, or passsgeway does not
indicate that the area is safe for
navigation. The listed straits, narrows,

or passageways include the following: A

Rookery Straits, narrows, or pass
Akutan Is- Alktan Pags betweon Cape
land. Morgan and Unaiga Island.
Clubbing Between Chubbing Rocks and
Outor Island | Wildcat Pass batween Rebbit

and Ragged Isiands.
] L ] L ] L ] L]

[FR Doc. 93-6959 Filed 3-25-93; 8:45 am}
BILWG COCE 3510-22-04 ’

- proposed for red snapper

-allocation of 2.94 million

. 50 CFR Part 641
© [Oocket No. 921192-2252)

RIN 0648-AES1

Reet Flsh Flshary of the Gult of Maxico

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), NOAA, Commerce.

ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: NMFS increases the annual
commercial quota for red snapper in the
Gulf of Mexico reef fish fishery from
2.04 to 3.08 million (0.93 t0 1.39
million kg) i ance with the
framewo of the Fishery
Menagement Plan for the Reef Pish
Resources of the Gulf of Mexico (FMP}.
The intended effect is to protect the red
snapper resource from overfishing end
continue the stock rebuilding progrem
while still allowing catches in the
commercial and recreationatl fisheries
for red snapper.

. EFFECTIVE DATE: March 23, 1993,

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Robert A. Sadler, 813-803-3161.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
bockgromdandmﬂmaloﬁ&etho

were contained in the propesed
rula (57 TR 57220, Decorar o 050
and are not repaated here. The reef fish
fishery of the Gulf of Mexico is managed
under the FMP, which is prepared and
amended by the Gulf of Mexico Fishery
Management Council (Council). The -
FMP is undsr authority of the Magnuson
Fighery Conservation and Management

- Act; its implementing regulations are at

50 CFR part 641.

In accordance with the FMP's
framework procedure for adjustment of
management measures, the Council
an increase in
the total allowable cetch (TAC) from 4.0
to 6.0 million pounds (1.8 to 2.7 million °
kg) and a change in the target date for
achieving a 20 gz:cut spawning
potential ratio January 1, 2007, to
January 1, 2009. Under the esteblished
commercial/recreational allocation ratio
of 51/49, a TAC of 6.0 million pounds
(2.7 million kg) would providea '
commerctal quota of 3.06 million
pounds (1.39 milion kg), upon
attainment of which the commercial
fishery would be closed. A recreational
ds (1.33
million kg} is proposed, which would
equats to a daily recreational bag limit
of 7 fish, the current bag limit. ‘

. Comments and Responses

One individual provided remarks on
various topics, including the 1993 TAC
proposed by the Council. A marine . -
conservation organization objected to
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4. This action is taken )

sections 4(i), 303(c), 303(f), 303(g), and
303(r) of the Communications Act of .
1934, as amended, 47 U.S.C. 154(i). .
303(c), 303(f), 303(g), and 303(:)

5, The rule making proposals in

NPRM constitute a non-restricted notice -
and comment rule making proceeding.
Ex parte presentations are permitted,
provided they are disclosed es provided
in Commission rules. See generally 47 .
CFR 1.1202, 1.1203, and
1.1206(a).303(r). -~

6. Pursuant to applicable procsdum

setfoﬂhin §§1.415 andl 419 of the
- Commission’s Rules, interested parties
may file comments on or before June 15,
1993, and reply comments on or before

July 15, 1993, All relevant and timely
- comments will be considered by the -
Commissiaon before final action is taken
in this proceeding. To file formally in’
* this proceeding, participants must ﬁla
an original and four copies ofall * -

. comments, reply comments, and

supportmg comments. If participants
want ea Commissicnar to recoive a
py of their comments, an -
original plun nine copies must be filed, -
Comments and reply comments must be -
sent to Office of the Secretary, Fodaral
Communications Commission, -
Washington, DC 20554. Oomments and
repliyiceommenm will be available fm!
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AGENCY: National Marine Fiahedos
Service (NMFS), NOAA, Commerce.-
ACTION: Proposed mle and request for
comments,

SUMMARY: NMF'S proposes to designate
mtilti:al liagaitat for ithe igtoller)(no ern)
sea lion (Eumetopias jubatus) pursuant -
to the Endangered Species Act (ESA),
The pro critical habitat for -
designation includes (1) all Steller sea
lion rookeries and major haulouts (i.e.
>200 Steller sea lions) located within - -

- state and Federally managed waters off

Alaska, including a zone that extends .
3,000 feet (0.9 km) landward and
and major - .
haulout boundary, and that extends

either 3,000 foet (0.9 km) seaward fiom™ -
rookeries and major haulouts in Alaska- .

located east of 144° W. longitude, ar
20-nm seaward from rookeries and
major haulout sites west of 144° W
lozﬂmde ; (2) all Steller sea lion

es in state ?;lv Federally : _
managed waters off Washington, Omgon
and Californa, including the zons that
oxtands s.ooofeet (ookm)verﬁca!and .

rﬁln tmw!thln
thomh?fcthos or sea lion's - -
ran .oneaquaﬁczona
axduﬁ?&lymmowomm
zones in the -
ﬁanbhndsm(BSM).
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SUPPLEIENTARY INFORMATION:
Background
Ecological Consideration

. Steller sea lions are the

largest
member of the otariid pinniped family,
and rely upon both terrestrial and
marine habitats for successful

o, Steller sea
lions are po) ous an: grﬁaﬂous.
they use tra tional tegestrl a;m
b!“din » PU , QN ]Bsﬁng. 88

ch“fsexual8 H lx’rxx:?mtlfmy batweenmd 3.and ]
years o and may uce young
into thei:s early twanti%s (Calkins and
Pitcher 1882). Adult females are o
monestrous, and most breed annually.

~ '+ Males reach sexual maturity between 3

and 7 years of age; however,

et i o o
20 es ho! -

territories on rookeries in the western

: GOAwembetweensandnymof

as«smllcu'sealit'.max‘anga ermmd the -
North Pacific Ocean rim from the Kuril
Islands and Okhotsk Sea, thmugbtho :
- Aleutian Islands and Bering Ses, and

umﬂulongtheNouhAmoﬂmmm



hlis, Ragh end Fischs -~

' lsaaj.'lhslrmﬂabun&ncoend“» 1980} 706 - the Repovery Te
.. - distribistion are the GOA and Aleutisn >. - m&ﬂmm&emn&“z 3,190%, fae NMFS.
Islands (Kenyon snd Rice !%!.Ca&inf lion as threatensd becams effective

. and Pitcher 1882). A'1989 range-wide

survey indicates that durisg the ¢ summer pmtoctive ragulations
: eoinddem with the

" sbout 70 percent of the St ses lion
population resides in Alaska;.15
in the Russian Federation (!'oxmerlyﬁm

Soviet Union), 8 percent in British- = -

‘Columbia, 3 percent in
percent in California
and Viadimirov 1992). Although sea :
lions exhibit fidelity to breeding '
location, there is insufficient avidenca
to li]ﬁ:inufy a:gn dtﬁrete populaﬁon
subunits wil C ran;
Counts of Steller sea ﬁons on’ 80‘ :
rookeries and major haulouts during the
breeding season indicate that extensive
declines have occurred within the .. .
Alaskan and the Russian Federation .: -

.ands

fin, Parlov .

zo.‘xsg:qg‘sfﬁm:s» &

o3
. December 4, 1990, and inco: ratod the

sule. Specifically,= -
m Ms.(ﬁ o2y .

.Prohibited shoon;ﬁ at.or near Stellor ses

. lions; (2) prohibl with limited. ~_- )

exceptions, vesse Is from enterin J

3 nautical miles (nm) {55 km) of .+ it -.

se!’ect%d Slt:llerfeadhﬁ?: rookeries and.

individuals on land from approaching

within one-half mile (0.8 km) or within

. -sight of listed Steller sea iion rookeries °

. in the GOA and BSAL-and [3) limited .
the allowable annual take of Stallerm
lions incidental to commercial ﬁaharlu
t0675ammalsinAlaskanwatemand-», i
" adjacent areas of the U.S: Enclusivo
Economic Zone west 6f141°W.,

s

portions of their range over the last 30. . longitude {50 CFR 227.12). Tbes?m"\‘-’ a8

years. A series of counts in the GOA and  protective

BSAI between the mid-1970s and 1991
indicate a 70-percent declinein the . -,
Alaskan portion of the population over.
this time period (Merrick, Calkins and
McAllister 1992). Counts in Southeast.

Alaska, British Columbia, and Oregon -

_ have remained stable over the same - -
period; Steller sea lion numbers in
Califomia have declined. Loughlin, -
Perlov and Vladimirov (1992) estimated -
the 1989 Steller sea lionworld -
population to be about 116,000 animals,
_ approximately 39—48 percent of the .
240,000-300,000 animals estimated 30
years ago by Kenyon and Rice {1861)..
The causes of the Steller sea lion . ...
population decline are unknown.
. Potential causative factors include
diseass, incidental takes in fishing gear,
direct mortality (shooting), and natural
or human induced {through fishing)
changes in the abundance and species -
composition of the sea lion pre
(Merrick, Loughlin and Calkins 1987,.. -
Loughlin and Merrick 1989). -

Previous Federal Actions -

Because of the"drastic pop;.xlation
decline, NMFS issued an eme

interim rule on April 5, 1990, that listed

the Steller sea lion as a threatened

were intendad tu
reduce sea lion mortality, restrict' -
opportunities for unintentional.and: -+
intenﬁonai harassment of ses lions, nnd
minimize disturbance and intarfarenee

- with sea lion behavior, especially at-. .

pu ping and breeding sites. = .
ince listing, has impl
" additional regulations under
Magnuson Fishery Conservation an‘
- Management Act (Magnuson Act) to
reduce the possi effocts. ai N
the GOA and BSAI Pederal
groundfish fisheries on St sea lions.
their habitat and food resources. - -~ .. -
Effective: !anu:’r‘y 20, 1992, NMFS: (1) - -
Prohibited trawling year-round within: -
-10 nm of {isted GOA and BSAl Steller
sea lion roakeries; (2) prohibited
trawling within 20 nm of the A‘hm.
Akutan, Sea Lion Rock, Agligadak and
Seguam rookeries during the BSAI
winter pollock roe fishery; and (3) -
placed spatial and temporal resmdions
onﬁmmﬁpollo(:khamsttodweﬂ :
some fishing effort away from sea lion" -
foraging areas and to spread effort over -
the calendar year. Protective regulations
have focused on the geographic area -
where the sea lion population has . - -
experienced the gmatest declme

auiontod

species throughout its range, emblished Recove:y Plan

protective regulations, and requested

The ESA requires that NMFS dwelop

comments (55 FR 12645). Since the- - . and implement recovery plans for the
emergency intm-i:: rulewasonly . ..., :::;servatmn and survival of threatenad
eflective far 249 ays, an expeditious.. - endangered species. Amurdmgly 25
permanent rule procuss.was - . NMFS appointed a Steller Sea Lion - -
undertaken to avoid any lapse in ESA .. Teamlhemﬁenafmdtou-
statug, Thus, NMFS decided. topostpono the Recovery Team) during April 1980. -
critical hebitat designation and The Recovery Team submitied a draft.- -.
consideration of additional consanuuon Reoove to NMFS on February 15;-
measures, and issued proposed md . 1891, zsch NMFS reloased foumbuc
final rules to list permanently the.. : + .zoview and comment (S8 FR 11204, -.
species that were esseatially to - March 15, 1991). Following review lnd
lhoememmloﬁsmwea,u& mmwbgMdm&oﬂhe%Sut

~.

tho.'

. TECoV! ‘l‘hoﬁnainaeovary
_approm byMSoanmberm
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" The Sinebdraft § ?h*alxi' o

submitted to the

review. The Plan the

natural cndcumtmdthn
. speciss, a3 well as the known and .-

. potential human impacts cn the apedu.
and recommends ement and .
: spedes‘

1992.

Inaaa lcuartnNMFSdatod
April 11, 1991, the Recovery Team ...
recommended terrestrial and t!c :
arcas that should be consi '

* critical'habitat for the Steller sea lion.

‘Thoss recorimendations have been '

included'in this proposal. -

Def' Tnition of Critical Habitat™

. Critical Babitat is defined in aocuon
3(5)(A) of the ESA as “(i) the specific -
the geographical area .. -

cgiodbytho es® * *,on - .
wbi are found those physieal or ”
biological features (I) essential to the - -
~. conservation of the species and (II) .
- which may require special m emsnt
eonsidergﬁo_ns or pl_-otecllon.
gt spaci

essantia‘l fortho consetvation of tho
Bpm - W v ? .
Ams outsida thocumnt mnge ofa -
can only be designated | ifa- e
ation limited to the apecses
present distribution would be - - e
inadequate to ensure the conmation of
the es. The.term “eonmaﬁon.

.defined in section 3(3) of the ESA

means “'“:d' to use and the use ofcll
. methods pmdum whichare. -
40 bring any endangered

- species or threatened species to the.
* point at which the measures provided

pursmnttothhm:t areno longer
e m*“‘:;w
critica tat n are
under 50 CFR 424.12. NMFS ismquirad
to consider those physiological,:. -
hohavioml.ooologial.cnd ovoluﬁm'y
requiremsats that are essential to the
conservation oﬂhospedasmd llnt my
requirs special management .
considerations-er protection. Sucb !
requirements include; but are not :-
limited to: (ﬁspm fm'indivldndmd
for normal - :
mlu:mimd.m air.!igln..,m-«
- minerals; orother nutritional or.+ 7w .

phynhhjd raqn!mb: mm or. .

/A\

.



‘impacts

designated areas that are essenhal to the .
conservation of the species and tlmt may
require special management -
considerations or protection.

Consideration of Economic, =~ = "~
Environmental and Oﬂzer?cctozs o

The economic, environmental, and
other impacts of a critical habitat
designation were considered and .-.
evaluated. NMFS identified prasant and
anticipated activities that may adversely -
modify the areas being considered for -
critical habitat, or be affected by a
designation. An area may be exclnded

from a critical habitat designation if ...

NMFS determines that the overall -
benefits of exclusion outweigh the- - -
benefits of designation, unless the N
exclusion will result in the axﬁncuon of
the species. : . i
The impacts consudered in thns
analysis are only those incremental .
specifically resulting from a
critical habitat designation, above the -
economic and other impacts attributable

" to listing the species or resulting from -

_ impacts of

- the substantive protecuon resulting

- include those resulting from the duty o£ .

other authaorities. Since listing a species
under the ESA provides signiﬁcnnt
protection to the species’ habitat, in
many cases the direct economic and
other impacts resulting from the critical
habitat designation, over and above the
listing itself, are‘minimal
(see Significance of Designating Grmcal
Habitat section of this preamble). In -
general, the designation of critical -
habitat only duplicates and reinforces

from the listing itself..

Impacts attributable to listing mclude
those resulting from the taking . - -
prohibitions undersection 9 of the ESA
and associated regulations. *Taking" as-
defined-in the ESA means to harm, -~ -
pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, -
capture, orcollect, orto attempt to.- -
engage in any such conduct. l-larm toa
listed species can occur throy, .
destruction or medification:of lmbitat
{whether or not designated as critical)
that significantly impairs essential -
behaviors, including bmeding. feading.
migrating, or sheltering. : - ;-

.Impacts attributable to hsung also- :

- Federal agencias under section 7 to ;.

— ——

. recovery” of the species (50 CFR

% both the survival and recovery” of, the

- provide additional benefits to a species
- species’ current have been -
g o

- uhehmwdm&rhooding.w*‘gh.c... mmthatthduéﬁmmnﬂl&dy esndsutowhmmluﬁonmder
. ‘Teproduction, rearing of offspring, :r3<i3. to jeopardize endangered.orthreatened " : section 7.is required; particularly in
u:.nueed -and(s), speclea.Anma:&onmldhiiwyt:f wfmwhmthucﬁmwﬂdnotmm -
are, continued existence of s - - )
ﬁomdistuxbmcodrmnpm(aﬁved ed thmxghthedectmcﬂmor' Mﬂm'podn( .an
the historic geographical and ecological - modification of its habitat, regardless of - actiun occurﬁngwlthhthoelﬁalm .
distributions of the 88, Faich £ 2 whathaﬂhathahitathubm - m_{gumry hnot -
lnaddlﬁnn.whencomldeﬁngtho deslgnatedasclﬁcﬂl, L 5 o critical hahi Lot "éA
-‘d‘esigmtionofcriticalhabitat.NWSis o Podienating Siicad’ ﬁm.duaibinsthemﬂd
roquired to ocus on and lst the- -+~ - 3"/""’""‘"’-» -.."8.-..-‘.‘.°f'7~w 'Zifeatumoﬂhs'habitat.alwmm*
biclogital or physical features prlmary  Habitat: _ . ;.= e I S whlchaaivltiesmdndod
constmmnteremenls)withinth RO ‘l'hedesignationofcriﬁcn]habitat- * .outside the designated area are i

. ta section 7 (i.e., adiviﬁeathatmay = S
3f£9clow:lntial§e%tlmoﬂhlo & e
- designated area). For example, sposal
of waste material in waters adjacent to - .
a critical habitat area may affectan -~ -

does nat, in itself, restrict human :
activities within the area or mandatp
any specific man ent or recovery. -
action. A critical habitat designation ..-
contributes to species conservation

primarily by idenﬂfyins critically: - . - ' essential featimo of the designated
important areas and by describing the : . habitat (water quality) and would be -
features within the areas thatare. :. ™ -  gybject to the provisions ofsection?of
essential to the species, thus alerting 3 tboESA.

public and private.entitiestothe-:~ ;. . A critical habitat designation wonld

importance of the area. Under the ESA “also assist Pederal agencies in planning .

the only direct impact of a uitiml v future actions, since the designation .

habitat designatian is under the. - . establishes, in advancs, those hebitats

provisions of section 7. Section 7 - that will be given special considmtlon

applies only to actions with Fedeml . in section 7 consultations. Thisis -

- -involvement (e.g., authorized, funded particularly true in cases where there -

- conducted), and does not affect :- are alternative areas that would provide - -

exclusively state or private activnhas. * for the conservation of the species. With
Under the section 7 provisions, a .. - g designation of critical habitat, - = .~ -

designauon of critical hebitat would ' . . potential conflicts between projects and

require Federal agencies to ensure that endangered or threatened syecxes can be

any action they authorize, fund, or carry idenhﬁed and possibly avoided early in

out is not likely to destroy or edversely the agency's*plannin ptocess.

modify the designated critical habitat. indirect benefit of *

. Activities that adversely modify critical dos)gnaup critical habitat is that it
habitat are defined as those actions that  helps focus ‘Federal, state, and private -
“appreciably diminish the valueof - conservation and management efforts in
critical habitat for both the survival and ° those areas. Recovery efforts may’ :
. address special considerations nesded
* in critical habitat areas, including
conservation regulations to restrict -~
private as well as Federal activities. The
economic and other impacts of these °
actions would be considered at the time
of proposal and, therefore, are not - -
considered in tho critical habitat
designation process. Other.Federal, - .
state, and local laws or regulations, such
as zoning or wetlands protection, may"

402.02). Regardless of a critical habitat
designation, Federal agencies must
ensure that their actions are not likely -
to jeopardize the continued existence of
the listed species. Activitiesthat .- -
jeopardize a species are defined as those
actions that “‘reasonebly-would be :
expected, directly or indirectly, to
reduce appreciably the likelihood of .

. species (50 CFR 402.02). Using these - . also de special protection | for
dgﬁmtuims. gguf\;li:is tht;t hiostroyb fr - critical habitat areas. .
versely modi tica itat also are -
likely to’ieopardxze the species. -~ - : Process for Deszgnaung Cntwcl Habitat
- Therefore, the protection provided by a In summary, developing a pro
critical habitat designation usually only critical habitat designation involves
- duplicates the protection provided - -~ three main considerations. First, tho _
under the section 7 jeo provision. biclogical needs of the es are j' R
Designation of critical hebitat may =~ - - . evaluated and essential hebitat areas” - -

and features identified. If there are ": s
alternative areas that would provide for
.the coriservation of the species, thase Ui
alternative areas are also idenuﬂed :
. Second, the need for special ’-'-'il'

in cases where areas outside oﬂhe Lo

ignated. In these cases, it is expected
that Federal ‘agéncies would consult on

additional actions occurring in these menagement considerations or -- e
R R pmecuonofthamasmiaatmis- *

Adedgmtioa of critical habitat: - -  * evaluated. Final » the probable - - i
pmvides a.clearer indication to- Pedatal *-economic and other impactsof =+ -’W* LSS
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“critical habitat* are evalusted. Afler. - :
Mm&mndﬁo 2%

- species, the neod Jor special - .- . ot -,

mmqgnmt.nndtho u:tsd"
) habitatugnblnhadmthe&dcnl

formnem.mﬁnalmw -

] and

assesansnt, is. within 1 year.
' oflhepmpmnf:‘?nal critical habitat - . -

designations may be revised, using the.

same process, as new data beeome :

available. -

£d desmm pl;gﬁ of the essenbail habil&t.

. n 5 management,

of designating as citical hahim%a

proposed action are described in the

{::nowingaacﬁonsfotﬂxe&eﬂarm -
on

Available biological information for
thehstedsmnarseahonmnbefound
in the final Recovery Plan (NMFS 1992).
The physical and ]uological habitat -
features that support reproduction,
foraging, rest, and refuge are essential to

- the conservation of the Steller sea lion.
For the Steller sea lion, essential habitat
includes both terrestrial and aquatic
areas.

Terrestrial Habim .

Because of their traditional useand
the relative ease of observation, )
terrestrial habitats are better known than

. aquatic habitats, Steller sea lion
rookeries antgggulouts ml? wzdespread ,
throughout geographic range, and
the l£00ns used chnnge little from
‘year to year, Factors that influence the .
suitability of a particular area include
substrate, exposure to wind and waves,
the extent and type of human activities .
and disturbance in the reg.uonn.d?d )

roximity to resources te 1973
P The bgt knp:ew’;: Steller sea lion
habitats are the rookeries, where adult -
animals congregate d the

Essential Habitat of the Stellér Sea Lion

" . and by non-breeding adults and -

subadults during the breeding season.
Sites used as rookeries in the bfeodlng
season may also be used as haulouts -
during other times of the year. Many
rocks, reefs, and beaches are used as -
haulout sites; Steller sea lions are also -

occasionally observed hauled out on sea  this time peri

ice and manmade structures, such as -
bmkwaters. nav:gationa‘l aids. and
floatin

The %ecovory ‘Team ldenuﬁed 121
major haulout sites. Major haulouts
were defined by the Recovery Team es
sites where more than 200 animals have
been counted. There are many more
hauloyt sites throughout the range that

(Gowy lam).adﬂﬁsdbmyhﬁnn & Anlmals mumhﬂynmﬁ& B

‘.. the Pacific Rim of the Aloutian fslands.. - other aquatic hehaviors: Watees - - == &+
- to Prince William Sound {Seal Rocks, at - rookeries and havlowts also .
. - the entrance to Prince William Sound, .* provide a to which snimals may- -
Alash.lsthenuﬂhmmoﬂmkery‘) .'..? mmatwhm are displaced from- -
andsouthalongthemastofNorlh T e
America to Ano Nuevoe Island,- - sites: In addition to rookeries
Califoma.thamhmm:oobty --.nd soa lions also use -

. 'Loughlin, and Fiscus(1984) . taditional mfting sites. These are -
identiﬁedSlsmllermhmmokanes: lomuonswhunthamimalsmstmthe :
mnmthuﬁmtwoaddmmalmkmiu ocsan pechdmp :
-have been identified in southeastera - :. ' (Bigg 1985). Altho the reasons for .
Alaskaﬂhzylslmdsandmsm rafting are not fully-understood, the: =
"bringing the total to 53 (43 of which are widespreadnsaandtndihalnatmof
within us. Historically, the : - . these sites indicate that.

rookeries mmodhthewnml essential part of Steller sea onlmbitat.

and eastarn Aleutian Islands, and the . -~ Food resources: Adequate food
waﬁatnandennlnlOOA and , mwanesmﬁalenmpmmtof
Rice 1961; Loughlin, Rugh and Fiscus . the Steiler sea lion's aquatic habitat -

- 1984; , Perex and Morrick -~ Stellersea liomareopportunishc S
1987). Becauss of dmﬁcdeclmastnf- canﬁvwestbatmy prodominantly u: . -
,puppmdudimattheGOAmd -« + . .upon demersal off-bottomschoohng .
Alsutian Islands rookeries, the Fortester  fishes; invertebrates, e.g.,squidand - - .
Island in southeastern Alaska .  octopus, also amr tobe
has been ths annual pmduwof component of i:liﬂt (Pi 1981)-

ups in recen : on

. pg: mmasusodformm gaogtaphicalrhsmomm:::idover

... refuge by all ages and both sexes of sea . yaarsmresponsetoﬂuctuaﬁonsinyrey'
lions durhgthenon-bmdmgmmn - abundance and availability lPAdmr

1981, Hoover 1988).
Data on Steller sea lion prey :
consumption are fairly limitad. Resultg

" of limited diet studies conducted in

- Alaska since 1975 indicate that walleya*
E:lelock (Theragra chalcogramma) has -
the principal prey in all areas over
ntf with Pacific cod -
(Gadus halus), octopus
(Octopussp ), squid (Gonatidas), Pacific
herring (Cl\ harengus), Pacific

-_ salmon (Onughe::ﬁynchussp ).capelin

= (Mallotus villosus), and o
- (Pleurcnectidae) also eonsumod (Pitdmr
1981, Calkins and Pitcher 1882, Calkins

. and Goodwin 1988, Lowry st al. 1889). .

. Few data are available on Stellerssa - ..

reproductive season for and . imals or ma lion prey preferences in Alaska prior to
pupping. Rookeries are defined as those :;dumls\l;er o ybe - ms?hg’w’;m, those data available -

sites where males defend a teiritory and , indicate that pollock may bave beena -
where pupping and mating occurs. - - Aquatic Habitat o - .. less important component of the diet in
Rookeries typically occur on relatively - Although they are most common peovious years (Fiscus and Baines 1068,
remote islands, rocks, reefs,and -- .. seen end studied while on land, 3 Pitcherm).ummdtoodhabétdm
beaches, where aocess by terrestrial .. - sea lions spend mast of their time at sea. ~ from California and showa .

predatars is limited. A rookery may . - The principal, essential at-sea acﬁvity redominance of o
extend across low-lying reefs and- -~ presumably is : rSenrpamidaa)andhah(Mua:lm =
mll:‘ids'lm may be mmmab - Naacshd . u,om wath mgulamnd mokmes _ productus) in the diet, with flatfish, .
relatively narrow strip o ysteep and hauicuts: For purposes. uid, , and lam, (anpe!m .
cliffs. Rookeries are occupied by - - .the waterward boundary of rookeries. . sqdm also saten. grd e
bmedmgammalsandsomembadnks . . -and haulouts has been asthe - - Fomngmmswm T
throughout the bfeedmg season, which  meanlow-water mark. However,.. . . sites, and their constancy over time, - : = .- - .
extends from.late May 1o early. jul{m - biologically, the boundaries are not thet. have not been well defined. NMFS".. - . - .
throughout the range. Femalo, sea .simply delineated. Nearshore waters. .. :- ongoingstudies in the central GOA nnd
ﬁ:quenuymﬁpupmdhmdﬂ . - surrounding rookesies and hnkmhm - Alsutian Jslands using satellite... =,

the same rookery

succasaiwyaau g qumlmlmpomtd&mhhlhh.: talemﬂrymmidlngmdﬁaﬂod
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separate rulemakings, NMFS has
already determined that certain Steller
sea lion habitats require special -
management considerations or
protection, and has limited human

_ activities in these areas. These
management actions and the essential
ll::})itats they protect are also described

ow, . Lo

Terrestrial Habitats

The Steller sea lion’s use of
traditional sites, and the linkof
territorial males, postpartum females,
and pups to rookery sites during the
breeding season make them particularly -
vulnerabls to intentional harassment.
Observed responses to humen .~ -
disturbance vary from no reaction at all
to mass stampedes into the water. In
some cases, haulout sites havebeen - .-
completely sbandoned after repeated -
disturbances, whereas in other.cases sea -
lions have continued to use sites even
after extrame harassment {Hoover 1888).-
The remote locations of most rookeries - .

- 1970s. Reduced body size at age was

pears
- essential to the recovery of the Steller

1989; Lowry, Frost and Loughlin 1988).
Most of the data on proximate causes of
the Alaska sea lion gedine point to
reduced juvenile survival as a

- significant causative agent. There are

also indications that decreased juvenile

. survival is due to a lack of food post-

weaning and during the winter/spring of
the first year. Calkins and Goodwin
(1988) found that Steller sea lions
collected in the GOA in 1885-1988 were

. significantly smaller (girth, weight, and -

standard length) than same-aged
animals collected in the GOA in the

interpreted as an indicator of nutritional

- stress. :

Conservation and management of prey
resources and foraging areas ap
sea lion population. The quality and
guantity of thesa resources may be -
egraded by human activities, .., -
poliutant discharges, habitat losses
associated with human development, - -
and commercial fisheries. Available - -

‘Fishery

information on foeding areas and diving - end haulouts help to roduce the - .- ~i:x data indicate that contamination of sea -
" patterns in Alasken waters. Findingsto. - frequency of harassment, but . <~ :-i..+::* lion food resources by :.
date are summarizad below: NMFS has. .- disturbance of sea lions by air and water - p bas not been a significant -
mnmlﬁta-linhdumdap& . czaft continues to oocur. Staller soes lions - in the Stellar soa fion declins. -
on Steller sea lions since . . - are vulnerabloto harassmentand ~ - Changes in prey base dus to physical
1989. The results of this indicats: dissuption of essential life functions - - !mbimalmahow -
that waters in the vicinity of rookeries - (e.g., reeding.mrme.udmst)a . Local degzedation of sea - .
and haulouts are important foraging - . rockeries and haulouts throughout their - lion food resources may occur near .
habitats, particularly for post-parturient  range. : 2" .. - human populstion centers, along - . ..
females and young animals. These . = .. Aquatii:l-labitéts ‘..~ .- shipping lanes, and near drill sites. - -
investigations strongly suggest thatsea ~“"3° SRS - .. - Presently, there is insufficiant .
lion foraging strategies and ranges- . Nearshore waters around rookeries information to identify any specific - . -
change seasonally, and according to the  and haulouts: Nearshore waters. - . geographic areas where adzﬂ_aml" o
age and reproductive status of the - associated with terrestrial habitatsare.  management measures to protect sea
animal. - : subject to the same types of disturbance  lion food resources from contaminant
Summertime foraging by postpartum  as rookeries and haulouts. NMFS has _  inputs and habitat loss, beyond the -
- females, whose foraging range is prohibited vessel entry within 3nm of  existing state and Federal regulations,
probably restricted by the need to return  all Steller sea lion rookeries west of 150° arenecessary. =~ = -
to tha rookary to nurse pups, appears to - W. longitude, thearea wherethe .. - The xolations‘hi&abetwm commercial
occur mainly in relativel shalfow greatest ropulption decline has - .. fisheries and the Steller sea lion’s ability
waters within 20 nm of the rookeries. occurred, primarily to protect sea lions . - to obtain adequate food is unclear. The
Data from tagged animals without pups  using these habitats from intentional BSAI/GOA geographic region where
and females with pups duringthe . and unintentional harassment. The Steller sea lions have experienced the
winter indicate that adult sea lions have' Recovery Team recommended that . greatest population decline is also an
the ability to forage at locations far waters extending 3,000 feet (0.9 km) area where large commaercial fisheries
removed from their rookeries and haul-  from rookeries and major haulouts have developed. Many of the Steller sea
out sites, and at great depths. Sealion  throughout the range of Steller sea lions  lion's preferred prey speciesare . |
pups by their sixth month are also be considered essential habitatthat - ° harvested by commercial fisheries in .
capable of traveling extended distances  merits special management - - . .- thisregion, and food availabilit! to
from land. However, dive depth appears consideration. S Steller sea lions may be affected by
to be more limited, and may restrict . -Rafting sites: Availsble information is  fishing. At present, NMFS believes that
foraging success. Few observed dives by not sufficient to identify an{ S}:edﬁe the exploitation rates in Federally
juvenile sea lions (younger than 11 rafting sites that are in ofspecial - managed fisheries are unlikelyto
months) have exceeded 20 m, whereas  management consideration. Therefore,  diminish the overall ebundance of fish
adult animal have been observed diving rafling sites are not included in this. - stocks important to Steller sea lions.
to depths greater than 250 m, © 7 criticel habitat designation. . However, spatial and temporal
. S Prey resources and foraging habitats:  regulation of fishery removals in some
Need for Special Management Reduction in food availability, quantity, areas has been determined to be
The following discussion outlines possible factor in the Steller sea lion of prey stocks does not occur.
specific essential habitats that may population decline (Calkins and No definitive description of Steller
require special management Goodwin 1988; Merrick, Loughlinand sea lion foraging babitat is possible.
considerations or protection. Under Calkins 1987; Loughlin and Merrick However, available data from satellite

telemetry studies indicate that
negrihoxl'o waters proximal t;:o rookeries
and hauleuts are important foraging
zones for females with pups during the
breeding season and yearlings in the
non-breeding season. Because of _
concerns that commercial fisheries in .’
these essential sea lion habitsts could -
deplete prey abundance, NMFS
amended the BSAI and GOA groundfish
Management Plans. Under the -
Magnuson Act, NMFS: (1) Prohibited
trawling year-round within 10 nm of
listed GOA and BSAI Steller sea lion

- rookeries; (2) prohibited trawling within

20 nm of the Akun, n
Rock, Agligadak, and rookeries - -
during the BSAI winter pollockroe -~
fishery to mitigate concentrated fishing .

Akutan, Sealion

- effort on the southeastern Bering Sea

shelf and in Seguam Pass; and{3) -

- placed al and temporal restrictions -
: gnt,hogg:pollockhmtodm :

fishing effort way from sea lion - -



~ .

pmposing toexpand seamally’thé

- Steller'sea lion winter habitats an

- Aleutian Iglands region duxing theBSAl
- winpter pollock fishery.” - » - -2 wiies

10~

lslandinthoeastemAleuﬁmtonnm

(57 R 57726; Dec..7, 1992). The.-:"

- expanded seasonal buffer at Ugamak
: lsland is intended to better encom

-~
- l
-y
vt

juvenile foraging areas in the eastam

In taking these regulatory’ actions. <

" NMFS determined that aquatic' habitats '
"and prey resources in the vicinity of- :

- GOA and BSAI sea lion rookeries, in

Seguam Pass, and on the southeastern
Bering Sea shelf are essential to Steller
sea lions, and are in need of special - -
management considerations and/or
protection. These aquatic habitats are
proposed for critical habitat designation.
NMFS is also proposing to designate .-
other foraging habitats, e.g., within 20
nm of major haulouts and Shelikof
Strait, where additional management '
restrictions on human activities donot
appear to be warranted at this time. =
Monitoring of fishery harvestsand © * .
Steller sea lion research in these ' =" :

. habitats will continue. |

. Essential Steller sea lion prey * . -
resources and foraging habitats also. o
occur outside of the GOA and BSAL
However, we do not have sufficient "~
information to identify any specific
foraging areas to the east of 144° W.’
longitude that require special
management consideration.

Activities That May Affect Escenual
Habitat A

A wide range of activities by several
pnvate. state, and Federal activities and
agencies may affect the essential
habitats of Steller sea lions. Specxﬁc
human activities that occur within arin
the vicinity of the essential sea lion .
habitat defined above, and that may.
disrupt the essential life functions that
-occur there, include, but are'not limited
to (1) wildlife viewing (primarily south~ :
central and southeastern Alaska,

Oregon, and California); (2) boat and
airplane traffic (throughout the ranga of
the Steller sea lion); (3) research. .
activities (on permitted sites and durin =
specified times throughout the year); ( %
commercial, recreational, and -
subsistence fisheries for groundﬁsh
herring, salmon, and invertebrates, e. g.. :
crab, shrimp, sea urchins/cucumbers -
{throughout the range of the Steller sea
lion); {5) timber harvest (pnmanl{
southeastern and south-central A aska).
{6) hard mineral extraction. (primarily-
southeastern Alaska); (7) oil and gas -

" - exploration (primarily Bering Sea. and

GQA); (8) coastal devel

| R
.. including ponumtdim(speciﬁc‘

 sites thirou
sio-trawl zone around Ugamak«i « l. o Mmfa}uﬂ’(

" human activities in an area desi
. as critical habitat. A critical habitat - -

_ Federal a%encies active within the range

p%lﬂ.
5 AR 2«‘:
'whoss sctions may <

aﬁadmonﬁnlmlionhabitﬁsndwm

ly be affected by this critical:
esmaﬂonlncluda.butmnot

-neesssarilylimltadto(!)theu.s.

- - Department of the Interior, Bumau of
Land Management,’ Minerals ~ - . K
- Management Service (MMS], the -

- National Park Service, and the U.S l"ish
and Wildlife Service, {2) thie U8, -

. Department of Agriculture, the Fomt -
Service; (3) the U.S. Environmental * :
Protection Agency; (4) the U.S. Coeal :
Guard; ¢5) the U.S. militery, inclnding
the Navy and ‘Air Force; (6) and -

. primarily, the U.S. Dapaﬂment of
" - Commerce, NMFS.

Expected lmpacts of Des:gnaung Cﬁtxoal
Habitat . .

There are no inheren; mtnctioz;s Bn
gnated

deslgnanon affects only.those actions - .
authorized, funded, or carried out
Federal agencies. Under section 7 o the
ESA, Federal agencies are required to -
ensure that their actions are not likely " -

to jeopardize the continued existence of
listed species or to result in the-

. destruction or adverse modiﬁcation of

critical habitat .

In many cases, the pnmary beneﬂt of
the designation of critical habitat is that -
it provides notification to Federal - .-
agencies that a listed speciesis -
dependent on a particular area for its -
continued existence and that any
Federal action that may affect that area
is subject to the consultation .
requirements of section 7 of the ESA.
Therefore, this designation would .
require Federal agencies to evaluate .-
their activities with respect to Steller
sea lion critical habitat and to consult .
with NMFS prior to en
action that may affect
habitat. :

This desngnauon wnll assist Federal
agencies in evaluating the potential’ .
environmental impacts of their activities
on Steller sea lions or their-critical
habitat, and in determining when - -
consultation with NMFS would be -
appropriate. Currently (prior to the
proposed critical habitat designation),

'iaging in any

) cmical

of the Steller sea lion are required to - -

consult with NMFS regarding projects
and activities they permit, fund or

: otherwxse carry out that may.affect the

ies pursuant to section 7 of the.
ESA A Federally regulated activity may -
" be conducted in an area designated-as -
critical habitat-if the authorizing Federal
agency determines through the ESA -
section 7 consulmion process that. tho

* " result in the destruction or'ed

ﬂlﬁt’lﬂnﬂﬁhlytobopudluﬂﬁ
cantinued existence of the speciesor -
verse
-modmuﬁondiuammlhb!m.nh
i -difficult to thuotwoemeapu.

(.\

leﬁesthﬂmﬂthth&demldmn o

! oradverse modification of critical -
habitatma!sovary!ikelyto

ven the definitions specified in 50 -
%’R 402.02, regardless of any omclal

- critical habitat designnﬁon orthe -
absence of suth a designation.. * - * "
“Therefore, in most sllnations, ifnot ,11'

such consultations wanld be
even without this critical habitat -
" designation becduse an action that is

to affect the species.
Additional consultations as a result of
this dedgnation are unllkely tobe

NMFS has almady miniﬁated soction
7 consultation on Pederal actions that

occur within the range of the Steller.sea’

‘ m toaffect the critical habitat would ‘

".thomﬁnuede:dstanmoﬂhespedn. .

’lion. including those thatoccurwithln C

these pro critical habitat areas.

Federal activities for which section 7 :

consultations liave been reinitiated/: -

: conducted include: (1) Federally

_ managed fisheries; (2) MMS Ouwr

. Continental Shelf Jease sales (areas

being considered by MMS for ofl and
o weiude portions of praposet

include ons a
g:i?ical habitat in Shelikof Strait and the
BogoslofIsland area). {(3) U.S. Forest

" * Service timber harvest and mineral

extraction proposals; (4) EPA waste

discharge permits; (5) U.S. Army Corps ‘

of Engineers section 10/404 permits;
and (6) U.S. military activities.
Section 7 consultations on the -

Federally managed groundfish fisheries -

of the BSAI and GOA management areas

have resulted in changes in the menner -

in which these fisheries are prosecuted,
specifically to protect Steller sea lions -
* and their essential habitats. Economic
effects attributable to these regulations

- were analyzed in the environmental
- assessments and other regulatory - '
documents produced in-support of thoso

decisions.
The designation of the proposed
critical habitat will not affect state and

‘local government activity, or private -
. actions that are not"dependent on, or
- limited by, Federal authority, permits, -

or funds. The des! ‘fnation willhelpto -
inform private and state agencies of the
importance of these habitat areas to -

Steller sea lions. Other provisions of the .

ESA, such as the prohibition on takings.
are applicable to state agencias and

rivate
& It shogla:l“be noted that thetaking

mdihatthodemaionof s Tt

Bmhibition has been int od o -

-

_ ,.\



Ll
- PRl S

PR .. - ce= -

IR A
- A pn.-‘

Steller sea lions may use these
structures for haulout sites. In cases
where the p critical habitat
boundaries unavoidably contain man-
made structures, these areas will be
unaffected by critical habitat
designation. , . o

NMFS prepared an Environmental -
Assessment (EA), based on the best
available information, that describes the
environmental and economic impacts of
alternative critical habitat designations.
The proposed action identifies and :
delineates critical habitat for the Steller
sea lion. . e

This action is intended to maintain
and/or enhance, rather than to use, a
resource. No adverse environmental . -
impacts from the designation of critical . -
habitat are expected. Rather, this action
may enhance the long-term productivity
of these areas by ensuring that a Federal
agency's actions will not result in the
adverse modification or destruction of .
critical habitat for the Steller sea lion.

Proposed Critical Habitat: Essential
Features : :

. NMFS proposes to designate the
following areas as critical habitat for the
Steller sea lion. These areas are
considered essential for the health,
continued survival, and recovery of the
Steller sea lion population, and may -
require special management - . :
consideration and protection.- -

(1) NMFS proposes to designate all .- -
Steller sea lion rockeries and major -
haulouts within state and Federally
managed waters off Alaska as critical
habitat for the species (tables 1 and 2 to
proposed 50 CFR 226.12), This. :

3,000 feet (0.9 km) of 144° W. longitude,

or 20 nm seaward from BSAl and GOA - - --observ

Steller sea lion rookeries and majog -+ .

haulouts west seaward from:rpokeries.. - -critical habitat designation thatis ... :.. ...

-1

non-breeding animals d-and
for reproductively active animals during
the non-breeding season. These areas
are considered critical to the continued
existence of the species thmu%out their
range since they are essential for :
reproduction, rest, and refuge from
predators and human-relate '

- disturbance, " . :

(2) NMFS proposes to designate all -
Steller sva lion rookeries within state
and Federally managed waters off
Washington, Oregon and California, -
including the zone that extends 3,000 °
feet (0.9 km) vertical and seaward from
each rookery. A 3,000 foot “buffer zone”

- landward of rookeries in Washington,

Oregon and California wouild not be
appropriate, generally, for these sites.
These rookeries are, for the most part,
small offshore rocks and outcroppings
where upland jes arenot © -

. applicable due to the small size of the

site. Haulout sites in Washington,.

" Oregon and California have not been

Emposed as Steller sea lion critical
abitat. .

Proposed critical habitat designations
(1) and-(2) are consistent with
recommendations of the Recovery.
Team, except that rookeries and
haulouts outside of U.S. waters have not
been included (50 CFR 424.12(h)). They
are also consistent with the intent of
protective measures developed by
NMFS at the time the species was listed
-as threatened (55-FR 49204, Nov. 26,

990). S
(3) NMFS proposes to follow the

_ recommendations of the Recovery Team

and designate critical aquatic foraging. -

- habitst within the core of the Steller sea
" designation includes a zone that extends

lion's geographic range, where the

greatest e&opulalion decline has been -
The Recovery Team

recommended one aquatic zone for -:_.:.:

e Lmy o . .. '.'.._.‘. -- F .;;. ..'.-‘“;,.',.'_‘:q:" ',_-'-~' "'_- . - . A .. '. R . 4' - .
<" 712 Federal Registeri/;Vol. 58¢:Nc. 64:d:Thursday: April:1; 1993./.Proposed Rules . 17187
e
habitat ey b considered g taking, -:-:=: and major hsulouts locsted in Alasks .o - Jocated exclusively intha GOA:. = :
dless of any official critical habitat . east landward and vertical of esch: <., (Shelikof Strait) (figure 1 of proposed 50
designation or the absence of such s ... rookery and major haulout boundary,: . CFR 226.12), mdm%m in
designation and regardless of Federal ... . and a zone that extends either 3,000 foet: the BSAI area {(Bogoslaf. area and
involv_ementortholackuf;uch. ST (0.9@)“144?_‘7.1“5@0" ST mpm](ﬁmmanf S
_involvement. - - ... .. .., Thisgoogaphicregionhas- -.--: proposed 50 CFR 226.12). Thesosites -
1t should also be noted that activities - historically been.the center of Steller_ . ware selected bocause of thair. .- .
conducted outside of designated critical seal lion abundance,and has - -. :-. - ' geographic location relative to Stellar ..
habitat areas may adversely modify or  experienced the greatest décline.- * . gga lion abundance contars, their
. destroy critical habitat or may * Aquatic areas surrounding major : . . ‘jmportance as Steller sea lion foraging
jeopardize the continued existence of - rookeries and hauloyt sites provide. ' - - apggs, their present or historical -
the listed species. Such a result should = foreging habitats, prey sesources,and - jpoortance as babitat forlarge - ..
be anticipated if the activity has a ~ refuge considered essential to the . .- concentrations of Steller sea lion prey ~ -
significant impact on an essential - consarvation of Steller sea lions. The items that are essential to the species’ - °
feature identified in the critical habitat  proposed critical habitat surrounding .o vl and because of the need for
d“ignaﬁon. ) . each BSAI and GOA mk&r’ and mjol‘ . 3pﬁd&l &)nﬂdﬂmuon of Steller sea lien
Developed areas, such as roads, are - .- haulout site includes not onlythe . . - rey and foragin ireménts in the
20:, proposed‘ ;;ﬁ:d“ig‘l‘lnﬁ:in as ;lrmcd aquatic area!s j to rookeries t‘limt prey o &emme reial
abitat even ysica tuat are essential to lactating famales an ‘ ?
within the boundaries of the proposed _ juveniles, but also encosmpasses aquatic Dsheries that occurin these areas.
critical habitat units, nor are man-made . zones around major haulouts, which The aquatic foraging sites in the BSAI
structures (i.e. jetties or piers) although  provide foraging and refuge habitat for": - (Seguam and Bogoslof Island area) that

were recommended by the Recovery
Team for critical habitat designation are
included in this propesal withone _ -
madification. NMFS is proposing to
designate an area on the southeastern
Bering Sea shelf that includes Bogoslof

" Island, but is larger than that

. =

récommended by the Recovery Team. -
This enlarged area better encompasses a’
diverse oceanographic region with high
concentrations of important sea lion = -
food resources, e.g., walleye pollock, .
eulachon, capelin, and migrating
herring, as well as intense commercial
fisheries for these prey resources.
Essential Steller sea lion prey ..
resources and ing habitats occur’

- outside of the GOA and BSAI. However,

NMFS does not have sufficient -
information to identify specific foraging
areas to the east of 144° W. longitude
that require special management .
considerations. Therefare, NMFS is not

roposing to designate any critical . = -

oraging habitats in these areas. .
Modifications to this critical habitat
designation may be necessary in the
future as additional information
becomes available.

Publ_ié Comments Solicited
NMEFS is soliciting information,

' comments, or recommendations on any

aspect of this pro rule from the
public, concerned government agencies,
the scientific community, industry, -
private interests, or any other interested
party. NMFS will consider all comments
received by the date specified (see
DATES) in reaching a final decision. -

" References

A list of references jé"mdn;" o dedinthe -
Environmental Assessment (EA)and - .-
available upon request (s00 ADDRESSES). .. -
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. Fisherles, NOAA- Youy

" agencies, or

(Assistant
“Administrator), has detumined ,!hat t!ug
i not a “major rule” ga "
impact analysis under EO."
. 12291. e regulations are not likely' to Y
result in (1) an annual effect on the -
- economy of $100 million or more; (2 8
major increase in costs or prices fo:
. consumers, individual industries; "
Federal, state, or local govammsnt i
phic regions; or. (3) c‘
signiﬁcant adverse effecton - - :
tion, employment, investmant. '
p uctivity. innovation, oron the_
ability of U.S.-based enterprisesto -
- compete with foreign-based enterprinea
" in domestic or export markets. -

‘The economic impacts spedﬁcally
resulting from the designation of critical:
habitat, above the impacts attributable. -
to listing the species or from other - .
authorities, are expected to be minimal.
The General Counsel of the Dopartment
of Commerce has certified thet this - .
gmposed rule, if adopted, would not .

ave a significant economic impact on -

" a substantial number of small entities as «
. described in the Regulatory Flexibility
Act; therefore, a regulatory flexibility
analysis is net required.
This proposed rule does not contain -
a collection-of-mfonnatnon requirement
for urposes of the Paperwork °
eduction Act of 1980. NOAA
Admimstrative Order 216-6 states that
critieal habitat designations under the
erally are categorically .
exclu ed from the requirements to-
prepare an EA or Environmental lmpact
Statement. However, in order more »
clearly to evaluate the minimal

Zone Management Programs of
the states of Alaska, Washington. .
Oregon, and California. This -

" determination has beeén submitted for

review by the responsible state cies
underwztion 7oithoCoastal z:‘::
Managemant Act. -

List of Subjects in S0CFRPart228
Endangamd and thmatened wildlife.
Dated: March 25; 1983, - '~

Nmyl-‘odar._ o Tl
Asslslantddm!nis&utdrfot

* National Marine Fisheries Service, National ' :
.Ooeaniccndﬁwwsphen'cddmwmmion

For the reasons set forth in the - -
_ preamble, 50 CFR

HABITAT

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1533.

2. New §226.12 s added to subpart BA :

-toread as follows: R
§226.12  North Pacific Ocean

.Steller Sea Lion (Eumetopms )nbatus) .

lo on- -ald vertical'of éech

226 iaproposed

_to be amended as follows:. ... - -:.
"~ PART 226—DES|GNATED cRITICAI.

mmba(nkm)hndwml

est (500 ADDRESSES). -t :2:3 w7 <. _hinlout , wheré possible, d
mq'r‘llm' -ulo does not contain: - o Mmﬂ:d&w!ﬂom‘?ﬂa
policies with federalism implications - km)mwudﬁmthodtobmdaryfnr
mfﬂdﬂmwmtpww‘{“ T mokeﬁeamdmjorhaﬂwuloeatodiﬂ
;{ozdee;;lismmtmderﬁ.of : = gtate and Federally szteuof

Assist iminist -l‘”" =+~ - Alaska east of 144° W. longitu: ‘.'orzo-
-"de}:'r:iinedtha:?hopmpmrm DI 550y i.“m."h”m dﬂ'!f“
" _designation of critical habitst for Steller - .m&’,}ﬂ‘:,f e eally
" "'ssalionsismnsistenttothommdmum. “wam“;‘;mmm y

Coastarmwwbh with ths approved - -~ - and California, including the zone that

. ‘extends 3,000 foet (0.9 km) vertical and

seaward from each rookery (tnbleatand

ztopaﬂzzﬁ).-~ S T
U.s.wetmmdfoodmoumssin

" Shelikof Strait, Gulf of Alaska; in the

* southeastern Bering Sea shelf, and in

Pass, Aleutian Islands (ﬁguma 1

_thmughatopanzzs) SN

3. Tables 1 and 2 and ﬁgum

.throughamaddedtotheparttomad

as follows: . -

identified in the following table. Each
baseline extends in a'clockwise '

direction from the first set of geogmphic
. coordinates along the shoreline at mean .

lower-low water to the second set of

;'. coordinates; or, if only one set of
.-, coordinates is listed, tha site extends -

.- 1The authority citation for pm 225 -
~ continues to read as follows: -

around the entire shoreline of the island

.. at mean lower-low water. Proposed .
. critical babitat includes the area 3.000

foet (915 meters) landward (Alaska sltes
only) and seaward from the site -
baseline, and a vertical extension above
. the land area measured from sea level.
For sites identified with an asterisk, the

proposed critical habitat includesthe -

Major Steller g8a hon rookery sites are

M

SN

environmental and economic im: of  All rookeries and major haulouts area 20 nautical miles (32 kilometers)
the proposed critical habitat designation - within the state and Federally mana - seaward from the site baséline, —
versus the alternative of a no-critical waters off Alaska, includmgazona t. SR -
TABLE 1 TO PART 2268 - :
v . - - e T T°'~A"'."” .z
. wm,“mm . e e L . ' - IERCR AN T el : R
- Agattu 1/Cape Sabak* 52°235N 173°435E | 62°220N . | 173°¢1.0E
g /Gillon Point* 52°240 N 173°215E
. Atule 152°575N -~ | 172°NS5E- | 62°645N.. .. | 172285 E
Buldir 1.° .. §2°205N " | 175°57.0E :: .| 52‘23.5N 178‘51.0E
Adak 1.* |51365N . |176°585 W . sma.ou : mrso.sw
* Agligadak L* 52°625N " | 172°540W- | N
..Amchitka |/Column Rock* 51°325N: . | 178°S0.0 E -
[East Cape* 51°235N | 179°260E - 61'22.0N - 178‘23.05
Ayugadak 1.* |51°455N - lere2asE’ N 0 P ‘
. Gramp Rock® S19290N - < |17e2osw: | L fee ;
- Kasatochl L* 52°105N. - 175-zb.ow-=-'mo.ouj_; ,_178‘31,6%_:}
- ‘MMCM‘ SR w | RISISN: < 117210 E 751585 N “: "T1TM200E -« -
lcapQSt.Stw STRRENERE E 1 -1 3 R b3

11TPI0E

51636 N~ <
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Pmposadlmles..w 17189

.-

o et . ;:",‘_,__,;'ﬁ n;_‘( Ft::';‘. .'.A.t . .. -70_
S emEniar o AL s o attude. o Longitude,.
Seguam 1/Saddleridge” . .....eceo y 52‘21:5?&"":'- | 4722335 W | 52721 5N T 172°350 W
L e : % | 10585 N - [ 17955 € [ S1570ON 7] 1700460

*Tagl® = S51°3AS N = [ 178°USW | SN R )

“Utak L. Sim.ON - 1178°57.0W  ]51°185N .. 1176°S95 W

“Yunaska I.° ‘ S2°41.0N " 170‘34.5?1‘ | 52°42.0N ] 170°385W

Eastsm Aleutians:: . R i f‘_'__‘ . P SR
g . iy 52'55.0""‘ 169’10.5W A ¥ R
Akun 1./Blliings Head*® rvieciosseisions | S4*1B.ON 7| 165°31.5W | 54°1BON - . | 165°U0W
Akutan |/Cape Morgan* . 54°0AS N ° 166‘000W 54°055N . | 166°05.0W
" Bogoslof 1.* ....... 5 . ] 53°580N " | 168%020W }.-. . . -
-Ogehul 1.* . '] 53°00.0 N | 168°24.0 W o
Sea Llon Rock*® §5°28.0N 163°125W | . .
I S54°140N 164°48.0W | 54°13.0N | 164°48.0.W
Bering Sea: O [ TR : ‘ . .
Walrus |.* TSTPIION 169°56.0 W
Westem Gulf of Alaska: -~ - . ) L -
Atkins 1.* . | 55°03.5N <" -] 159*185W |- TR .
Chemabura I.* e | 54°47S N | 159°31.0W | 54°455-N - - | 159°335 W
Clubbing Rocks* .| 54°420N 162°275W | 54°430N - | 162°27.5W
Pinnacle Rock* ‘54°46.0 N” 161°%460W | . R
Central Guif of Alaska: . oo _ N -
- Chirikof 1. §5°48.5 N 155°39.6W | 55468 N - | 155°43.0 W
Chowiet 1.* 56°00.5 N 156°41.5 W 56°00.5N. -.. |.156°420W
Marmot L.* . 58°140N" 151475 W ° | 58°10.0N .. .- | 151°51.0W"
Outer . e | 59°20.5N ] 150°23.0W | 59°21.0N 150°24.5 W
"Su R 5§8°53.0N " | 152°020W . }:-- . Ll :
Eastern Guif of Alaska: . I 1= -
Seal Rocks* i ] 60°100N T T146°500W_ .. . -. ]

. .Forrester | S4°51.0N | 133°320W | 54°525N 133°355 W
Hazy | 55°520N =~ | 134°340W | 55°51.5N - | 134°350 W
White Sisters ST38.0N" ~ | 136°155W '

Oregon: R E -
Rogue Reef/Pyramid Rock 42°26.7N | 124°282 W
Orford Reef: C
Long Brown Rock 42°475N 124°363 W
© Seal Rock 42°472N 124°35.6 W
California: : : ' - , 1 -
Ano Nuevo | 377065 N 122°205W . | _.
Cape Mendocino | 40°26.0 N 124°24.0 W
Faralion Islands: ) -

- Southeast 37°41.5N . 123°00.1 W .
Middle 37°43.7 N 123°028 W
North 37°46.3N 123°064 W -

Sugarloat | ... ] 39°44.5 N 123°503 W

Maijor Steller sea ixon haulout sites are

identified in the following table. Each
baseline extends in a clockwise :

coordinates is listea. the site extends

around the entire shoreline of the island
-at mean lower-low water. Proposed

from s;a levél For sites icientiﬁed with

an asterisk, the proposad critical habitat

includes the area 20 nautical miles (32

direction from the first set of geographu: critical habitat includes the area 3,600 ° -kilometers) seaward from the site
coordinates along the shoreline at mean feet (915 meters) landward and seaward - haseline.
lower-low water to the second set of from the site baseline, and a vertical
coordinates; or, if only.one setof - extension above the land area measured . 2
TABLE 2 TO PART 226 SR
Statel o - L .. 4o To -
Alaska: S LT \ BRI SR
Wostam Al . v .
Alaid 1.* . : 52°450N 173°56.5 E{.,‘
K , 152°44.0N 174°090E
Central Aleutians: - o R 1
Amlia I/East® ........ rreet A, .“ 52°050N" " | 172°585 W
-fSviech. Harbor* P A Sivieasiaeerssissanienes § BZ°02.0-N ' 173‘23.0W
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v 3 A - it iy Ot ary am e s o
Ve .

— T _F _: L; '-"% . " . P . D [
:¥ .- I.M Longitude ;<=
3 ] 852°315N , limcesw mw-::.z MBS W
L : S1°S1O0N. ] 175°535W ... DA i
: - S2235N " | 174°170W . | 5224 5N ... 17m.sw
52°34.0N 171°105W :
52465N | 1697445 W | s2de5 N -, 100°420 W
|52*060N - {17e°105W  |s2°07.0N .. | 1767085 W
53'025N 19°41.0Ww | - ) ,.- S
.| 51°585 N 177°09.0 W ree
51%47.0N trr22sw |- ]
51°U5N 178'51.5W 1 51045N - 178495 W
1 51°500 N 17P200E  |51485N- | 177°205E
51°595 N 178°30.0 E o
-|51°505N . ]176°13.0W | 5148.0N . .| 176°130W
§2°00.5 N 173°080W " | o D
52°100N 172°370W | 62195N - | 172°18.0W.
52°235N 172°255W ° | S2°235N . | 172°40W
52°00.0 N 17a'os.se,. . XN
e 1 SI°S7.0N 17r470E 1 L S
L ISZ045N T | 172570W
51°S5.0N ~ [177°585W svss.ou ,,, m-smw
| 51°35.0N 178°30.5 W
§3°04.0N 169°470W |53050N | teedsow
SITUON"" [170°04.0W | 51°845N ~ | 1207030 W-
54*105N 166°045W ~ | 54°07.5 N 166°08.5 W
§5°240N 163°07.0W ~ | 55°26.0N 163°10.0 W
S1S00N " " | 168°04.0 W A
83°175N  “|1ers15wW
63"520N 166°05.0 W
§3°160N | 167°580W |
5"120N  l1es190W | Famn
54°085N" [ 164°585W
S150N | 168°200 W
. S8"39.0 N 162"105N"™
' 58°36.0 N 159°58.0W
Waestemn GutlofA!aska‘ - oo
Bird 1.* 54°39.0 N 159°36.0 W
Castle Rock* 55°17.0 N 159°30.0 W
Caton 1.* 54°235N | 162255 W
Jude I* S5°160 N 161°06.0 W S
Ugnumso Rocks® 55°47.5 N 157°230 W , -
Nagai I.* 54525 N 160°140W | 54°56.0N 160°1S0W
Nagai Rocks* 55°50.0 N 155°60W | :
Sea'Lion Rocks® 55°04SN | 160°81.0W | -
South Rock® 54°180N . { 1627435 W R
" Spitzl* 55°47.0 N 158°53.0 W "
The Whaleback* §5°165N | 160°060W '
Central Gulf of Alaska: - LR I S N
Cape Bamabas® S7T°100N | 152°550W {S7°07.5N 152550 W
Cape Chinlak® ST°35.0N .| 152°090W {57°S7.5N 152°09.0 W
Cape Guir* 56"135N 154°095W | 58°125N 154°105 W
Cape ikokik® 57°17.0N 154°475W | -
Cape Kuliak® §7°482N 153°55.0 W
Cape Sitkinak® 56°320N * | 153°520 W
Cape Ugat® ST°S57.0N 153°51.0 W .
Gore Point* 59°120 N 150°58.0 W »
Gull Point* |ST°21.5N - | 152°365W" |57°245N {18238.0 W
Latax Rocks* | 68°%20N .| 162°285W.. 158%405N - |.152°30.0 W
- Nagahut Rocks® Svsrsisienis SP0BON {a514B0W | o -]
Puale Bay® .... S7T°41.0N - 155°280W f .. . . fear -
Seaa L.ion Rocks® -~ 58°21.0 N 1 151°48.5 W' ’ .- B PR PR
- SeaOtter I.* 5631.5N . Jisrraow - f .. 0 f. U0
- Shakun Rock® 58'33O0N  |15341sW | .
Sud 1.* 58°54.0 N 1s2°125w | v - L
Sutwik 1.* 56°320N - | 157*140W |56°320N 157°200 W 7
- Takii L* 58°030N 154°275W | 56°03.0N | 154°300W -
Two-headed 1.* | S6°545N- . [163°33.0W. - {'56°SA5 N~ .. {.153°35.5 W :
Ugak 1.° - ST'23ON- . | 1S21S5W - | 57°220N ~ | 352190 W



~ge.5s 4 Tort3tin Senll w-—-l ekt el
ART .

awrne o5

Yo

| 59265 N 148°200W -] 7 -

; | 60°07.0N -] 147°37.0W

156°430N . | 135°205 W

{55°265 N~ " | 133°485W

|57305N | 133°350W "

60°30.5N . | 147°560W - <o o

60°350N - |14T340W...1
59°56.0 N 148°135 W -
60°100N | 146°S0.0 W

§9°520N | 147720 W
58°33SN | 134545 W
se'51.0N | 13s7320W:

srs55N - | 136°330 W
56095N - | 134395 W
55%495N. - |134165W
59°082N - | 135146W . | .
58485N | 130455W- | - -

‘| 130a85W | -

§5°420N - ] 133°48.0W

Steller sea lion rookeries.

Figure 1 to Part 226: Proposod Steller saa lion criﬁml habitat in Shelikof Strait. Lomtions indicated are maior
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Proposed seo hon criticol woler habital -, - R L A CE AT AR L S
\ pe i -'.". - L
(FR Doc. 83-7512 Filed 3-31-93; 8:45am] - preem nsoﬂha ﬁshmggrounds The FOR FURTHER SNFORMATION CONTACT:
BILLING CODE 3510-22-M " second proposéd action would setthe ~  Ellen R Varosi, Fisheries Management
: mual mi:;xay opening daut;: :;sd'h:n " Division, (907) 586-7228.
. Mav unon whicl _
SOCFRParté72 - - " tho smallest tida rango occure—the ~  SUPPLEMENTARY “”f""'”"‘
mmmm,ﬁ_m] s laastdnm%ﬁdalmgetorhoot;mdo Background . R LN
) P ' The domestic and forei groundﬁsh
~ Groundﬂsﬁ"’dm f Alaska . gggemgmcmm fisheries in the excluswe%?:onomic zone
' "WMM Fisheries - . gear loss. The intent of these actionsis - (EEZ) of the GOA are managed by the -
Service (NMFS), NOAA, Commerce. -~ {o promote the goals and objectives of - ocordanc:f wicommth th:';’. (Seaetaxy)in-
ACTION: Proposed rule; request for the North Paciﬁc?ishelyuanagemant N Plen fo ofthe
comments. - _'*- Council (Council) with respect to mmm Ph&&"“m by
NMES —r groundfish managemént off Alaska. theCound{. : theampmil%
tocha:egulaﬁnnspgovmingtheopening DATES: Commentsmustberecaivsda: Magnuson Fishery Conservationand -
- of the sablefish hook-and-line gear the following address no later than 4:30 . Managemsnt-Act (Magnuson Act) and is
fishary in th Gulf of Alaska (COAL: The -, Alaska local time, April 28, 1093..... implemented by codifiedat-: . ..
first would redefins the start of the GOA m(:ommntsmaybosamtn 500’3311-935? fishery <.~
sabﬁbﬁ;hhook-end-l;ne mtfo Ronald J. Berg, Chief, Fisheries. - gnsgatsom 672 for th:!,.as.lso o
ro of vessels y: Management vmn.AlashRagion. ory. regulations
ook-ammthinnmgb - NMFS, P.O. Box 21668, juneau, AK- - - ..~ pertamtoUS.ﬁshaissappearatso
the o &nmpmid inths . 2 99802 (Atin: Lori Gravel). Copiosoﬂhe CFR part 620. . R
directed ﬁshery Tl‘macuonn environmental assessiment/rogulatory - --lntheGOA.oepuntﬂotd.ellowalile’ :
7N necessary to clarify NMFS' intent with .. impact review/initial i v
respect to the opening of directed. .- -.: .. flexibility analysi
for sablefish with hook-and-line .- -prepared’ tbopto'poeadaﬁimmybe areas and districts; ‘These TAC amounts :
gear, andmdmhothgeu and.. obtaimdﬁmthomodd:m: e

,
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27 <7 vossels participated GOA - ... fishery has opened. Geer : - fi ish imay not be -+
S ;" sablefish hook-and-line garﬁnhm . deployment before the opening, under ‘*dsplopd* 12.noon of the |
-+ This large number of fishing - 080 %% date of that fishery. , .
v 5. COM for relatively small TAC - ... .. unlawful directed -
.., -amounts results in directed fisheries : .. However, enforcement
© 7 that last 1 or 2 weeks before- -. . .:... prohibition
directed fishing allowancesare , :- .. 'goceuuﬁsh :
-*..~ . harvested and the fishery is closed. - ... cannctd j T
h@mmﬁmmwgﬁshmto; composition from esrial cbservations. _-..: standards at §672.20(g)(4): - ;- - . Z
. - mﬁa ::;Ac anaounum K ‘—a!qrn':'bl\ o \:". | ."-7."" ‘:with ’.'y'.‘.':‘;'f:' ,‘ 'Qfg msihﬁpte% lll?;i;g. the o :
Sz . -.-Lrea gafqty A ty.an TES0UICe - R b emsass'oclatad :3:‘.;:_‘, £ wes tion . R
- : xt:’a‘:a%ement concerns. The.Couricil has . inconsistencies between regulations_ " ; ', petl by L
. n

ong-term action to address these

, 8. . .’ representatives to adopt a regulatory © - .
the opening of the Pecific - . arendment that woutd redefine thy S

s
ibut and the sablefish fisheries"'were

concerns by adopting for Secretarial . . . opening GOA d-
review an l¥th a‘n‘nexfdment that would  highlighted during 1992 when NMFS - -/ - ﬂm mm w‘,?&ﬁs&: ;:],‘{,?:m
*  authorize en individual fishing quota - -opened the sablefish directed hook-and-... described above. The Council ,
. (FQ) p for the hook-an gi‘:m. line gear fishery concurrently with the - . recommended that a tory :
. sablegshﬁsh . Aproposedruleto - International Pacific Halibut - . -~ ... .amendment be pre that would
N implement the IFQ program was * * - . Commission's (IPHC's) summer - - -“"prohibit participation in the directed’ -
- . puglished in the Foscral Register on : ~~ openings of the Pecific halibut hook- - -~ gahlafich fiskies by vessels that deploy -
' IFQ program has been approved by the - . concurrent wastoavaid ¢ ..:pponenthe opening of the sablefish '
. Secretary. Implementation is expected = wasteful discard of the sablefish ;. =~ gbbk-'ah'd—line directed fishery:No -
.. in 1994, ) -« :.... - . resource and fully harvest the specified ' vessel that deploys hook-and-line gear: -
" During its September 22~27, 1892, - sablefish TACs by providing vessel . - ‘to fish for any species in the GOA . -
meeting, the Council recommended that operators the opﬂmnlty to retain any . - ~during this72-hour period could be
a regulatory amendment be p d - amount of sablefish that were taken. - : ~used to cipate in the directed -~
that would provide immediate relief  incidental to the Pacific halibut fishery.. - goi Jortelpate in the that
from some of the management concerns: NMFS als:moclod that some vessels .. openi“iz e oneydumngthat . . .
that exist for the GOA sablefish hook- - would be.used to fish only for sablefish- -° VW:: that-could be impacted under
and-line gear fishery. The regulatory - during the concurrent opanm%. N this propé t pamv - L
.- amendment proposed by the Council . - - : Regulations that govern the Pacific . % -andolxilnm °fs:r ther .
would prohibit participation in the halibut fishery (50 CFR part 301) clearly . fishing during the 72-h e 86:!;:1:&? er /7N
di sablefish fishery by vessels - - - prohibit a Kerson on board a vessel from Bpec:?l.sln g the 72- 0\11: -y on.
from which hock-and-line gear is - which hook-and-line gear was deployed ~ Peri 1992; 31 vesse e e th
" deployed within 72 hours prior to the - during the 72-hour period immediately other SP':‘:” o 3;3““‘1531‘ %‘A e
opening of that directed fishery. NMFS  befors the opening of a halibut fishing ._°P°nm& dimcht km bing ‘or GO
0 proposes a regulatory amendment iod from catching or possessing. . 335195. with hook-and-line gear. . i
that would set the annual date for the but during that halibut fishing . ~ NMFS'specifically requests comments d’
mid-May season opening of the GOA period. The Pacific halibut fishery on the potential impact of the propose
sablefish hook-anrlina gear fishery as . * regulations also provide that no vessel . _ action on vessels fishing for other .
the date upon which the tide withthe ~ from which hook-and-line gear was species during the 72-hour period priar, -
smallest tidal range occurs.. - deployed during the 72-hour period’ . t0 an opening for diracted fishing for
Reasons for, and a description 6f each ' immediately preceding an openingofa  sablefish with hook-and-line gear. If *
of the proposed measures follow: - halibut fishing period may be usedto * - . appmv:ed bﬁ,‘: m&% BRI
Redefins the Opening of the Gulfof -~ Falch S\ Pocess halbut Shrg tht - oy May 15, 1093, the current
g'lsh Sablefish Hook-and-Line Gear (g) and (h)). However, ations . opening date of the GOA sablefish hook--
ery : .1 -0 " governing the hook-and-line sablefish and-linesearm;, S
Under this proposed regulatory :- fishery do not similarly prohibit . -Thisaction uce gear conflicts. -
measure, no.vessel from which hook- . - deployment of hock-and-line fishing . and the preemption of fishing grounds :
and-line gear was used to fish for any . prior to the opening of the sablefish . while providing safer fishing. . : -~ . .-
species of fish in the GOA during the - %?&'W.Asamt, concurrent cenditions. Without a regulation ;
72-hour period immediately béforean of the Pacific halibut and sablefish - prohibiting the d loyment of gearin - -

.opening to directed fishing for sablefish
with hook-and-line gear may be used to
participate in that opening of the -
sablefish %seh;;ry This measure is:
propased because existing regulations - -
do not prohibit the deployment of hook-

. and-line gear prior to an openin&for -
directed gsh.lng for sablefish with this
gsar type. Sglaeisﬂshermen takg AR
advantags o opportunityby - -. |

- deploying hook-and-line geg prior to
. the start of the sablefish fishery with the
intent to fish for sablefish. These. .. - .;

+ + . + fishermen then retrieva the resulting: :.: :

~ ’

~ advance of an opening of

ested ¢
. mtmumeeﬂ:gt.

fisheries during 1992 created additional  advance of the sablefish hook-and-line - - .

confusion in the interpretationof . . =~ fishery, vessels could deploy gear prior - -
current regulations and resulted, in . to the opening. This could cause ground.. -
some instances, in the deployment of Kmamptim and gear.conflicts because -
hook-and-line gear in advance of the ' : :-  hoock-and-line gear can spar several ..~ .
opening of these directed fisheries. . -~ miles and gear set in advance ofthe .- . -

in' . ' opening would not be readily visible; -~ -
d ° Safety is com whengear = ..
sablefish hook-and-line gear fishery - - becomes led due to tidesorthe. - .~ -
were brought to the Council’s attention.. " unian of two sets of gear. When gear is - f"\ .
A clarification of existing regulstions. -..- ‘mﬁl:d' tension and torque can cause::- -1

the June 23-28, 1892, : the line to part which eomm;km the 1
NMFS issued a news- .. :safety of the fishermen on board while* - . -
release on Juns 26, 1892, stating that '« causing economic Josges.s:5z:2 #:4 5 i

Reports of vessels deplozln gear
e

s
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NATIONAL
OCEANIC AND
ATMOSPHERIC

| ADMINISTRATION
; WASHINGTON, D.C. 20230 NOAA 93-R11S
. —
RIANARY

Contact: Scott Smullen
(301) ?13=2370

announced final regulations allowing all f£ishing vessels,
regardless of where they deliver their catch, to sharse the first -
112,000 metric tons of the Pacific whiting quota for the 1993
§eason, but reserving the final 30,000 metriec tons of this quota

# for vessels delivering Pacific whiting to on-shore processing
" plants.

“"The Pacific whiting resource is experiencing a natural
doewnturn in abundance. Under these circumstances, this one-~
season rule is an egquitable aolution that allocates teo en-shore
and off-shore processors roughly the same percentage share of -
this year's decreased harvest guideline as they harvasted last
year," said Diana H. Josephson, acting NOAA administrator.

This action represents a partial disapproval of a Pacific
Fishery Management Council recommendation that, in addition to
the reserve, had included an allecation for use by the shoreside
processing sactor and a sliding scala for allocat ng any
harvestable whiting over 110,000 metric tons batween shoreside

and at-sea processing sectors. NOAA econsiderad several other
allocation eoptions.

The reserve of 30,000 metric tons will help protect the
economic interests of on-shore processing plants, their support
fishing vessels and the communities.

Requests for copies of the final rule should be addressed to
Rolland A. Schmitten, Northwest Regional Director; Natienal
Marine Fisheries Service, 7600 Sand Point way, N.E., BIN C15700,

\ Seattle, WA, 98115-0070; or Gary Matlock, Acting Southwest
Regional Director, National Marine Fisheries Saervice, 501 W,
Ocean Blvd., Suite 4200, Long Beach, CA 950802~4213.
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