AGENDA B-5
DECEMBER 1982

MEMORANDUM

TO: Council, SSC, and AP members
FROM: Jim H. Branson, Executive Director
DATE: November 30, 1982

SUBJECT: Joint Venture Operations

ACTION REQUIRED
A representative of the Westward Trawlers/Taiyo joint venture
will give a recap of their fall operations.

BACKGROUND

In 1982 ten companies participated in joint venture fisheries off Alaska and
caught 74,503 mt of groundfish in the Gulf of Alaska and 105,998 mt in the
Bering Sea/Aleutian Islands. This total of 180,501 mt is almost twice the
joint venture catch in 1981 and over five times the catch in 1980.

Summary tables of 1982 joint venture requests and catches to date are provided
under Agenda Item C-4 for Council review of permit applications for 1983.

Only three companies have operated since the Council's last update at the
September meeting. These recent operations are summarized below. Only the
Taiwanese joint venture is still operating. *

1. Marine Resources Company's Soviet Joint Venture

The yellowfin sole fishery in Bristol Bay used up to six processors and
nine U.S. trawlers to catch about 35,300 mt between April 17 and
September 22. The catch was about 83% flatfish and 17% cod.

The Atka mackerel fishery near Sequam Pass used one processor and up to
five U.S. trawlers to catch about 17,900 mt between May 12 and
September 28. The catch was about 75% Atka mackerel and miscellaneous
species put into fish meal, 249 cod, and less than 0.5% sablefish.

2. Westward Trawlers/Taiyo Fishery Company

Westward Trawlers' third operation for 1982 was in the Bering Sea and ran
from September 26 to November 10 using one processor and up to five U.S.
trawlers. A representative of the joint venture will recap their fall
operations.

3. Swiftsure/Chong Shing Ocean Enterprise

This Taiwanese joint venture began on November 19 in the Aleutians and
is expected to catch 400-500 mt, mainly Pacific cod and pollock, by
December 18-21, weather permitting.
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