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Port Access Route Study 
(PARS) 

Chukchi Sea, Bering Strait & Bering Sea 
 

Public Comment Ends 
03 June 2015 

 

 
For more information visit 

www.Regulations.gov 
Search for: “USCG-2014-0941” 
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Authority & Purpose of PARS 

 Title 33 United States Code, Section 1223(c) 
Authorizes the Commandant of the USCG to 
designate necessary fairways and traffic 
separation schemes (TSSs) to provide safe 
access routes for vessels proceeding to and 
from U.S. ports. 
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PARS Actions to Date 

• Nov 2010 – USCG began PARS of Bering Strait 
and solicited public comment on the need for 
a vessel routing system in the region. 

• Sep 2011 – PARS public comment period 
closed with 25 public submissions that 
overwhelming supported some form of vessel 
routing system but caution that specific 
impacts could not be determined until a vessel 
route was proposed. 
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PARS Actions to Date (cont.) 

• 2012 – 2014 – After reviewing public 
comments the USCG determined the scope of 
the PARS needed to be expanded and a 
proposed vessel route developed. 

• Dec 2014 – USCG re-announced the PARS with 
an expanded geographic scope and a 
proposed vessel routing system.  
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PARS Expanded Study Area 
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PARS Proposed Route 

• Unimak Pass to 
Chukchi Sea, 
w/extension towards 
St Lawrence Is. 

• 4 nm wide two-way 
vessel route 

• 8 nm circular 
precautionary areas 
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PARS Public Comment 

• The USCG welcomes input from the public. 

– Verbal comments from this meeting will be 
summarized and submitted to the docket for use 
in the decision making process. 

– Written comments will be submitted without 
change to the docket and used in the decision 
making process. 

• Public Comment Period closes 03 June 2015 
– www.Regulations.gov  then search “USCG-2014-0941” 
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Contact Information 

Seventeenth Coast Guard District:  
 

– CDR James Houck, (907) 463-2263 

• James.P.Houck@uscg.mil 
 

– Mr. David Seris, (907) 463-2267 

• David.M.Seris@uscg.mil 
 

– LT Kody Stitz, (907) 463-2270 

• Kody.J.Stitz@uscg.mil 
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