


CPT comments

Should different mortality rates be applied if different gears (non-trawl) are included?
Why has groundfish pot bycatch increased recently (increased observer coverage, 
warmer water creating fishery overlap?)?
What are the implications of the seasonality of groundfish fishing in relation to the 
size/sex of RKC bycatch (relative to mating and molting)?
Look at bycatch relative to TAC instead of ABC/OFL.
Evaluation of how bycatch is impacting the population.
PSC limits are based on effective spawning biomass but crab bycatch estimates are 
summed irrespective of crab life stage.
Should the metric (effective spawning biomass) and values of current thresholds be 

examined?
Compare with recently-developed EFH models.









SSC comments



Council motion (February 2017)

The Council requests the Crab Plan Team evaluate effects of total red 
king crab bycatch in the groundfish fisheries on MSST, OFL, ABC, and 
TAC and provide a summary of discussions during the next Crab Plan 
Team report to the Council. 



Total bycatch mortality as reported in assessment 
as proportion of current year MMB, MSST, OFL 
and ABC

Year % of B % of MSST % of OFL % of ABC % of TAC

2012/13 0.21% 0.46% 0.77% 0.85% 1.72%

2013/14 0.50% 1.06% 1.93% 2.14% 3.49%

2014/15 0.81% 1.70% 3.25% 3.61% 4.94%

2015/16 0.54% 1.16% 2.22% 2.47% 3.31%


