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Industry Perspectives:
Responding to the Crab Crises

Financial 
Relief

Flexible 
Management

Focused 
Research

Disaster relief funds to
• Harvesters
• Processors
• CDQ Groups
• Communities
• Research
Efforts to expedite

Sustainability Priority
• Don’t fish stocks down
• Consider new options
• Build in flexibility
• Modify current system
• Adjust as necessary
Expedite the approach

Prioritize Research Now
• Update priorities
• Projects to help now
• Build new support
• Collaborate more
• Stakeholder input
Do Urgent Research

BSFRF & 
Collaborators



Current Plans

• Existing data in order, shareable, working on co-publications/projects
• Updating existing research strategy, reprioritizing – shareable soon

• Immediate focus on win/spr BBRKC project – coming up fast
• Preparing for new supplemental funds – CDS, other, related plans

• Considerations for snow crab, what’s next for protections & 
conservation measures, further spatial work, NBS inclusion, etc.

• Bycatch focused work, both in directed crab fisheries and others, 
BREP projects may be expanding

• UFM work, BSFRF initiated a ‘scoping’ review based on data – we’d 
like to see this reviewed/updated more, working w/ Council/SSC



Winter-Spring BBRKC Research Charter, MARCH 2023

• Supported directly by NOAA/ADFG ($850k)
• Working directly with industry (BSFRF/others)
• Chartering two crab industry vessels
• Focused in BB core area for three objectives

1. Measure Win/Spr CPUE of BBRKC from pots
2. Place satellite tags at density centers
3. Conduct pot gear work to reduce discards

• Outcomes are expected to be useful soon
(this Fall for management consideration)

Current plans call for:
Placement of about 175 tags

Three pot gear types used
Approximately 1,000 – 1,200 pot lifts

No crab retention

preliminary core area
sampling coverage



➢ Seeking research funds



Upcoming Further Research Funds – Federal CDS
$2.75 million through Senator Murkowski’s efforts – for collaborative 
industry crab research with BSFRF with support and help from
Senator Sullivan, and WA Senator Murray and Senator Cantwell…
A huge THANK YOU to the Alaska and Washington Senators for their
support for additional research funds to help toward recovery for
Alaska crab stocks !



BSFRF Crab Research Update
Follow up Questions

Opilio conservation measures – spatial protections
• What’s next if anything is known yet?
• what’s plan for NBS inclusion?
• How can we help – industry is very interested

UFM continued work
• Going further on our scale/magnitude what’s next?
• SSC working group/who’s in/how can we help?

Following up with BSFRF Board contact w/ a few of you
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