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NOTE to persons providing oral or written testimony to the Council: Section 307(1)(I) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act prohibits any person “ to knowingly and willfully submit to a Council, the Secretary, or the
Governor of a State false information (including. but not limited to, false information regarding the capacity and extent to which a
United State fish processor. on an annual basis, will process a portion of the optimum yield of a fishery that will be harvested by
fishing vessels of the United States) regarding any matter that the Council, Secretary, or Governor is considering in the course of
carrying out this Act.
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MEMORANDUM
TO: .. Council, SSC and AP Members
e Ye
FROM: Chris OTiver

Executive Director
DATE: January 30, 2007

SUBJECT: Groundfish Workplan

ACTION REQUIRED
Review and adopt revised workplan

BACKGROUND

AGENDA C-1
FEBRUARY 2007

ESTIMATED TIME
2 HOURS

In 2004, the Council developed a workplan to bring groundfish management in line with its revised
management policy (adopted as part of the PSEIS). This workplan is reviewed by the Council at each meeting
as part of the staff tasking agenda item, and is posted on the Council’s website. In December 2006, the Council
revised the workplan, based on SSC comments and a staff report illustrating the Council’s progress on

implementing the workplan.

The workplan as amended is attached as Item C-1(a). An additional attachment, Item C-1(b), illustrates how
the revised workplan differs from the 2004 original. The Council’s action is to review and adopt the revised

workplan.
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DRAFT Revised Groundﬁ/sh Workplan
Prevent Overfishing //

a. continue to develop management strategies that gnsure sustainable yields of target species and
minimize impacts on populations of incidentally-¢aught species

b. evaluate effectiveness of setting ABC levels uging Tier 5 and 6 approaches

Preserve Food Web

a. encourage and participate in development of key ecosystem indicators

b. reconcile procedures to account for uncgrtainty and ecosystem considerations in establishing
harvest limits

c. develop pilot Fishery Ecosystem Pla

Manage Incidental Catch and Reducg Bycatch and Waste
a. explore incentive-based bycatch peduction programs in GOA fisheries
explore mortality rate-based appfoaches to setting PSC limits in GOA fisheries

develop statistically rigorous approaches to estimating bycatch in line with national initiatives
encourage research programs to evaluate population estimates for non-target species

develop appropriate biomass-based trigger limits and area closures for BSAl salmon bycatch
reduction, as information 7 comes available

© Qo T

Reduce and Avoid lmpactz( to Seabirds and Marine Mammals

a. continue to participate jn development of mitigation measures to protect SSLs including
participation in the FMP-level consultation under the ESA

b. monitor fur seal status and management issues, and convene committee as appropriate

Reduce and Avoid Impacts to Habitat

a. evaluate effectiveriess of existing closures
consider Bering Sea EFH mitigation measures
call for HAPC prepposals on 3-year cycle

request NMFS to develop and implement a research design on the effects of trawling in
previously untrawled areas

aoo

Promote Equitaple and Efficient Use of Fishery Resources
a. eliminate latent licenses in BSAl and GOA
b. consider sector allocations in GOA fisheries

Increase Alaska Native and Community Consultation
a. Develop a protocol or strategy for improving the Alaska Native and community consultation

b. Develop a method for systematic documentation of Alaska Native and community participation in
the deyelopment of management actions

Improve/Data Quality, Monitoring, and Enforcement

a. expand or modify observer coverage and sampling methods based on scientific data and
cofhpliance needs

b. dévelop programs for economic data collection that aggregate data

c. odify VMS to incorporate new technology and system providers
1/18/2007
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DRAFT Revised Groundfish Workplan

Y-

Hlustrates changes from existing workplan: additions in italics, deletions in strikeout

Gene.ra ! Rolated to Status
Priority Specific priority actions management [ Comments on revisions
(in no particular objective: {updated 1-18-07}
order)
Prevent a. |continue to participate-in-the development-efumping-
Overfishing and-splitting™eriteria management strategies that e
ensure sustainable yields of target species and 5 I e e o rewording of priority action
minimize impacts on populations of incidentally-caught S
lb. evaluate ST
. . . HESC presening response | revised priority action for rockfish reflects CIE
effectiveness of setting ABC levels using Tier 5 and 6 4 lunvesl 341 review's comments on rockfish harvest strategy
c. leet¥ACater<ABS T TV a 1 Tm‘ammaw by Couil | 'REMOVE: action comploted
Preserve a. |revisit caleulation 6-0Y caps S 4 . fescarch REMOVE: action completed
Food Web b. |encourage recommend-to-NOAA-Fisheres and
participate in the development and-implementation-of 10 eeasystem SAFE pres simplify wording; also, indicators may have broader
key ecosystem indicators-as-part-of stoek-assessment ecasyslem i utility than just stock assessment process
*"|Reconcile procedures to account for uncertainty and N - B
ecosystem considerations in establishing harvest 11 IDEA FOR NEW ACTION
<" develop pilot Fishery Ecosystem Plan T4 T intiod review schsduled for A T T IDEA FOR NEW ACTION
Manage a. ionalizati i 17 (32) ruchfish demanstiati REMOVE: moved to fishery resource section below,
Incidental | et o . also combined with bycatch action ¢’
Catch and 17 (32) partiatly |REMOVE: actions taken to assist in bycatch reductior
Reduce o - . - T R —— - . -
Bycatch and c. |explore incentive-based bycatch reduction programs in 15 rewording of priority action to combine with bycatch
action ‘a’ above
Waste - - - R B R —_— e —— G e e - -
d. :)géo;;?éogag%f:g:: ::: approaches to setting 20 rewordlng to focus on PSC limits in GOA fisheries
. |consider new management strategies to reduce B T - T e
incidental rockfish bycatch and discards 17 revised raniung systen @ no change proposed
develop statistically rigorous approaches to 14,19 IDEA FOR NEW ACTION
estimating bycatch in line with national initiatives | e o o
encourage research programs fo evaluate 16 IDEA FOR NEW ACTION
population estimates for non-target species | o B 1
| develop appropriate biomass-based trigger limits and |
area closures for BSAI salmon bycatch reduction, as Futic! roviow
information becomes available 14,15, 20 IDEA FOR NEW ACTION

200Z Menagay
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DRAFT Revised Groundfish Workplan
lilustrates changes from existing workplan: additions in italics, deletions in strikeout

General
e. . i . Related to Status
Priority Specific priority actions management e e Comments on revisions
(in no particular objective: (updated 1-18-07
order)
Reduce and |a. |continue to participate in development of mitigation
Avoid Impacts| [measures to protect SSL including development-of-an-
to Seabirds EiS-and participation in the FMP-level ESA-jeopardy- 23 rewording for increased accuracy
and Marine consultation process under the ESA
Mammals -- T T I T —— U T i
b. |recommend-to-NOAA-Fisheries-and-participate-in- if new BiOp and reevaluation of recovery plan are
reconcideration-of-SSk-critical-habitat 23 sufficient, r s If C il wants ideration
of CH, retain
< | monitor fur seal status and management issues, and | T T T
convene committee as appropriate 24,25 IDEA FOR NEW ACTION
Reduce and |a. |complete-EFH-action-as-scheduled
27 : acti leted
Avoid Impacts o B REMOVE: action complete:
i b. < te ; annroved in Aol i o
to Habitat 20 part of Council's msoarrh"z}rm . approved in Apri REMOVE: action completed
c.”|develop-and-adept definitions-of MPAsmarine- 30 g _— -:— ) T 'REMOVE: national committee is developing
;ese@ves—ete— ) i definitions
i lroviow e xisting. Siosure W S
ier—MPAs-under—e_stabhshed-emeﬁg___q___ REMOVE: m‘i"f"mp’efd
e. levaluate effectiveness of existing closures
no change proposed
* |consider Bering Sea EFH mitigation measures " IDEA FOR NEW ACTION
call for HAPC proposals on 3- -year cycle IDEA FOR NEW ACTION
» "[request NMFS to develop and implement a research T o ' -
design on the effects of trawling in previously IDEA FOR NEW ACTION
untrawled areas
Promote * leliminate latent licenses in BSAl and GOA
IEqui&ble and IDEA FOR NEW ACTION
OE:'I‘;;::‘; Use oo rsider sector allocafions in GOA fisheries } T
ry GISCHESION PAGa an 62 IDEA FOR NEW ACTION
Resources
Increase = |Develop a protocol or strategy for improving the
Alaska Native Alaska Native and community consultation process 37 IDEA FOR NEW ACTION
and e e e - e o= - — - — . e - _
J Communi * |Develop a methad for systemalic documentation of
m 'ty Alaska Native and community participation in the 37 IDEA FOR NEW ACTION
Consultation development of management actions
Improve Data |a. expand or modify observer coverage and sampling
Quality, | |methods based on scieniific data and compliance Jahadi | | fochange proposed
Monitoring b. |develop programs for economic data collection that
and aggregate data 40 no change proposed
Enforcement | | 4y VIS to incorporate new technology and system| . - -
providers a no change proposed

)
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February 2007

DRAFT Revised Groundfish Workplan - CORRECTION -

1. Prevent Overfishing
a. continue to develop management strategies that ensure sustainable yields of target species and
minimize impacts on populations of incidentally-caught species :
b. evaluate effectiveness of setting ABC levels using Tier 5 and 6 approaches L g {tfi[' »ﬁzh/ rde /‘M
cr camsiler spafated WW (o rockfols. ’ L\j
2. Preserve Food Web
a. encourage and participate in development of key ecosystem indicators
b. reconcile procedures to account for uncertainty and ecosystem considerations in establishing
harvest limits

c. develop pilot Fishery Ecosystem Plan

3. Manage Incidental Catch and Reduce Bycatch and Waste
a. explore incentive-based bycatch reduction programs in GOA fisheries
b. explore mortality rate-hased approaches to setting PSC limits in GOA fisheries

/ consider new management strategies to reduce incidental rockfish bycatch and discards
d. develop statistically rigorous approaches to estimating bycatch in line with national initiatives
e. encourage research programs to evaluate population estimates for non-target species

f. develop appropriate biomass-based trigger limits and area closures for BSAl salmon bycatch
reduction, as information becomes available

4. Reduce and Avoid Impacts to Seabirds and Marine Mammals ™
a. continue to participate in development of mitigation measures to protect SSLs including
participation in the FMP-level consultation under the ESA
b. monitor fur seal status and management issues, and convene committee as appropriate
5. Reduce and Avoid Impacts to Habitat
a. evaluate effectiveness of existing closures
b. consider Bering Sea EFH mitigation measures
c. call for HAPC proposals on 3-year cycle
d. request NMFS to develop and implement a research design on the effects of trawling in
previously untrawled areas
6. Promote Equitable and Efficient Use of Fishery Resources
a. eliminate latent licenses in BSAl and GOA
b. consider sector allocations in GOA fisheries
7. Increase Alaska Native and Community Consultation
a. Develop a protocol or strategy for improving the Alaska Native and community consultation
process
b. Develop a method for systematic documentation of Alaska Native and community participation in
the development of management actions

8. Improve Data Quality, Monitoring, and Enforcement

a. expand or modify observer coverage and sampling methods based on scientific data and
compliance needs

b. develop programs for economic data collection that aggregate data
c. modify VMS to incorporate new technology and system providers
2/7/2007



