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NOTE to persons providing oral or written testimony to the Council: Section 307(1)(I) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act prohibits any person * to knowingly and willfully submit to a Council, the Secretary, or the Governor of a State false
information (including, but not limited to, false information regarding the capacity and extent to which a United State fish processor, on an
annual basis, will process a portion of the optimum yield of a fishery that will be harvested by fishing vessels of the United States)
regarding any matter that the Council, Secretary, or Governor is considering in the course of carrying out this Act.
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DRAFT Proposed GOA OFL, ABC and TAC Recommendations {metric tons) for 2012-2013 from SSC/AP (9/29/11)

2011 final 8/20/2011 2012 final 2012 proposed AP rec 2013 proposed AP rec
Species Area OFL ABC TAC Catch OFL ABC TAC OFL ABC TAC OFL ABC TAC
Demersal shelf
rockfish SEO 479 300 300 72 479 300 300! 479 300 300 479 300 300
Thomyhead w 425 425 140 425 425 425 425 425 425
rockfish o3 637 637 267 637 637 637 637 637 637
E 708 708 131 708 708 708 708 708 708
Total 2,360 1,770 1,770 538 2,360 1,770 1,770 2,360 1,770 1,770 2,360 1,770 1.7Ei
Atka mackerel  GW 6,200 4,700 2,000 1,571 6,200 4,700 2000] 6,200 4,700 4,700 6,200 4,700 4,700]
Big skate w 598 588 44 598 598’ 598 588 588 598
[+ 2,049 2,049 1,373 2,049 2049, 2,049 2,049 2,049 2,049
E 681 681 94 - 681 681 681 681 681 661
Total 4,438 3,328 3,328 1,511 4,438 3.328 3328 4,438 3,328 3.328) 4438 3,328 3,328
Longnose skate W 81 81 22 81 81 81 81 81 81
[ 2,009 2,009 585 2,009 2,008} 2,009 2,009 2,009 2,009
E 762 762 56 762 762 762 762, 762 762
Total 3,803 2.852 2,852 663, 3.803 2,852 2,852 3.803 2,852 2,852 3.803 2,852 2,852
Other skates GW 2,791 2,083 2,093 612 2,791 2,093 2,093 2,791 2,093 2,083 2,791 2,003 2,093
Other species  GW _ _
Squids GW 1,530 1,148 1,148 223 1,530 1,148 1,148 1.530 1,148 1,148 1.530 1,148 1,148
Sharks GwW 8,263 6,197 6,197 368 8,263 6,197 6,197 8,263 6,197 6,197 8,263 6.197 6,197
Octopuses GW 12713 954 954 247 1.272 954 954 1,272 954 954 1.272 954
Sculpins GW 7.328 5.496 5,496 547 7,328 5,496 5496]  7.328 5,496 5, 496 5,496
[ Total GOA 723,930| 590,121 I 318, 288' 143435] 743 422I 603, 990| 335, 078' 743, 422] 603, 992] 584 442' 743,422' 603,990' 584,440'
Final 2011 and 2012 OFLs, ABCs, and TACs from final 2011-2012 harvest specifications

FortheNwemberPTmeemmmWsmmmmmfermepmposedzmz2013andwtd\ttmnghNovw\ber12 2011 will be included
Pacific cod catch in 2010 does not inchede catch from State managed fisheries.
2012 final amounts were used as a place holder for 2012-2013 OFLs and ABCs.



ATTACHMENT 2

DRAFT Proposed GOA OFL, ABC and TAC Recommendations (metric tons) for 2012-2013 from SSC/AP (9/29/11)

2011 final 812012011 2012 final 2012 proposed AP rec 2013 proposed AP rec
Species Area OFL ABC TAC Catch OFL ABC TAC OFL ABC TAC OFL ABC TAC
Poltock W(61) 27,031 27,031 8,560 34932 34932 34,932 34,932 34,932 34932
C(62) 37385 37365 27,864 48,203 48,293 48,293 48,293 48,203 48,293
C(63) 20,235 20,235 7.113 26,155 26,185 26,155 26,155 26,155 26,155
WYAK 2,339 2,339 2,273 3,024 024 3,024 3,024 3,024 3,024
Subtotal | 118030 86970 86,970  45810] 151,030 112404 112404] 151,030 112404 112404 151,030 112404 112,404
SEQ 2326 9,245 9,245 0] 12326 9,245 245 12,326 9,245 9,245 12,326 9,245 9,245
Total 130356 96215 96,215  45810] 163.356 121,649 121649] 163356 121648 121,649] 163,356 121,649 121,649
Pacific cod w 30,380 22,785 14,481 27370 20,528 27,370 20,528 27,3710 20,528
[ 63816 40,362 22,503 48,484 36362 48484 36,362 48484 36,362
E 2,604 1,953 667 2,348 1760 2,346 1,760 2,346 1,760
Total 102600 86,800 65,100 37,651] 92300 78,200 _ 58650] 92300 78,200 58650] 92,300 76,200 58650
Sabilefish w 1,620 1,620 1,206 1,484 1,484 1,484 1,484 1,484 1,484
[ 4,740 4,740 4,059 4,343 4,343 4,343 4,343 4343 4,343
WYK 1,990 1,990 1,633 1,818 1,818 1818 1,818 1818 1,818
SEQ 2,940 2,940 2,345 2,700 2,700 2,700 2,700 2,700 2,700
E subtoal 4,930 4,930 4,518 4,518 4,518 4518 4,518 4518
Total 13340 11,200 11,200 9243] 12232 10345 10345] 12232 10,345 10345 12232 10345 10,345
Shallow water W 23,681 4,500 324 23,681 4500 23681 23,681 23681 23681
flatfish [ 29,999 13,000 2,323 20,999 13000 20,999 20,999 20,809 20,999
WYAK 1,228 1,228 0 1,228 1228 1,228 1,228 1,228 1,228
SEO 1334 1334 1] 1.334 1334 1334 1,334 1,334 1,334
Total 67,768 56,242 20,062 2648] 67,768 56242  20062] 67.768 56242 56,242] 67,768 56,242 58,242
Deep water w 529 529 10 541 541 41 541 54 541
flatfish [ 2919 2919 335 3,004 3,004 3,004 3,004 3,004 3,004
WYAK 2,083 2,083 6 2,144 2,144 2,144 2,144 2,144 2,144
SEO 774 774 1 797 797 797 797 797 797
Total 7,823 6,305 6,305 352 8,046 6,486 6,486/ 8,046 6,486 6,486 8,046 6.486 8,486
Rex sole w 1,517 1,517 104 1,490 1,490 1,490 1450 1,490 1,490
[ 6,284 6,294 2,321 6,184 6,184 6,184 6,184 6,184 6,184
WYAK 868 868 1 853 853 853 853 853 853
SEOQ 886 886 0 869 869 869 869 869 869
Total 12,499 9,565 9,565 2,426] 12,279 9,396 9,306] 12,279 9,396 9,396 12,279 9,396 9,396
Arrowtooth w 34,317 8,000 1,183 33,975 8000 33975 33975 33,975 33975
flounder Cc 144559 30,000 15,423 143,119 30000 143,119 143,119 143,119 143,119
WYAK 22,551 2,500 144 22,327 2500 223271 22,327 22327 22,327
SEO 11,723 2,500 62 1608 2500 11,608 1,606 11,606 11,606
Total 251,068 213,150 43,000 16812 248576 211,027 43000 248,576 211.027 211027] 248576 211,027 211,027
Flathead sole W 17,442 2,000 324 7.960 2000| 17,960 7,960 7,960 7,960
C 28,104 5,000 1,758| 28,938 5000 28,938 28,938 28,938 28,938
WYAK 2,064 2,084 0 2,125 2125 2,125 2,125 2,125 2,126
SEO 1,523 523 _9 1,568 1568 1,568 1,568 1,568 1,568
Total 61412 49,133 10,587 2,082] 63202 50,591 10693] 63202 50591 60,591 63,202 50591 50,591
Pacificocean W 3221 2,738 2,798 1,809 3,068 2,665 2,665 3,068 2,665 2,665 3,088 2,685 2,665
perch Cc 11,948 10379 10,379 9007] 11379 9,884 9,884 11,379 9,884 9884 11379 9,884 9,884
WYAK 1,937 1,937 1,870 1,845 1,845/ 1,845 1,845 1,845 1,845
SEQ 883 1,883 0 793 1,793 1,793 1,783 1,793 793
_E (subtot: 4,397 3.820 3,820 4,188 3,638 3.638 4,188 ,638 3,638 4,188 3.638 3.638
Total 19,566 16997 16997 12686] 18635 16,187  16,187] 18,635 16,187 16,187 18635 16,187 16,187
w 2,573 2,573 1.734 446 2,445 446 2,446 2,446 2,446
Northern rockfish C 2,281 2,281 1,528} 2,168 2,168 2,168 2,168 2,168 2,168
E 0 0 0 Q 0 0 [+ 0 0
Total 5,784 4,854 4,854 3,262 5,488 4,614 4,614 5,498 4,614 4,614 5,488 4,614 4614
Shortraker w 134 134 78} 134 134 134 134 134 134
c 325 325 158 325 325 325 325 3256 325
E 455 455 208 456 455 455 455 455 455
Total 1,219 914 914 44 1,219 914 914 1,219 914 914 1,219 914 914
Cther slope w 212 212 273 212 212 224 224 224 224
rockfish [ 507 507 320 507 507, 566 566 566 566
WYAK 276 276 180 275 275 283 283 283 283
SEO 2,757 200 14 2,757 200 2,771 2,771 2,769 2,769
Total 4881 3,752 1,185 787 4,881 3,751 1,184/ 5,002 3,844 3,844 5,002 3,842 3,842|
Pelagic shelf w 611 611 363 570 570, 558 558 558 §58
rockfish [ 3,052 3,052 1,963 2,850 2,850 2,791 2,791 2,791 2,791
WYAK 407 407 58 380 380 372 372 372 372
SEO 684 684 1 638 638 626 626 626 626
Total 5,570 4,754 4,754 2,385 5,387 4,438 4,438 5,266 4,347 4,347 5,266 4,347 4,47
|Rougheye w 81 81 26 81 81 81 81 81 81
(o] 868 868 k23] 868 868 868 868 868 868
E 363 363 128 363 363 363 363 363 363
Total 1,579 1,312 1,312 495 1,579 1,312 1,312 1,579 1.312 1,312 1,579 1312 1,312
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NOAA releases results of 2011 Berina Sea Groundfish Survev
How much fish and crab can be sustainablv cauaht by fishers in the Bering Sea next vear?

The annual process to set total allowable catch levels for various groundfish and crab species in
the Berina Sea tock a bia step forward this week. when NOAA scientists from the Alaska
Fisheries Science Center completed calculating the initial biomass estimates from the 2011
eastern Bering Sea survey.

Groundfish and crab scientists from the AFSC completed the 30th in a series of standardized
annual bottom trawl surveys of the eastemn Bering Sea continental shelf this past summer
aboard the chartered fishing vessels Aldebaran and Alaska Knight. The vessels bottom trawled
at 376 stations over a survey area of 144.600 square nautical miles. finishing the survev August
4, 2011. The science crew processed and recorded the catch from each trawl catch by
identifving. sorting. and weighing all the different crab and aroundfish species and then
measuring samples of each species.

At the conclusion of the survey, scientists carefully validated the data collected on fishing effort,
catch rates. and biological characteristics of the fish populations (size distribution. age. growth
rates, diet, etc.) in preparation to generate fishery-independent estimates of geographic and
depth distribution. abundance. and population size and age composition of the various species.
Supplementary biological and oceanographic data collected on the bottom trawl survey will
improve understanding of life historyv of the groundfish and crab species and the ecological and
physical factors affecting their distribution and abundance

Trends in the annual estimates of bottom trawl survey biomass for selected groundfish species
on the eastern Bering Sea shelf from 1987 to 2011 are shown in Figure 1. The biomass
estimates from the 2011 bottom trawl survey for these selected species are:

Walleye pollock: 3.11 million metric tons
Rock sole: 1.98 million metric tons

Alaska plaice: 520 thousand metric tons
Greenland turbot: 26.2 thousand metric tons
Pacific cod: 911 thousand metric tons
Yellowfin sole: 2.40 million metric tons

Compared to 2010, there were slight decreases in the survey biomass of walleye pollock and
rock sole, and slight increases in the survey biomass for the other four species (Fig. 1).

Scientists also found that the mean bottom temperatures on the eastern Bering Sea shelf were
generally higher in 2011 compared to 2010, and the cold pool (< 2°C) during the late spring and
early summer sampling periocd was significantly reduced in size (Fig. 2).



The North Pacific Fishery Management Council's Groundfish Plan Team will begin their review
and incorporation of the survey data in the scientific stock assessments at their November 14-
18, 2001 meeting, and will provide reports to the Council's Scientific and Statistical Committee.
The SSC will recommend acceptable biological catch for the different species at the December
Council meeting in Anchorage. The Council's Advisory Panel will then recommend a total
allowabtle catch for each of the species. Following the committee reports, the Council will
consider committee recommendations and public testimony before recommending a total
allowable catch for the various groundfish species in 2012.

The 2011 eastern Bering Sea survey results for crab are currently being reviewed by the
NPFMC Crab Plan Team at their meeting at the Alaska Fisheries Science Center, September
19-22 (http://www.fakr.noaa.gov/npfmc/public-meetings/committees-related-meetings.htmt ).

NOAA'’s mission is to understand and predict changes in the Earth's environment, from the depths of the
ocean to the surface of the sun, and to conserve and manage our coastal and marine resources. Join us
on Facebook , Twitter and our other social media channels. To leam more about NOAA Fisheries in

Alaska, visit hitp-//alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/ or www.afsc.noaa.gov.
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Figure 1. -- Time series (1987-2011) of estimated bottom trawl survey biomass for six eastern Bering Sea
shelf groundfish species. Bars on data points are the standard errors for point estimates.
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Figure 2. -- Map comparing mean bottom temperatures from the 2010 and 2011 castern Bering Sea shelf bottom trawl survey.





