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DATE: November 28, 2011 

SUBJECT: Final GOA Groundfish Specifications for 2012 and 2013 

ACTION REQUIRED 

Review and approve GOA SAFE report (including Ecosystem and Economic SAFEs) and approve final 
GOA Harvest Specifications for 2012-2013 including: 

1. Acceptable Biological Catch (ABC), and annual Total Allowable Catch (TAC). 
2. TAC considerations for the State Pacific cod fishery. 
3. Prohibited Species Catch Limits 

BACKGROUND 

At this meeting, the Council makes final recommendations on groundfish and bycatch specifications as 
listed above to manage the 2012 and 2013 Gulf of Alaska (GOA) groundfish fisheries. 

GOA SAFE Document 
The groundfish Plan Teams met in Seattle November 14-18, 2011 to prepare the final SAFE reports and 
to review the status of groundfish stocks. The GOA SAFE report forms the basis for the recommended 
GOA groundfish specifications for the 2012 and 2013 fishing years. Note that there are three volumes to 
the SAFE report: a stock assessment volume, a fishery evaluation volume ( 11economic SAFE"), and an 
ecosystems considerations volume. The introduction to the GOA SAFE report was mailed to the Council 
and Advisory Panel in late November 2011. The full GOA SAFE report, the economic SAFE report and 
the ecosystem considerations volume were mailed to the SSC. The GOA Plan Team minutes are attached 
as Item C-3(a)(l). The Joint Plan Team minutes are attached as Item C-3(a)(2). An overview of the 
GOA SAFE report and ecosystem considerations volume will be provided to you at the meeting. 

Two year OFL and ABC Determinations 
Amendment 48/48 to the GOA and BSAI Groundfish FMPs, implemented in 2005, removed the 
requirement for annual assessments of rockfishes, flatfish, and Atka mackerel since new survey data were 
unavailable in alternating years. Full assessments were provided in 2011 to coincide with new survey 
data available from the 2011 GOA trawl and longline surveys. 

This amendment also requires proposed and final specifications for a minimum of two years thus ABC 
and OFL levels are provided for 2012 and 2013. In the case of stocks managed under Tier 3, 2012 and 
2013 ABC and OFL projections are typically based on the output for Scenarios 1 or 2 from the standard 
projection model using assumed (best estimates) of actual catch levels. For stocks managed under Tiers 4 
and S the latest survey data (2011) was used. Tier 6 stocks may have alternatives based on updated catch 
information. 

The 2013 ABC and OFL values recommended in next year's SAFE report are likely to differ from this 
year's projections for 2013 because data from 2013 surveys are anticipated and a re-evaluation on the 
status of stocks will improve on the current available information for recommendations. 






