AGENDA C-5

OCTOBER 2001
MEMORANDUM
TO: Council, SSC and AP Members
ESTIMATED TIME
FROM: Clarence G. Pautzke 2 HOURS
Executive Director
DATE: September 20, 2001

SUBJECT: Draft Programmatic Groundfish SEIS

ACTION REQUIRED
Receive status report and identify possible preferred alternative.

BACKGROUND

The Council provided comments to NMFS on the draft Alaska Groundfish Fisheries Programmatic SEIS in
June. The public comment period closed on July 26, 2001, with more than 22,000 comment letters received
by mail or FAX. Since then, the SEIS Team has been conducting a synthesis of all substantive comments
contained in those letters. NMFS will carefully consider all of the comments and make a determination on
what changes need to be made to the draft prior to issuing a final SEIS based on its review.

Steve Davis, SEIS Team Leader, will provide the Council with a status report on the team’s progress to-date;
areview of the comment synthesis process; and provide an overview of the most substantive issues raised
by the public concerning the draft SEIS. Recommendations to the Council concerning the next steps to be
taken on this project may be available. The Council will consider identifying a possible preferred altemative
based on those analyzed in the SEIS.

FACOUNCILXMEETINGS\2001\Oct\A ction\C5Memo10-01.wpd



AGENDA ITEM C-5

Draft Programmatic SEIS

October 2001

Steven K. Davis
NMFS
Anchorage, AK



ALASKA .
GROUNDFISH
FISHERIES

Draft Progtammatic Supplemental

Environmental Impact Statement ,_
STATUS REPORT
October 2001

Pubhc Comment Perlod

T | Comment peuod began onJ anuary ?6 2001
_ and ended on July 25,2001 :

| ﬁ 21 294 lettels were 1ece1ved by AKR

- = Of the comments 1ece1ved

— 20, 895 Wexe form [etters
=329 were pe1 sonahzed letters

=170 people ol ov1ded oral testnnony (from public
. hearings. and statew1de teleconfelence)




Steps for Comment Rev1ew and .
Synthe31s -

All letters_ and te‘st_lmony were glyeﬁ_ unique [ D#

8 All were anaiyzed' for.démog_raphic-i11_f01‘1nati_0n
and content : - :

® All letters and testimony were 1eV1ewed and each

substantive comment was given a unique
comment [D#

® The 21,294 letters generated 6,289 substantive
comments

. Comment' .Trackmg and Clenorh
- Strate y -

- l AIl substantlve comments were ente1ed mto b
= COlTlpl ehensive database fcn traclqng and synthesm?"f

l These comments wele coded by issue cateoones -

— Flequently a comment was assoc1ated w1th muitIple :
issue categories :

= l F 01'ty-two issue categ01 les wele used to 01ganize
: the pubhc comments ; B




Issue category identification
= Examples of the issue categories mclude
» Native Alaskan concerns'
» Ecosystem-based mahagement:
~» Economic and socio-economic en"ects
» Gear effects on habitat
» Range of Alternatives
» Data Quality/Uncertainty
» Limits (TAC/MSY/PSC)
» Marine Protected Areas
» Ecosystem Health/Biodiversity Concerns
» General/Editorial
» NEPA Compliance
» Coastal Community Concerns
» Decision-Making Process

- H 21,294 Total Letters
. Received ~ personalized = W | oral Testimony
i Letters.if - oW 0 033% ¢
1,55% S R

A FormLettars
98.13%




_moﬁd [etters

. m 20,895 wo:,: letters Roo::wa in Sﬂm_

w17 %mog ent form _o:ﬂ.m versions

b 10 form letters types o:quﬁoa from
different environmental gr oups n ationwide

® 7 form letter types originated from fishing
industry and fishing ooEE:EQ groups

?&ro Oogs.ﬁam

__ l wc@:o OoEEmEm were 58:8& from m: 510)
. mﬁmﬁom as éo: as imm:_smﬁom U G, m:g

ooE,E ﬁm

m The top m<o US states to E&E: comments
~ were (respectively): Alaska, Om:moEE |
imm:_smﬁo? Oregon and N
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- TopIssues AKand Pamﬁc NW

m Total 1111mbe1 of substantlve comments: :
= Total: 6298 £
- Alaska 2838
»4 Pauﬁc Northwest )

I Issues which made the Top 10 list f01 both areas;
» Econo:mc and Socioeconomic: Impacts:

» Alternative issues (scopehanaea’spec:f ic: deas)
» Data Quality and Uncer tainty Issues
» Limits (TAC/MSY/PSC). :

> General/Editorial/Docu:11éﬁt_.Meﬁnagmnem




Number of Comments

. Toplssues
by Number of Substantive Comments
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MaJ or concerns result

pubhc comments ry;: -

= The document should be restr uctmed in a way to

assess the effects of one or more ecosystem based'

 alter natives.

® The SEIS and the 2000 BlOp have conﬂzctmg-:?f
objectlves assumptions, and terms.

® The SEIS public process did not adequately _
include Native Alaskans and tribal govemments.

. Greater consideration and emphasis should be

given to Traditional Ecologlcal Knowledge

Coastal
Communities




n The SEIS shou]d mclude a gleatei
dlscussmn of uncertainty and 1ecomme11d a
. research and monitoring plan

i -:z_';i' Recent data needs to be i 1nc01p01 ated into

the SEIS including:
M 2000-2001 Steller sea lion research

® Recommended changes to the Observer
program

® New information regarding implementation of
the American Fisheries Act

L _' The 1ank1n g system f01 the magmtude .and

~ significance of effects appea1s aibltzaly and 5
~ should be revisited .

| ' MSY—based management should be more _
' fully evaluated with alternative managemenf :
 strategies developed -

™ The impacts of altematlves on subsmtence

~ useof resources were not adequately
. addressed . |
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STEPS IN THE NEPA-EIS PROCESS

Federal Notice of Intent (NOI) to
Prepare Programmatic SEIS
October 1, 1999

Scoping
Scoping Period October | - December 15, 1999
Scoping Report Issued - March 27, 2000

Draft SEIS Issued

Draft EIS is published and made
available for a 150-day public review
January 26 - July 25, 2001

YOU ARE HERE

iy

Public Comment Review and Synthesis
Ongoing

Legal / Policy Decisions Made
Concerning Next Step

®
OPTION A OPTION B
Respond to Respond to
Comments / Revise Comments / Revise

SEIS

Draft SEIS

|

Council / NMFS
Select Preferred
Alternative

Council / NMFS
Select Preferred
Alternative

Issue Final SEIS
Available for minimum
30-day public review

Issue Second Draft SEIS
Available for minimum
45-day public review

Repeat and follow steps
4,5, 6a to 8a

Record of Decision
Public statements of agency decisions




