U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

- National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
National Marine Fisheries Service
F. 0. Box 1668, Juneau, Alaska 99802
Date :February 3, 1978 Reply to Attn. of: FAK/VRV

To  :Acting Assistant Administrator for Fisheries
Attny F35 s

From “Haprry Lﬁ?a1e , é;k
Director, Alaska Region

Subject: Monthly summary of foreign fishing activities off Alaska, January, 1978

Attached is a summary of foreign fishing activities off Alaska for the
above period.

Attachment

cc w/copy of summary:

Associate Director for Resource Management, NMFS, Washington, D. C.
Mr. Carl Price, Department of State, Washington, D. C.

Director, Southwest Region, NMFS, Terminal Island, Ca.

Special Agent in Charge, Law Enforcement Division, NMFS, Seattle, Wa.
Director, Kodiak Investigations, NWFC, Kodiak, Ak.

Director, Auke Bay Fisheries Laboratory, Auke Bay, Ak.

Senior Resident Agent, Law Enforcement Branch, NMFS, Kodiik, Ak.
Senior Resident Agent, Law Enforcement Branch, NMFS, Anclrage, Ak.

Following provided copy of summary only:

Director of International Fisheries, Office of the Governor, Juneau, AK.

Commissioner, Alaska Department of Fish & Game, Juneau, Ak.

Director, California Department of Fish & Game, Sacramento, Ca.

Director, Oregon Fish Commission, Portland, Or.

Director, Washington Department of Fisheries, Olympia, Wa.

Director of Investigations, IPHC, Seattle, Wa.

Secretary, U.S. Section, INPFC, Seattle, Wa.

Executive Director, Pacific Marine Fisheries Commission, Portland, Or.

Executive Director, INPFC, Vancouver, B. C., Canada

Head, Marine Advisory Program, Newport, Or.

Commander (QIL), 17th Coast Guard District, Juneau, Ak.

Commercial Fisheries Division, ADF&G, Dillingham, Ak.

Commercial Fisheries Division, ADF&G, King Salmon, Ak.

Regional Supervisor, Commercial Fisheries Division, ADF&G, Kodiak, Ak.

Marine Service Met., National Weather Service, Anchorage, Ak.

F17, Kenneth Sherman, Chief, Resource Assessment Division

F4, Assistant Director for International Fisheries

Alaska Department of Fish and Game, Div. of Commercial Fisheries,
Anchorage, Ak.
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Ocsanir and Atmospheric Administration

NATIONAL MARINt FISHERIES SERVICE
P. 0. BOX 1668 - JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801

MONTHLY SUMMARY OF
FOREIGN FISHING ACTIVITIES OFF ALASKA
JANUARY 1978

A total of 128 individual foreign fishing and associated support ships
(88 Japanese, 39 Soviet, and 1 South Korean) engaged ¢ fisheries off
Alaska in January. This is an increase of one over the previous month
and a decrease of 28 from January 1977.

SOVIET ACTIVITIES

The 39 individual Soviet vessels included 33 stern trawlers, 4 refrigerated
transports, 1 tanker, and 1 patrol vessel. This is one vessel more than
last month and a decrease of 54 from January 1977.

POLLOCK FISHERY

The Soviet effort for pollock continued in the Bering “ea, with an
incidental herring catch. In the central Bering Sea zJ stern trawlers
fished throughout the month along the 100-fathom edge, supported by four
refrigerated transports, one tanker, and one patrol vessel. One stern
trawler fished in the eastern Bering Sea north of Unimak Pass.

GROUNDFISH TRAWL FISHERY

During the second week in January, the Soviet effort for groundfish
resumed in the Gulf of Alaska and in the Aleutians. Five stern trawlers
operated along the 100-fathom edge from Albatross Bank south of Kodiak
to south of the Shumagins. One stern trawler fished along the Aleutians
from south of Unimak Pass to Amukta Pass. These vesse's have been
taking primarily pollock and Atka mackerel.

JAPANESE ACTIVITIES

The 88 individual Japanese vessels operating off the Alaska coast in
January included 59 medium stern trawlers, 11 large stern trawlers, 6
pair trawlers, 4 longliners, 4 refrigerated transports, 2 cargo vessels,
1 factory ship, and 1 tanker. This is an increase of nine over last
month and an increase of 25 over January 1977.

GROUNDFISH TRAWL FISHERY

In January, the Japanese effort for groundfish was ag: 'n divided between
the Gulf of Alaska, the Aleutian Islands, and the Bering Sea.



-2-

In the Gulf of Alaska six trawlers fished along the Continental Shelf
edge from Portlock Bank off Kodiak to the Shumagins. One stern trawler
operated on the southeast grounds.

Nine stern trawlers operated in the eastern Bering Sea along the 100-
fathom edge south of the Pribilofs. These vessels were supported by two
refrigerated transports, one cargo vessel, and one tanker. In the

central Bering Sea, 33 stern trawlers fished primarily for pollock, but

also took an incidental catch of herring. They were s\ ported by two
refrigerated transports and one cargo.

During the last week of January, 20 stern trawlers began operations in
the western Aleutians. By the end of January their efforts had shifted to the
central Bering Sea.

SABLEFISH FISHERY

Throughout January, three longline vessels fished for sablefish in the Gulf
of Alaska from the Yakutat grounds to Portlock Bank. One longline vessel
began fishing in the eastern Aleutians during the last week of January.

FLOUNDER FISHERY

A factory ship fleet, consisting of one factory/mothership, one stern trawler,
and six pair trawlers, continued its effort for flounder in the Bering Sea’
south of the Pribilofs until the second week of January, when it departed the
Alaska area.

SOUTH KOREAN ACTIVITIES

During the last week of January, one South Korean stern trawler began fishing
for groundfish along the eastern Aleutian Islands.
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NMFS
LAWY ENFORCEMENT
JUNEAU, ALASKA

Bering Sea - Aleutian Islands

January 1977 1978
955 JA 971 JA

1701 UR 649 UR

2 KS

2656 AN 1622 AN

% Change

+ 02

FOREIGN FISHING VESSEL EFFORT OFF ALASKA
AMOUNT OF VESSEL DAYS IN MAJOR AREAS
JANUARY-DECEMBER 1977-1978

Gulf of Alaska

1977 1978 % Change
532 JA 189 JA - 65
266 UR 67 UR - 75
7w - 100
05 AN 256 AN - 68

JA
UR

TW
AN

(?7&

Total

1977 1978

1487 JA 1160

1967 UR 716
2

7 TW
3461 AN 1878

JA
UR

KS

AN

JAPAN - JA
SOVIET - UR
S.KOREAN - KS
TAIWAN - TW
POLAND - PL
MEXICO - MX

ALL NATIONS - AN

% Change
- 22 JA

- 64 UR

+ 100 KS
- 100 TW
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ENFORCEMENT ACTION TAKEN FOR INFRACTIONS
OF FCMA REGULATIONS OFF ALASKA
1/1/78 thru 2/17/78

Report of

Citations Violations
Japan 7 o
USSR 7 s
Taiwan 1 -

Table reflects number of actions taken for non-compliance of
Regulations, not number of vessels.

Prepared by:

NMFS Law Enforcement
Juneau, Alaska
February 17, 1978





