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AGENDA D-1
MAY 1983

MEMORANDUM

TO: Council, SSC and AP members

FROM: Jim H. Branson W

Executive Director
DATE: May 13, 1983

SUBJECT: Salmon FMP

ACTION REQUIRED

No action required; review status of fishery; proposed U.S./
Canada treaty.

BACKGROUND

The winter troll catch from October 1 - April 14, 1983, exceeded 30,000 kings.
This large catch means the summer season will be shortened so that the total
catch does not exceed 255,500 kings. The projected season is as follows:

May 15 - June 8 open, all species but coho

June 9 - June 30 CLOSED

July 1 - Aug. 14 open, all species

August 15-24 CLOSED, all species (for coho mgt.)
Aug. 25 - Sept. 20 open, all species

If the catch rate remains high, additional closures of either the entire
fishery or specific areas are anticipated. The 1983 Alaska troll management
plan and regulatory guide by ADF&G are provided as D-1(a) and (b).

The proposed salmon treaty with Canada has been discussed by State Department,
Canadian, and Alaskan officials to determine if it can be salvaged. We don't
expect the issues to be resolved prior to the Council meeting. An oral update
will be presented.
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AGENDA D-1(a)
MAY 1983

‘1983 SCUTHEAST ALASKA-YAKUTAT TROLL FISHERIES

MANAGEMENT PLAN

Alaska Department of Fish gnd Game
Division of Commercial Fisheries
Southeast Region

This plan provides an overview of the approach that will be
employed to manage the 1983 Southeast Alaska commercial troll
salmon fishery. The management approach may need to be
refined during the season as information becomes available,
however, the current plan should prove valuable for pre-
season planning by fishermen and processors.

Management System

The commercial troll fishery in Southeast Alaska occurs in
waters under both State and Federal jurisdictions, east of
the longitude of Cape Suckling. All other waters of Alaska
including the Fisheries Conservation Zone (FCZ) west of Cape
Suckling are closed to commercial trolling.

The same stocks of salmon are often harvested in both State
and Federal waters. Often times an individual troller will
fish in both areas on the same day. A cooperative approach
is essential for good management of the Alaska troll fishery.

The Alaska Board of Fisheries promulgates State fishing
regulations while the Secretary of Commerce is the Federal
counterpart for regulatlng fishing act1v1t1es in the FCZ.

The Board of Fisheries ‘and the North Pac1f1c Flshery
Management Council meet jointly to insure that compatible

management measures are employed to the greatest extent
possible.

Management of all of Alaska's commercial fisheries is based
on policies and regulations promulgated by the Board of
Fisheries. The authority to issue in-season emergency orders
to adjust fishing seasons and areas is delegated through the
Conmissioner of the Alaska Department of Fish and Game
(ADF&G) to Department fisheries management biologists. This
provides the necessary flexibility to regulate fisheries in
response to resource availability. A similar approach exists
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in the Federal management system and the National Marine
Fisheries Service has the authority to institute in-season
regulatory changes.

The wide spread and complicated nature of ‘the troll fishery
necessitates a closely coordinated management program.
Management of the troll fishery is accomplished through a
team approach led by the Southeast Regional Finfish
Coordinator; and including a Region Troll Fishery Management
Biologist, five Area Management Biologists and a Regional
Biometrician. The names and work locations of people to
contact concerning commercial troll fishery management are
listed at the end of this management plan. ‘

Salmon Stocks

The commercial troll fishery harvests primarily chinook and
coho salmon stocks. Other species of salmon harvested by
trollers are normally considered incidental to the taking of
the two primary target species and will not be addressed in
this plan. The troll fishery normally accounts for over 90%
of the chinook salmon and 50-75% of the coho salmon taken in
the Southeast Alaska commercial fisheries.

Native chinook and coho salmon stocks occur throughout
Southeast Alaska. Chinook salmon stocks spawn primarily in
the large mainland rivers and their tributaries, the most
important of which are the Alsek, Taku, Stikine, Unuk and
Chickamin Rivers. Approximately 28 other rivers in Southeast
Alaska are known to produce runs of chinook salmon. The
Stocks are all "spring type" in that they enter the spawning
streams during the spring and early summer months.

Current information indicates that a majority of the chinook
harvested in the Alaska troll fishery are produced from
spawning streams and hatcheries in Canada and the Pacific
Northwest. Several age classes of mature spawners and
immature chinook salmon are harvested by trollers during any
one fishing season.

Coho salmon occur in most of the 2,000 streams in Southeast
Alaska which host anadromous fish, and spawn during the fall
and early winter months. Most of the coho harvested by
trollers are of Alaskan origin, are mostly of a single age
class, and are caught in the year of spawning.

Southeast Alaska chinook and coho salmon stocks are depressed
from historical production levels. Chinook salmon stocks
are, additionally, depressed coastwide. Annual commercial

-

A





catches in recent years by all Southeast Alaska gear types
have often exceeded 300,000 chinook and 1,000,000 coho
salmon. These harvests, though substantial, are considerably
lower than levels produced between 1930 and 1950.

Chinook Salmon Manpagement ™

The rebuilding of Southeast Alaska chinook and coho salmon
stocks or even maintaining current production levels will
require new management and regulatory approaches. The long
term management approach for Southeast Alaska chinook salmon
includes a 15 stock year rebuilding program. The long term
approach is being taken to lessen the immediate socio-
economic impact on the trolling industry.

While annual chinook spawning escapements to the Southeast
Alaskan systems have generally remained below minimum desired
levels, significant improvements have occured in the Taku,
Stikine River and Behm Canal drainages since 1980 largely as
a result of spring trolling closures and extensive terminal
area, troll, net and sport fishery restrictions,

Spring Trolling Closure

The major management measure to benefit local natural chinook
salmon stocks will be the continuation of the overall spring
trolling closure from April 15 to May 14 and terminal area
closures in effect during the 1982 season. In addition to
these closures the opening of the summer troll season in
section 14-C (eastern Icy Strait) and the adjoining waters of
District 12, south of the latitude of Point Couverden and

north of the latitude of Point Hepburn will be delayed until
June 1.

These closures correspond to the time period when a majority
of the mature chinook spawners of local origin would be
available to the troll fishery. Therefore, the closures
should allow increased numbers of mature chinook to move into
spawning streams or inside terminal areas where current fish-
ing regulations provide a high degree of protection.

The delayed opening for section 14-C and adjacent waters of
District 12 is designed to provide additional protection for
mature spawning run chinook salmon returning to the Taku
River drainage. Returns to this system are expected to be
reduced from the 1981 and 1982 levels as indicated by the low
numbers of jack salmon that were observed on the spawning
grounds in 1981 and 1982. The decrease in Taku River chinook
salmon abundance expected for the 1983 season is result of
increased freshwater mortazlities experienced by the 1977 and





1978 broods which were adversely affected by a landslide
which blocked one of the major tributaries of the Taku River
in the winter of 1978-79.

Guideline Harvest Level

The Alaska Board of Fisheries has authorized a chinook salmon
guideline harvest level of 255,500 fish for the 1983 season.
The guideline harvest level includes the harveéest of chinook
salmon by all commercial gear types. As specified by the
Alaska Board of Fisheries the established 1983 guideline
harvest range will include those chinook salmon harvested
since the opening of the winter trolling season (October 1,
1982) through the scheduled closure of the summer trolling
season in September 20, 1983. When adopting the 255,500
guideline harvest level for chinook salmon, the Board incorp-
orated the following wording into the Southeastern Alaska-
Yakutat Chinook and Coho Salmon Troll Fisheries Management
Plan (5AAC 33.365.(b) (8):

Upon agreement between the United States and
Canada on a provisional salmon management plan
that embodies the concerns and management
philosophies contained in the Treaty Between
the Government of Canada and the Government of
the United States of America Concerning
Pacific Salmon (Negotiator's Draft of December
1982) or any amendments to that treaty and
implementation of that plan by all fisheries.
management agencies affected by the treaty, to
limit the total commercial king salmon harvest
by all gear types in the Southeastern Alaska
and Yakutat areas to a guideline harvest range
of 243,000 to 272,000 with a management
objective of 255,500 fish.

Chinook salmon catches by Southeast Alaska net fisheries are
nearly all taken incidental to the harvest of other target
species. A majority of this incidental catch of chinook
salmon occurs during July and August. For the purposes of
developing this management plan a 20,000 net catch will be
used as a pre-season estimate, this being the approximate
1975-81 average catch. Estimate of the net fishery chinook

catch will be updated in-season based on actual observed
catch rates.





Assuming an all commercial gear chinook salmon catch ceiling
of 255,500 fish and allowing for an expected incidental net
catch of approximately 20,000 fish, a pre-season target
ceiling of 235,500 chinook salmon would be available for the
troll fishery.

Summer Troll Fishing Season Harvest

For the purposes of developing this management plan, an
additional allowance must be made for the catch of chinook
salmon during the winter troll fishing period from October 1,
1982 through April 14, 1983 to arrive at an estimate for the
allowable catch for the summer trolling season. Chinook
salmon landings during the winter troll season are expected
to be above average. An initial estimate of 25,000 chinook
salmon will be used, an updated estimate will be available
prior to the opening of the summer trolling season. By
subtracting this from the estimated troll harvest ceiling of
235,500 fish a summer troll harvest of 210,500 fish would

be available for the 1983 season. At the time of preparation
of this management plan it is apparent that the landings of
chinook salmon in the winter troll fishery will exceed 25,000
fish by an unknown amount (possibly as high as 10,000 fish).
Any adjustments needed to account for the final winter troll

catch will be accomplished during the July to September time
period.

in-Season Management of the Chinook Salmon Summer Troll
Eishery

The troll fishery targets almost exclusively on chinocok sal-
mon during the winter and summer fishing seasons until
approximately July and both coho and chinook salmon during
July, August and September. The relative degree to which
fishermen target on coho and/or chinook salmon during this
period depends on the relative abundance and price of the two
species, factors which vary within a season and from year to
year. -

A major management objective for the Southeast Alaska troll
fishery is to prevent the need for chinook salmon only
closures during the major portion of the coho salmon fishery
(July through early September). Chinook salmon only closures
result in undesirable hook and release mortalities

of mature chinook salmon, hoocked incidentally by the fleet
while targeting on coho salmon.

Pre-season chinook salmon harvest expectations are that a
open troll fishery durirg the entire summer season would
result in a harvest significantly in excess of the





established guideline harvest level of 255,500 chinook salmon
by all commercial gear types. To avoid chinocok salmon only
closures during the 1983 coho salmon trolling season some
adjustments of the troll fishery season will need to be
accomplished prior to July, when coho salmon become the
dominant target species for many trollers.

The extent of any needed closure during the targeted early
summer chinook salmon trolling season (May 15 to early July)
will be based on the anticipated chinook salmon catch needed
for July, August and early September, to prevent chinook
salmon only closures during the period coho salmon dominate the
summer salmon troll fishery. From 1970 to 1980, a period for
which no chinook salmon only closures were in place, the
troll catch of chinook salmon averaged approximately 142,000
fish for the period July 1 through September 20. By allowing
for a catch of approximately 20,000 chinook salmon to account
for the anticipated mid coho season troll closure (discussed
later) the estimated 1983 catch of chinook salmon for the
period July to September 20 is 122,000 fish. This would
allow for an estimated early summer season troll catch of
approximately 88,500 fish of the total summer season troll
catch ceiling of 210,500 fish.

The average daily catch rate for chinook salmon during the
initial open periods of the 1981 (May 15 - June 25) and 1982
(May 15 - June 6) summer trolling season was approximately
3,520 fish per day. By using this average daily catch rate
as a pre-season estimate of the 1983 chinook salmon catch
rates it would take approximately 25 open fishing days to
obtain a catch of 88,500 chinook salmon.

Based on the above average catch trends the initial open
summer trolling period would be from May 15 through June 8.
Following the closure on June 9, the actual period catch
would be tabulated and. combined with the realized winter
season chinook salmon catch to determine the catch remaining
for the continuation of the summer trolling season through
September 20. The observed chinook salmon catch rates would
be used to determine the recpening date which is anticipated
to be approximately July 1. A outline of the information

upgn which this management approach is based is presented in
Table 1. :

Chinook Salmon Management During Coho Salmon Troll Season

The Board directed the Department to take appropriate actions
during the 1983 season to minimize - and insofar as possible
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prevent - chinook only closures during the main part of the
coho salmon fishery. During a chinook salmon only closure in
1982 from August 8 through September 20, a large number of
fishermen reported substantial hooking and release of chinook
salmon while fishing for other species of salmon, prlmarlly
coho. Fishermen also reported observing some injuries and
mortalities of released chinook salmon.

Chinook salmon catches by all commercial fisheries will be
monitored during July and August to determine if additional
adjustments to chinook salmon fisheries will be required to
prevent chinook salmon only closures during the main coho
salmon fishery and to maintain chinook catches at target
levels. Primary options to respond to larger than expected
catch rates would be closures of certain outer coastal areas
to all troll fishing after mid-August, closure of selected
inside areas known to produce significant chinook catches but
whose closure would not significantly hinder coho salmon
fisheries and early closure of the summer season prior to
September 20. While it is the intention to minimize the
duration of any chinook salmon only closures, as a final
measure such closures would be implemented regionwide as
required to maintain the catch within established limits.

Coho Salmon Management

One of the major problems complicating the effective manage-
ment of the coho fishery is the recent shift of fishing
effort from the inside districts to the outer coastal fishing
grounds. This has increased the mixed stock nature of the
coho fishery. Managment problems have resulted because a
major portion of the coho catch is occuring in the coastal
and outer coastal fishing areas prior to the time that the
coho return enters the inside fishing districts where run
strength can be assessed. The shift of fishing effort has
also changed the historical allocation balance of coho salmon
between user groups. :

Managment of the coho salmon troll fishery will be based upon
inseason assessment of run strength as determined from troll
fishery performance in relation to previous seasons. The
coho salmon fishing success of terminal area drift gillnet
fisheries will be used to provide important information
concerning escapement rates of coho salmon through the troll
fishing areas and may be used as a general indicator of
escapements to the mainland spawning streams.





Ten Day Troll Closure

For the 1983 season a ten day closure of the troll fishery o
can be expected during mid-August, the most likely time
period for the closure would be from August 15 through August
24. Because coho returns to inside water districts have only
been average or below during the relatively good overall coho
runs in recent years, this closure can be expected to occur
unless unusual conditions reduce the effectiveness of the
troll fleet in outside water fishing areas. The closure will
apply to trolling for all species of salmon. The dates of
this closure may vary depending on coho salmon run strength
or the need to coordinate this closure with any chinook
salmon closures during this time period resulting from early
achievement of the chinook salmon guideline harvest level.

Regulations

A complete listing of commercial trolling regulations is
available in the 1983 Finfish Regulation Booklet. Troll
fishermen are cautioned that some new regulations approved by
the Alaska Board of Fisheries at their March 1983 meeting
will be in effect for the 1983 season that will differ from
those published in the regulation booklet. A special summary
of commercial troll regulations entitled "1983 Alaska Salmon
Troll Regulation Guide" has been developed for the 1983
season and includes the new regulations. This guide and -
copies of the 1983 Finfish Regulation Booklet are available
at local Fish and Game Offices.

In addition to the new regulations that were discussed under
the chinook salmon management section the following new
regulations will be in effect for the 1983 trolling season:

1. Troll vessels may use multiple barbed hooks.

2. The portion of section 6-B north of Point Nesbitt
(Snow Pass) will open to trolling during the summer
Season on June 15 instead of July 15.

3. That portion of District 16 east of a line from the
tip of Cape Fairweather to the tip of Lituya Bay Point to
the tip of Icy Point to the southernmost tip of Cape
Spencer will be open chinook salmon fishing during
the winter trolling season (October 1 - April 14).

4. Troll vessel registration requirements are modified
to allow a vessel to change designation between
hand and power troll by applying in writing to the





- Department and specifies that registration is véiid

for the entire calendar year.

The State waters of the Yakutat area east of 139
39' 30" west longitude (1 mile west of the Lost
River) and west of 138 15' 00' west longitude, are
closed to trolling from August 1 through September
20.

In the State waters of the Yakutat area west of 139
39' 30 west longitude (1 mile west of the Lost
River) and east of 140' 40' west longitude (Sitagi
Bluffs), the weekly fishing periods for trolling
are the same as for set gillnetting in the Situk
River from August 1 through September 20.
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Table 1. Methodologies for Pre-Season Estimation of Targeted Troll Fishery
Harvest of Chinook Salmon for the Period May 15 - June 30, 1983.

. Numbers of
Chinook Salmon Catch Component Chinoo (o)
All commercial gear 1983 guideline harvest level..ciecescsocoscsssssoss 255,500 1/
less estimated 1983 incidental net catCh.vececececccosccocsasessone 20,000 2/
Estimated 1983 all troll gear allowable catCh..ieeeeccoccoscccoscsccssns 235,500
less estimated 1982-83 winter troll season catCh.iievecococcncsces 25,000 3/
Estimated 1983 all troll gear allowable summer season catch (May 15-
Sept.zo)...........v...'.'....‘..0...0...'..QI.I.‘.....l...l.‘..... 210'500
less estimated catch during coho salmon fishery (July-Sept. 20) 122,000 4/
Estimated 1983 all troll gear allowable early summer season (May 15-
June 30) Catcll'...l.IQ.....'.l....'..l..‘..........0‘...‘......... Mi/

1/

2/
3/
4/

N

Established by the Alaska Board of Fisheries to include the all year harvest of
chinook salmon in the Yakutat and Southeast Alaska commercial fishing areas.

Based on the approximate average seasonal net fishery harvest for the years 1975-1981.
The established season is from October 1, 1982 through September 20, 1983.

Based on the average catch of chinook salmon for the period July 1 to September 20 for
the years 1970-80 with downward adjustment for a pending 10 day troll closure during
mid-August.

Based upon an average daily catch rate 3,520 chinook salmon (As experienced during the
periods May 15 - June 25, 1981 and May 15 - June 6, 1982, initial summer troll fishing
periods during these years) it would take an estimated 25 open trolling day to achieve
a harvest of approximately 88,500 chinook salmon during the early portion of the 1983
summer trolling season.

) L. )





Table 2. Anticipated open and closed troll salmon fishing
periods for the 1983 season.

October 1, 1982 - April 14, 1983: open winter trolling season.
April 15, 1983 - May 14, 1983: spring troll fishery closure.

May 15, 1983 - June 8, 1983: open early summer season troll
fishery.

June 9 - 30, 1983: <closed trolling period.

Approximately July 1, 1983 - August 14, 1983: open trolling
period dependent on coho salmon run stength.

August 15 - 24: closed trolling period.

August 25 - September 20: open trolling period dependent
coho salmon run strength and chinook salmon all gear catch
relative to established guideline harvest range.

October 1, 1983 - April 14, 1984: open winter trolling season.
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Department of Fish and Game Contacts

The following are Commercial Fisheries Division contacts regarding this

management plan:

Dave Cantillon
Region I Supervisor

Gary Gunstrom
Region I Research Supervisor

Paul Larson
Region I Finfish Coordinator

Alan Davis
Troll Management Biologist

Mel Seibel
Region I Biometrician

Don Ingledue
Area Management Biologist

William Bergmann
Area Management Biologist

Randy Timothy
Assistant Area Biologist

John Valentine
Area Management Biologist

Bob Dedong
Area Management Biologist

Ray Staska
Area Management Biologist

230 S. Franklin St. Rm 301
Juneau

230 S. Franklin St. Rm 30]

Juneau

230 S. Franklin St. Rm 301
Juneau

Box 499
Sitka

230 S. Franklin St. Rm 301
Juneau :

230 S. Franklin St. Rm 301
Juneau

Box 667
Petersburg

Box 200
Wrangell

208 State Office Building
Ketchikan

Box 499
Sitka

Box 431
Haines
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AGENDA D-1(b)
MAY 1983

1983 ALASKA COMMERCIAL SALMON TROLLING REGULATORY GUIbE

‘Alaska Department of Fish and Game
Division of Commercial Fisheries
Southeast Region

The following is a summary of important commercial salmon
trolling regulations for the 1983 fishing season. The
regulatory guide was developed to provide theé commercial
salmon trolling industry with a quick reference of current
regulations. It contains most of the regulations that will
be in effect for the 1983 season.

The guide is for informational use. These regulations are
from the official regulations in the Alaska Administrative
Code or filed with the Lieutenant Governor. A more
comprehensive set of regulations is available in the 1983
Finfish Regulation booklet which is available at all Fish and
Game offices. New regulations are underlined.

The regulations in this guide may be changed by emergency
regulation or emergency order at any time. Supplementary
changes to the regulations in this guide will be available at
offices of the Department of Fish and Game.

Southeast Alaska and Yakutat Fish and Game offices are
located as follows:

Ketchikan

State Court and Office Building
415 Main Street, Room 208
Retchikan, AR 99901

225-5195

Wrapngell
Radin Building

P.O. Box 200
Wrangell, AR 99929
874-3822 -

Juneau

230 S. Franklin, Room 301
Juneau, AR 99801
465-4250

Sitka

State Office Building
P.0. Box 510

Sitka, AK 99835
747-6688





Petersburg
Swanson Building

P,O. Box 667
Petersburg, AR 99833
772-3801

Baines

Box 431

Baines, AR 99827
766-2830

Yakutat

P,O0. Box 68
Yakutat, AK 99689
784-3255

The Alaskan commercial tfolling season consists of two

overall open seasons separated by distinct closed periods
except in Yakutat Bay as follows:

- Winter season - October 1 through April 14.
5 AAC 33.310 (b)

- Summer season - May 15 through September 20.
5 AAC 33.310 (b)

- In the waters of Yakutat Bay east of a line from the
easternmost tip of Ocean Cape to the southernmost tip
of Point Mamby there is no closed season for the
taking of king salmon.

5 AAC 30.310 (b)(3)

The chinook salmon guideline harvest range (OY) for the 1983
Season is from 243,000-272,000 fish 5 AAC 33.365 (b) (8).

- The Alaska Board of Fisheries has recommended that the
Commercial Fisheries staff manage for a harvest of
255,500 chinook salmon in 1983. The same level as the
1982 season. -~ )

- The guideline harvest level includes the total
commercial catch in the Southeast and Yakutat areas of
chinook salmon by all gear types. 5 AAC 33.365(b) (8).

= The harvest calculation for the 1983 season started
with the opening of the winter season on October 1,

1982 and will end on September 20, 1983. 5 AAC 33.365
(b) (9).

The coho season is from June 15 through September 20. 5 AAC
33.310 (b) (1) and 5 AAC 30.310 (b) (2) .
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A ten day closure of all trolling should be expected during
the coho season. F t S t a oximat t
of this closure are from August 15 through Auqust 24, The
closure will take place unless the coho run appears well
above average in magnitude and the movement of coho to
inshore waters appears to be good. 5 AAC 33.365 (b) (3).

Salmon trolling is permitted in all areas. during the winter

season (October 1 through April 14) except as follows: (see
attached maps): . ‘

1. District 1

- Section 1-D is closed to salmon trolling. 5 AAC
33.350. (b)(12)

- Section 1-F, waters east of a line from the
southernmost tip of Black Island, to the
westernmost tip of Slate Island, to the
westernmost tip of White Reef, to the eastern-
most tip of Black Rock, to the northernmost tip
of Kirk Point, including all waters of Boca de
Quadra are closed to salmon trolling. 5 AAC
33.310 (b) (4) (D) .

2. District 8

- Stikine River, waters inside a line from Babbler
Point to Hour Point, along the shore of Wrangell
Island, to Point Highfield to the southern end of
Liesnoi Island to the southern end of Greys
Island to the small island near the eastern
entrance of Blind Slough, to the nearest point of
Mitkof Island, to the prominent point.of Mitkof
Island nearest Coney Island, to the northern end
of Coney Island, to a point 500 yards north of
Jap Creek on the mainland shore are closed to

~.salmon trolling. 5 AAC 33.350 (1) (2)

3. District 11

- Section 11-A is closed to salmon trolling. 5 AAC
33.310 (b)(10)

- Section 11-B is closed to salmon trolling. 5 AAC
33.310 (b)(10)

4. District 16 west of a line from the tip of Cape
Fairweather to the tip of Lituva bav Point to the
Lip of Tcy Point to the southernmost tip of Cape
Spencer and those waters west and south of the






surfline are closed to the taking of king salmon.
5 AAC 33.310 (b)(2)

Yakutat Area, all waters are closed to the taking
of king salmon except those waters of Yakutat Bay
east of a-line from the easternmost tip of Ocean

Cape to the southernmost tip of Point Mamby where
there is no closed season for the taking of king

salmon. 5 AAC 30.310 (b) (3)

Salmon trolling is permitted in all areas during the summer
season (May 15 through September 20) except as follows: (see
attached maps):

1.

Those waters listed as closed in 5 AAC 33.350.
CLOSED WATERS. of the Alaska Department of Fish
and Game FINFISH REGULATIONS are closed to salmon
trolling unless otherwise indicated from June 1
through September 20.

District 1

Section 1-C is closed to salmon trolling from May
15 through August 14. 5 AAC 33.310 (b) (3)

Section 1-D is closed to salmon trolling. 5 AAC
33.350 (b)(12)

Section 1-E is closed to salmon trolling from May
15 through July 12. 5 AAC 33.310 (b) (4) ()

Section 1-F, waters north of the latitude of
Foggy Point (54 55' 32" N. lat.) are closed to
salmon trolling from May 15 through June 14,
SAAC 33.310. (b)(4)(B) :

Section 1-F, waters east of a line from the

_horthernmost tip of Rirk Point to Mary Island

‘light to the southwestern tip of Coney Island are

closed to salmon trolling from May 15 through
July 12. 5 AAC 33.310 (b) (4) (C)

Section 1-F, waters east of a line from the
southernmost tip of Black Island to the
westernmost tip of Slate Island to the
westernmost tip of White Reef to the easternmost
tip of Black Rock to the northernmost tip of Rirk
Foint, including all waters of Boca de Quadra are
closed to salmon trolling from May 15 through
July 31. 5 AAC 33.310 (b)(4) (D)





District 6

Section 6-A waters east of a line from the south-
ernmost tip of Mitchell Point to the northernmost
tip of Point Colpoys and section 6-B, north of

titu outh ti f Point
Nesbitt are closed to salmon.trolling May 15
through June 14. 5 AAC 33.310 (b) (6)

Section 6-C and those portions of Sections 6-B,

titude of t sout ost _tip of
Point Nesbitt, and section 6-D north of the lati-
tude of the northernmost tip of Lincoln Rock are
closed to commercial salmon trollng from May 15
through July 14. 5 AAC 33.310 (b)(7)

District 8

Stikine River, waters inside a line from Babbler
Point to Hour Point, along the shore of Wrangell
Island, to Point Highfield to the southern end of
Liesnoi Island to the southern end of Greys
Island to the small island near the eastern
entrance of Blind Slough, to the nearest point of
Mitkof Island to the prominent point of Mitkof
Island nearest Coney Island, to the northern end
of Coney Island, to a point 500 yards north of
Jap Creek on the mainland shore are closed to
salmon trolling. 5 AAC 33.350 (i) (2)

The remainder of District 8 is closed to salmon
trolling from May 15 until the drift gillnet
season begins on the third Monday in June. From
the third Monday in June until September 20 the
weekly trolling period shall be the same as for
drift gillnetting in District 8. 5 AAC 33.310
(b) (8).

District 10, waters south and east of a line from
the northernmost tip of Boulder Point to the
southernmost tip of Bay Point are closed to salmon
trolling from May 15 through June 14. 5 AAC 33.310
(b) (9)

District 11

Sections 11-A and l11-B are closed to salmon
trolling. 5 AAC 33.310 (b)(10)

Sections 11-C and 11-D are closed to salmon
trolling from May 15 through June 14. 5 AAC
33.310 (b) (10)





10.

1l.

12.

District 12, waters north of the latitude of Point
Couverden, are closed to salmon trolling from May
15 through June 14. 5 AAC 33.310 (b) (11)

District 12, waters south of the latitude of the
t ost tip Point Cou den and th of t
westernmost tip of Point Hepburn are closed to
on t i Ma 5 t M AA
33.310., (b)(14) -

District 14

- Port Frederick, waters south of a line from Inner
Point Sophia light to the northernmost tip of
Halibut Island then bearing 323 to Chichagof
Island are clecsed to salmon trolling from August
2 through September 20. 5 AAC 33.350 (o) (5)

- Sections 14-C is closed to_salmon trolling from
May 15 through May 31 SAAC 33,310, (b)(13)

District 15

- Sections 15-A and 15-C are closed to salmon
trolling from May 15 through June 14. 5 AAC
33.310 (b) (14)

- Secticn 15-B is closed to commercial salmon
trolling. 5 AAC 33.310 (b)(1l4)

Yakutat Area, in State of Alaska waters west of
139 39' 30" W, long. (1 mile west of the Lost

River) and east of 140 40' 00" W, lopng, (Sitagi
Bluffs) during the period from Augqust 1 through
temb 2 t week fishi periods fo
£rolling are the same as set gillnetting in the

Situk River, 5 AAC 30,310 (b) (1)

Yakutat Area, the State of Alaska waters west of
138 15' W, long._and east of 139 39' 30" W, long.
are closed to salmon trolling from August 1
through September 20, 5 AAC 30.310 (b) (4)

Ihe 8 dav on and 6 day off troll fishing periods will be in

effect from July 15 through September 20 only in the

owin

e apd will apolv t t nd_and o troll

gear (SAAC 33,310, (b) (12).

1.

District 12, north of the latitude of the

westernmost tip ¢f Point Hepburn. 5 AAC 33.310
(b) (12) (&)





2. District 14 except

- Cross Sound, west of a line from the southernmost
tip of Point Dundas to the northernmost tip of
Swanson Point, where seven didy a week trolling
will be allowed. 5 AAC 33.310 (b) (12) (B)

- Glacier Bay, north of 58 27! 54" N, lat., where
seven day a week trolling will be allowed. 5 AAC
33.310 (b)(12) (B)

- Port Frederick, south of a line from Inner Point
Sophia light to the northernmost tip of Halibut
Island then bearing 323 to Chichagof Island,
where seven day a week trolling will be allowed
until the area closes to trolling on July 31. 5
AAC 33.310 (b)(12)(B)

3. Sections 15-A and 15-C. 5 AAC 33.310 (b) (12)(C)

During the 1983 season the open periods for the preceeding
areas are as follows: 5 AAC 33,310 (b)(12) (D)

QUl! 15 through ley 18

u throu August

Augqu throu August 15

Augus throu August
September 5 through September 12
Septem £ u Septe L

Gear regulations for the 1983 season are as follows:

1. Troll vessels may use multiple barbed hooks, 5 AAC
39,270 (g) repealed 4/16/83.

2. A trolling vessel may have, or use for taking bait,
a fishing rod equipped exclusively for taking bait
or a gillnet of a mesh size no more than 2 1/2
inches and made of no greater than number 20 gill
net thread. 5 AAC 39.270 (b)

3. Line and gurdy limits for power troll vessels are
as follows:

- No more than four trolling lines may be operated
from any power troll vessel in all State waters
and Fecderal waters (FCZ) south of the latitude of
Cape Spencer, 5 AAC 39,270 (a) (1)

- Ko niore than six trolling lines may be operated
from any power troll vessel in Federal waters





north of the latitude of Cape Spencer. 5 AAC
39.270 (a) (1)

- No more than 6 mounted gurdies may be on board
any power troll vessel. 5 AAC 39,270 (e)

Line and gurdy limits for hand:troll vessels are as
follows:

- A maximum of four fishing rods ot two hand troll
gurdies may be operated from any hand troll
vessel., 5 AAC 39.270 (a) (3)

- From each hand troll gurdy only one line with
multiple leaders may be operated. 5 AAC 39.270
(a) (2) (A) .

- From each rod only one line with no more than one
leader and one lure or two baited hooks per
leader may be attached. 5 AAC 39.270 (a) (2) (B)

- No more than two troll gurdies and four fishing
rods may be on board any salmon hand troll
vessel. 5 AAC 39.270 (e)

Gear definitions are as follows:

1.

A troll gurdy is a spool type device designed to
deploy and retrieve troll lines, weights and lures
and does not include a reel attached to a fishing
rod. 5 AAC 39.270 (h) (1)

A hand troll gurdy is a troll gurdy powered by hand
or hand crank that is not mounted on or used in
conjunction with a fishing rod. 5 AAC 39.270

(h) (2)

A fishing rod is a tapering often jointed rod
quipped with a hand grip and line guides and upon
which is mounted a hand powered reel used to deploy

?2? §$trieve the trolling line. 5 AAC 39.270
(

A‘doynrigger is a device designed to be used with a
fishing rod :to deploy a troll line to a selected
depth and retrieve the downrigger line and weight.

S AAC 39.270 (h) (4)

A downrigger is a troll gurdy (because a downrigger
is defined as a troll gurdy, downriggers can't be
used in conjunction with fishing rods from salmon
troll vessels). 5 AAC 39.270 (h)(5)





Landing requirements for the 1983 season are as follows:

King salmon taken must measure at least 28 inches from
the tip of the snout to the tip of the tail, or 23
inches from the midpoint of the clethral arch to the
tip of the tail. 5 AAC 30.392 and 5 AAC 33.392

Undersized king salmon which are taken must be
returned to the water without injury, -except those
having a tag attached or a healed adipose fin clip.
Tags and heads of undersized adipose fin clipped king
salmon must be submitted, along with the date and
location taken to the Department. Troll caught king
salmon under 28 inches may not be sold. 5 AAC 30.392
and 5 AAC 33.392

The heads of all fin clipped king and coho salmon must
remain attached to the fish until sold. 5 AAC 30.392
and 393 and 5 AAC 33.392 and 393

No king salmon may be mutilated or otherwise disfigured
in any manner which prevents determining the minimum
size. 5 AAC 30.392 and 5 AAC 33.392

No salmon troll vessel may be used to take salmon when
king salmon are aboard in an area closed to the taking
of king salmon. 5 AAC 30.392 and 5 AAC 33.392

No salmon troll vessel may be used to take salmon when
coho salmon are aboard in an area closed to the
taking of coho salmon. 5 AAC 30.392 and 5 AAC 33.392

Fish tickets must be submitted prior to transporting
fish out of state. 5 AAC 39.130 (b)

Registration requirements for troll vessels for the 1983

Season

1.

are as follow:

Aﬁy vessel that is used as a salmon troll fishing
vessel must be registered before April 15 of each
calendar year. 5 AAC 39.115 (g) (4)

The owner or operator of any fishing vessel that is
to be used to take salmon with hand or power troll
gear shall register that vessel by checking the
hand troll or power troll box on the CFEC vessel

license application or renewal form. 5 AAC 39.120
(g) (S)

Troll vessel registration is wvalid for the entire
calendar year in which a vessel is registered. 5






i o)
bot and t ss AAC
39,120 (qg)(2)
5. tro ! c t
(o) du
itt a

by _the Department, 5 AAC 39,120 (q) (2)

6. A registered vessel must display the appropriate
markings indicated below under marking require-
ments. 5 AAC 39.270 (c) and (d4)

7. Sport fishing is prohibited from registered troll
vessels except in derby areas during derbies
authorized by the Department of Fish and Game and
for charter boats (see special requirements for
charter boats below). 5 AAC 49.060

8. Troll vessels that will be used as charter boats
must complete additional registration requirements.
This can be accomplished by obtaining a charter
boat registration application from Fish and Game
offices. 5 AAC 49.060 and 5 AAC 75.995 (8)

Late registration requirements are as follows:

- To qualify for an extension of the April 15 troll
vessel registration deadline a perscn shall:

1. Have participated during the previous season in the
troll fishery. 5 AAC 39.123 (a) (1)

2. Have applied, before the registration deadline for
an interim-use or entry troll permit and vessel
license. 5 AAC 39.123 (a)(2) ’

3. Provide written documentation that will
substantiate the reasons that registration was not
completed by the deadline. 5 AAC 39.123 (a) (3)

Marking requirements for salmon troll vessels are as follows:

- Bach registered power troll vessel must display its
permanent vessel license plate number in permanent
symbols of black on white background. Each number
must be at least 12 inches in height, with lines at
least one inch in width and must be permanently
affixed on both sides of the cabin or hull so as not
to be obscured. The numbers must be displayed at all





times until the end of the calendar year. § AAC .
39.270 (c)

Each registered hand troll vessel must display the
letters HT in permanent block letters. Each letter
must be painted on both sides of the vessel hull or
cabin in a color contrasting with the background, at
least eight inches in height, at "least one-half inch
in width, plainly visible and unobscured at all times.
The letters must be displayed at all . times until the
end of the calendar year. No hand troll vessel may
display its permanent vessel plate number (ADF&G
number) in any location other than on the vessel
license plate. 5 AAC 39.270 (d)

The following is a summary of the important regulations
relating to the use of troll gear for commercial halibut
fishing.

1.

Halibut may be taken only by hand troll gear,
mechanical jigging machines and longlines, except
that halibut incidentally taken during the open
commercial halibut season by power and hand troll
gear being fished for salmon consistent with
applicable state laws and regulations are legally
taken and possessed. The provisions for

incidental halibut harvest are only valid at times
and in areas where both the commercial salmon troll
and halibut season are open. (5AAC 39.381)

During any closed salmon troll season troll
fishermen may not land halibut with salmon interim
use or entry permit cards. Commercial fishing for
halibut during a closed salmon trolling season may
only be done by fishermen with valid halibut hand
troll, mechanical jigging machine or longline
permits. (5AAC 39.381)

A _mechanical djigai chi is a o i vi
with line and hooks used to jig for halibut and
ottomfish, but d inc d i o)
rods with reels, 5AAC 39,105 (25).

It is unlawful for any person to possess any salmon
aboard a vessel that has taken or is equipped to
take bottomfish or halibut with a mechanical jig-
ging machine. No person may purchase or sell any
salmon from any vessel while purchasing or

selling bottomfish or halibut taken with a
mechanical jigging machine. S5AAC 39.380(c)
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