Revised 9/8/81

DRAFT
JOINT STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES
BETWEEN
NORTH PACIFIC FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL (NPFMC)
ANCHORAGE,, ALASKA
and
ALASKA BOARD OF FISHERIES (BOF)
' JUNEAU, ALASKA
ON THE
MANAGEMENT OF DOMESTIC KING CRAB FISHERIES

IN THE BERING SEA AND ALEUTIANS

Recognizing that NPFMC has a legal responsibility for reviewing and recommend-

ing to the Secretary of Commerce measures for the conservation and management
of the fisheries of the Arctic Ocean, Bering Sea, and Pacific Ocean seaward of
Alaska, with particular emphasis on the consistency of those measures with the
National Standards of the ﬁagﬁuséﬁ F&shery Conservation and Management Act

(Magnuson Act); and

Recognizing that State and Federal governmental agencies are limited in fiscal

resources, and that the optimal use of these monies for North Pacific
fisheries management, research, and enforcement occurs through a clear defini-
tion of agency roles and division of responsibilities, thus avoiding unneces-

sary duplication; and
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Recognizing that the State of Alaska has for more than two decades exercised

effective control over domestic king crab fisheries both within and without
its territorial waters. The State system centers around BOF for policy and
regulations. BOF's regulatory system provides for extensive public input; is
sufficiently structured to insure annugl revisions; is flexible enough to
accommodate resource and resource utilization "emergencies;" and is understood
and familiar to the users of North Pacific fisheries resources. Further,
there exists a substantial investment by the State in facilities, communica-
tions and information systems, vessels and other equipment, coupled with a
cadre of experienced personnel capable of carrying out extensive management,
research, and enforcement programs to monitor the conduct of the fisheries and

the status of the resources.

Therefore, NPFMC and BOF enter into this Joint Statement of Principles, defin-
ing the roles of both organizations, in order to achieve the most effective

and efficient management of domestic king crab fisheries in the Bering Sea and

Aleutians.

I. Applicable Fisheries

This Joint Statement of Principles applies only to the domestic fishery

for king crab (all members of genera Paralithodes and Lithodes) in the

Bering Sea, Bristol Bay, Adak, and Dutch Harbor areas, also known as
State of Alaska king crab statistical areas Q, T, R, and 0. This fishery

is hereinafter referred to as '"the fishery."
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II.

Duration of Agreement

Recognizing that NPFMC is currently preparing a Fishery Management Plan (FMP)

for the fishery, this agreement shall remain in effect until that FMP is

implemented by the Secretary of Commerce. At that time the agreement shall be

reviewed by both NPFMC and the BOF and revised as necessary and as they may

agree so that it will conform with the then existing situation.

ITII. NPFMC and BOF shall undertake the following activities:
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NPFMC and BOF shall adopt the framework developed and approved by
both organizations in April and May, 1981 to govern management of
the fishery, prescribing objectives, standards, and measures found
to be necessary for the fishery's effective management. These
objectives, standards, and measures are consistent with the national
standards of the Magnuson Act and with the laws of the State of
Alaska; and do not diséfiminate between residents and non-residents

of the State of Alaska.

The framework shall be implemented through regulations adopted by
BOF in accordance with the laws of the State of Alaska, which shall
be consistent with the objectives, standards, and measures. pre-
scribed in the framework. Before taking final action on any regula-

tion governing the fishery, BOF shall make readily available in



written form to all persons interested in the fishery for a period of at
least thirty (30) days, the reports and data received by BOF upon which
the proposed regulation is based; shall afford all such persons the
opportunity to submit written and oral comments to BOF on the proposed
regulation during that period; and shall, upon the request of NPFMC, meet
with NPFMC or its represegtatives to giscuss the proposed regulation.
Before any BOF regulation governing tﬁe,fishery goes into effect, BOF
shall issue a written statement explaiﬁiﬁg the basis for the regulation.

The preceding provisions of this paragraph shall not apply to emergency

regulations.

3. NPFMC and BOF shall meet jointly at least once every calendar year
to consider mangement of the fishery and discuss the need for amend-
ment of the framework or any regulations governing the fishery.
NPFMC and BOF or. their designated representatives shall also meet
jointly to consider management of the fishery at the request of
either NPFMC or BOF. ;All persons and agencies interested in the
fishery shall.have the opportunity to submit written and oral com-
ments and reports on management of the fishery to NPFMC and BOF at
these meetings. In preparation for the mandatory annﬁal joint
meeting provided for in the first sentence of this paragraph,
representatives of NPFMC and BOF shall hold a public hearing in the
State of Washington at which all persons and agencies interested in
the fishery shall be afforded the same opportunity to comment on

management of the fishery that they would have at the meeting

itself.
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The Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) shall have primary
responsibility for developing the information upon which regulations
governing the fishery are to be based, and for implementing these
regulations through monitoring of the fishery and development of
in-season management measures. NPFMC and BOF shall encourage ADF&G,
in carrying out this responsibilipy, to consult actively with the
National Marine Fisheries Service and the fishery management
agencies of other states, in order to prevent duplication of
research and management effort and to make optimum use of the

resources available for management of the fishery.

NPFMC and BOF shall resolve conflicts on the framework and imple-

menting regulations through all appropriate means.



