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Tonnage also low in pollock fishery…
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Bering Sea Pollock Fish 
conditions

Trends in 
weight frequency 
of catch

Winter                                           Summer



B-season

Tow-by-tow mean 
weight frequency

Season progression 
by week

2023 season 
Consistent size 

around 500 grams



Fishery data on pollock “condition”
• Relative 



Survey data on pollock condition…
• Relative
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Survey work
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Bottom-trawl survey 

• Abundance at length



Survey abundance-at-age

• Eastern Bering Sea pollock

Vertical scale is population
numbers at age





Ages important 
to fishery



E. Bering Sea bottom trawl survey
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Temperature and Overlap into Russian Zone?

From 
2015
Assessment



Acoustic survey-NOAA Ship



Most recent 
in 2022

Last year’sAlaska
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Opportunistic acoustic survey results





Interpreting survey 
indications 

Both survey indices down slightly from 2022
• Age composition based on fish mainly from 

2018
• Some positive sign of 2022 year class 

(one-year old's this year)



Interpreting survey 
indications 

Both survey indices down slightly from 2022
• Age composition based on fish mainly from 

2018
• Some positive sign of 2022 year class 

(one-year old's this year)
• Spawning biomass projection down

• Above where catch rate advice would drop
• Concern for recruitment, as always.. 



Modeling…



Analyses presented at October Council meeting
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Analyses presented at October Council meeting



Model fits



Fishery age 
composition
fits
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EBS pollock fishery age composition data
(2023 Assessment)
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Bottom-trawl survey fits
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(2023 Assessment)
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AVO Index
Acoustics collected opportunistically on bottom-trawl survey
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Diagnostics?



Posterior predictive
distributions
• Model check…

AVO

Acoustic-trawl survey





Retrospective patterns



Retrospective patterns
by cohort



Retrospective selectivities



Historical retrospectives 
(from past assessments)
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Last year’s estimated recruitment



This year’s



This year’s
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Outlook 
for recruitment?

https://apps-afsc.fisheries.noaa.gov/Plan_Team/2023/EBSecosys.pdf

https://apps-afsc.fisheries.noaa.gov/Plan_Team/2023/EBSecosys.pdf
https://apps-afsc.fisheries.noaa.gov/Plan_Team/2023/EBSecosys.pdf
https://apps-afsc.fisheries.noaa.gov/Plan_Team/2023/EBSecosys.pdf


Spawning biomass outlook

• Diversity of ages



Risk
table
Page 40 



Decision table
description



Decision table estimates

Catch in kt
for 2024



Some simple 
projections



Tier 3-max permissible ABC

• Projections

Catch

SSB



Fishing at recent average F

• Projections

Catch

SSB



EBS pollock summary




