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- Agenda Item #6
Summary 'Fishery Conservation Zone Transition Act'
Joint resolution 240 does three things:

1. Waives the requirement that the GIFA's with Poland,
Bulgaria, Romania, GRD, USSR and Republic of China lie
before Congress for 60 days, and approved those 6
GIFA's.

2. Shortens the review period for foreign fishing
permit applications by Councils from 45 to 7 days after
the day they are received by the Council. At the same
time it waives Federal Advisory Commission Act require-
ments for this specific activity for the Councils.

This means that the Councils could meet in other than
public, advertised meetings to consider this one
specific item. This waiver of Council review require-
ments extends through 1977.

3. Waives the Act requirement that permits be aboard
the foreign ships until May 1, 1977 and gives them
until that same date to pay the necessary fees.

-~ The GIFA's with Japan, Republic of Korea, European Economic
Community and Spain were approved by amendment by Congress
several days after the Transition Act was passed.
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91 STAT. 14

Feb. 21, 1977
[H.J. Rea 240)

16 USC 1801
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16 USC 1821.
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Public Law 95-6
95th Congress
Joint Resolution

To give congressjonal approval to certain governing international fishery agree.
ments negotiated In accordance with the Fishery Conservation and Managemoent
Act of 1976, and for other purposes,

Whereas the Government of the United States of Ameriea and the
(iovernments of the People’s Republic of Bulgaria, the Sociniist
Republie of Romania, the Republiec of China, the German Demo-
cratic Republic. the Union of Soviet Socialist Republies, and the
Polish - People’s Republic have signed  governing international
fishery agreements for the conservation, optimun utilization. and
rational management of fi<heries subjeet to the exelusive fishery
management jurisdiction of the United States wder the Fishery
Conservation and Management et of 1976 (Public Law 91-265)
(hereinafter veferred toas the “Aet™) ;and

Whercas the et provides that after February 28, 1977, no foreign
fishing is authorized within the fishery conservation zone. or for
anadromons species or Continental Shelf fishery resonrees hevond
the fishery conservation zone, unless (among other exeeptions and
requirements) such foreign fishing is authorized and condneted
pursunant to a governing international fishery agreement : and

Whereas the Aet also provides that no governing international fishery
agreement. shall hecome effective with respect. to the United States
hefore the close of the first 60 calendar days of conlinuous session
of the Congress after the date on which the President. transmits to
the House of Representatives amd to the Senate a document setting
forth the text of such governing international agreement ; and

Whereax the et further provides that Congress may prohibit the
entering into foree and effeet of any governing international fishery
agreement by enactment of a joint resolution originating in either
Honse of Congress during sueh 60-day period : and

Whereas, the sixty-day peviod will not elapse with respeet (o any
governing infernational fishery agreement. referred o in the first
clanse of this preamble, before Mareh 1. 1977, the date on which the
fishery conservation zone of the United States takes effeet : and

Whereas early congressional action on these -governing international
fishery agreements is necessary in order that fishing vessels of the
foreign nations concerned may be permitied to fish in the fishery
conservation zone after February 28, 1977, in compliance with such
Aet; and

Whereas these governing international fishery agreements substan-
tally comply with the requirements relating to such agreements con-
tained in seetion 201(c¢) of the Act: Now, therefore, be it
Lesolred by the Senate and House of Representutives of the I nited

Ntales of Ameviea in Congress assembled, That this joint. resolution

may he eited as the *Fishery Conservation Zone Traunsition Act™.
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SEC. 2. CONGRESSIONAL APPPROVAL OF CERTAIN GOVERNING INTER-
NATIONAL FISUERY AGREEMENTS.

Notwithstanding section 203 of the Fishery Conservation and Man-
agement. et of 1976, the governing international fishery agreement
between the Government of the United States of America aiul—-

(1) the Governmeni of the People’s Republic of Bulgaria Con-
cerning Fisheries O the Coasts of the United States, as contained
in the message to Congress from the President of the United States
dated January Th 1971

(2) the Government of the Socialist Republie of Romania Con-
cerning Fisheries O the Coasts of the United States, as contained
in the messagze to Congress from the President of the United States
dated Jamnary 10,1977

(3) the Government of the Republic of China Concerning FFish-
eries QI the Consts of the United States, as contained in the mes-
sagre (o Clongrress from the President of the United States dated
January [0, 1977

(-1) the Government. of the Gernan Democeratic Republic Con-
cerning IFisheries OIF the Coasts of the United States, as contained
in the message to Congress {rom the Prestdent of the United States
dated January 10, 1977

(5) the Government of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
Coneerning Fisheries Off the Coasts of the United States, as con-
tained in the message to Congress from the President of the United
States dated January 10, 1977; and

(6) the Gavernment of the Polish People’s Republie Coneern-
ing Fisheries O the Coasts of the United States, as contained in
the message to Congress from the President of the United States
dated September 16, 1976,

is hiereby approved by the Congress as a governing international
fishery agreement {or purposes of the Fishery Conservation and Man-
agement et of 1976, Each sueh agreement shall enter into foree and
effeet with respeet to the United Stales on the date of the enactment
af this joint resolution,

SEC. 3. AMENDMENTS TO FISHERY CONSERVATION AND MANAGE.
MENT ACT OF 1976.

The Fishery Conservation and Management et of 1976 (16 U.S.(
1801 ¢t seq) is amended—

(1) by adding immediately after seetion 200 the following new
seetion
"SEC. 206. TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS.

“(n) Denxrrion.—-TFor pnrposes of thisseetion, the term ‘governing
international lizhery agreement” does not inelude any governing inter-
national fishery agreement other than a governing international fishery
agrecment, approved by the Congress pursuant to seetion 2 of the
Fishery Conservation Zone Transition Aet, or pursnant to any amend-
ment to sueh seetion 2 if the effective date of such amendment is not
later than IFebruary 98, 1977,

“(b) Acrtoy py Covxenge—Seetion 201 (D) (5) shall not apply to
any application submitied by a foreign nation pursnant to a govern-
ing international fishery agreement for permifs anthorizing fishing
during 1977 by vessels of that nation within the fishery conservation
zone or for anadromons species or Continental Shelf fishery resonrees
beyond such zone. but each appropriate Couneil may prepare and
submit comments to the Seerctary on such application—-

“(1) if the applieation has been received by the Couneil on or
before the date of the enactment of this section, within 7 days
after such date; or

91 STAT. 15.

16 USC 1823
note.

16 USC 1823.

16 USC 1801

note.

16 USC 1826.
“Governing
inlernational
fishery
agreement.”

Supra.

16 USC 1824,
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91 STAT. 16

5 USCapp. 1.

16 USC 1824.

16 USC 1857,

Repeal.
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“(2) i the application is received by the Counetl frony the See-
relary of State after sneh date of enactment, within T days
after the date on which the Conneil reeeives the applieation.

The provisions of the Federal Advicory Commitfee Aet shall not
apply to the actions of any Couneil in preparing such connents.

“(e) Pramsrrse—Until May L1977, the requirement.in seetion 200 (x)
that Torcien fishing vessels have on board wovalid permit issued wnder
coetion 201 ghall not apply in the eage of any foreign fishing vessel for
whieh a permit is issued ander an application to which subseetjon (h)
applies, The failire of any such vessel to comply with such reguirennend
before suel date shall not be deemed 1o be a violation of section 307(1)
(.\).

SO0y P Fres-—Until May E1977, the requirement in seetion
200(h) (11). regarding the payment of applieable fees belore foveign
fishing permits ave issued, may be waived hy the Seeretary with vespeel
{o permits to be issued under any application (o which, subzection (1Y)
applies il the Seeretary is satis(ied that the foreign nation w hiely made
the application will pay the applicable fees before such date. Any
permil issued under the waiver provided by this subgeetion shall expive
on May 1197701 the Seeretary does not receive on or before such date
the applieable fees for the permit.” and

() by amending the {able of contends by inserting iimmediately
after

“Yee, 205, Tmporl prohibitions.”

the following:

e, 206, Transitional provisions.”

SEC. 4. REPEAL OF NORTHWEST ATLANTIC FISHERIES ACT OF 1950,

The Northwest Alantic Fisheries Act of 1950 (16 U.8.C. 081-001)
is vepealed as of Mareh 1, 1977,

Approved February 21, 1977.

LEGISLATIVE H ISTORY:

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, Vol. 123 (1977)
Feb. 8. considered and passed House.
Feh. 10, considered and passed Senate.

WEEKLY COMPILATION OF PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMFENTS, Vol. 13, Nu. O:
Feh. 21, P'residential statement.

Note.—A chnnge has been made in the alip lnw format to provide for one-time
preparation of copy to be ured for publication of hoth alip lawa and the United
Staten Statuten at Large volumes. Commenta from userw are invited by the Office of
the Federal Register, National Archives and Records Service, Washington, 1).€.
20108,
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