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Proposed Amendment to Gulf of Alaska Croundfish FHP

enus Corvphaenoides (rattails, grenadiers)

Mardmum Sustaineble Yield (MSY)

-

Unpublilished reports of survey and commercizal fishing opcracions indicate

that this genus is common throughout the northeasteran Pacific Ocean at depths

of 200--1,000 fathoms. The only known published report which specifically
i/ .
refers to rattails— confirms those obscrvations and statcs that in the

Gulf they "dominated roundfish catches from deep water (greater than 199

fathoms)..."

Although rattails are caught incidentally by trswls gnd louglines,'no
specific records of catch or catch rate have been kept. The largest catch
of this genué appears to be _incidental to the longline catch of sablefish.
Data collected by U.S. observers aboard foreign fishing vessels during 1973
indicate a total foreign catch of rattails.of about 4,700 wmt, 97 percent of
which were taken by Japancse longlineré. The foreign rattail catch in 1978
was 66 percent of the total foreign sablefish catch in the Gulf of Alaska.

The annual sablefish catch for the last 12 years of- complete record

6-77) averaged abeut 20,000 mt. Assuming the 1978 relationship between
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sablefish and rattail catches reflects that of earlier years, the average

rattoil catch during 1966-77 was: 0.66 X 20,000

13,200 mt. This valuc

is assumed to be a minimal estimate of MSY.

Lauiiibrice Yield {(FY)
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Rot applicable -- MSY attainable.

Allowable Biological Catch (ALC)

Equivalent to MSY -~ 13,200 mt. e :
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Opitimum Yield (0OY)
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Equivalent to MSY -- 13,200 mu.—
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During the 1978 rcsezrch cruise of the Japanese longline vessel

55, the rattail catch was distyibuted as felleows:
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Given the survey pattern of the Hatsue Maru #55, this catch distribution
should approximate the distribution of the rattail resource in the Guif of

Alaska. Therefore, the 13,200 mt rattail OY should be apportioned as follows:
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Because of the bathymetric association of rattails and sablefish, the rattail
OY's ‘should be allocated to nations and to gear types in proportion to their

sablefish allocztions.
. . . . v . N 1
ails were not considered in daveloping the OY for "Other Species.
= Therefore, the creation of this new species category does not require
a downward adjustment of the OY for "Other Species."



