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ADDRESS BY THE LOWER YUKON FISHERMEN 'S ASSOCIATION AND THE KUSKCKWIM UNITED FISHERMEN TO THE
NORTH PACIFIC FISHERIES MANAGEMENT COUNCIL CONCERNING JAPANESE INTERCEPTION OF
&,  WESTERN ALASKAN KING AND CHUM SALHON o
Many imorrl:hs ago, Congressman Young and Senator Stevens asked that our fishermen be .
~ patient quring the development and final passage of the Fisheries Conservation and Mana,gement
Act of 1?76. They stated that our concerns that Japense interception of our kings and chums
would be! reso lved through the development of United States management and conservation of
its salmon throughout their migratory range. With the assurances of our Alaskan representative
t'qﬁr own skepticism aside, and informed our fishermen that soon the Japanese high seas
gill net fishery would pull off of our kings during their peak harvest in the mid-Bering
- "S-\ea in mid June through early July., east of the abstention line, Ve informed both Cong:éssma.n
Young and Senator Stevens that we desired the Ja.pense to cease their fishing in these .
months in Mothership Fishery Districts 9 and 10 east of the Abstentlon Line., High seas
tagging had proven that the not so incidental interception of our & year old kings was occuring
”du:r:ing these months in these fishing districts. We were assured by both Young and Stevens
that the United States Government and the North Pacific Fisheries Management Council would
take quick action to stop this clear violation of our nation's salmon,
in the last months, with the failure of the United States Government to take positive
steps during the recent International North Pacific Fisheries Commission in Tokyo, and the
p’h;reak—down in the GIFA talks, our worst fears have now become the truth, Western Alaskan
- salmon far out in the ocean are once again being offered up to a foreign nation as a
trading item. A representative of Senator Stevens came to Bethel and informed us after
passage of the Management Act of 1976 that United States Coast Guard ships and planes would
be dispétched to the mid-Bering Sea to protect our salmon, We have recently lgarned that
in the international market place, our salmon a.re still up for sale to foreign nations. No
Coast Guard ships or planes will be in the mid-Bering Sea to protect our salmon, and our
salmon will not be used to barter with the Japenese on bottom fish harvest. They are just
going to keep on harvesting our fish,
The Council may not like what I am sayling, but I have talked it over with vur fishermen
and they think that it is important for us to speak the truth, The U.S. Government and the

Japanese Government never heard of us before thls year., We were unorganized then, but —
we are organized now. Our fishermen organiged because they have had many promises made to

" ‘them by many people; when the people go away, there was no one among us th follow up on
what these men had saild would happen. Now, I am here because our fishermen do not want to
watch their livelihood disappear. They are requesting at this time that the Council begin .
the devélopment of its own management plan for Bering Sea harvest of kings, Ve realise that

/=poth Japanese aguaculture stocks and western Alaska chums are co-mingling in the Bering Sea's

-~ mothership area, and that more detailed analyses must take place on chums, We ask that the

Council begin the development of an inensive research program on ¥estern Alaskan chum -

migration routes to determine the points of Japanese interception. But we ask that the
Council take the positive step of restricting Japanese interception of our king salmon
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immediately. Both the United States Government and,-"the' Japanese Government know where the
interception of the four year old westem Alaskan kings | is occuring, and we want this

/“'v-s_rincipal site of interception made off-limits to the Japanese high seas gill net fishery,
This is the principal issue our fishermen want the Council to act on by March 1, 1977.

We believe that the Council holds our only hope to settle this foreign interception.

You must understand that I come from an area where the only industry is fishing., Although the
Alaska Department of Fish and Game is vei'y familiar with our fishery the Council is not.

~ We have 15,000 people in our region., The only large business is fishing, both subsistsnce
and commercial, The majority of our village people hunt and fish all year to support
their families, Our median income is$1,042 to $1,340 per person depending on whose
statistics you want to believe, so we are not cash rich, The only major source of income
for our 56 widely scattered villages is commercial fishing., I am submitting to the council
the compilation of our villa.geé subsistence harvest in 1974 to go along with your Alaska

Department of Fish and Game data to show the council that fisheries make up 81% of oui'
food harvest of 14.2 million pounds. Salmon is included and accoumts for 4 million pounds
of subsistsnce food., As we stated in our herring paper, the United States Public Health
Service has calculated that a gram of replacement protein delivered to one of our villages .
is worth 18¢/gram. which makes buying food very expensive, The kimg is the mainstay of our
subsistence salmon fishery. The king is alsq the mainstay of our commerclal fishery. -Since -

".\968, we have been having a steady decline on our kings, We have already asked the Council
to assist the Alaska D“partment of Fish and Game to find our how many fish we have in the
Yukon and Kuskokokwim Rivers, Ve are unsure even to this date how many fish we have. Every
year, we gé.mble with our future on the Japanese harvest and our own commercial and subsistence
harvest of kings. Each year, we take more fish, and allow fewer te escape, and we know
that we are in trouble on the kings. Our fishermen have agreed to hold off on any further

: harveét requests on the Yukon and Kuskokwim for kings fdr commexcial fishing until we get

| the japanese off our stocks, -and find out how many king salmon we have, Ve have come out
of our little villages to let you people know about our lives, and our fisheries. They are
very impbrtant, and they are our future., Ve plan to put our funds into enha.ncﬁment of our
stooks to increase our local economy, but nctuntil the Japanese are off of our stocks. We
can harvest everything allowable already, yet we have to wait until the Japanese are finished
before we can start fishing, We don't want this very dangerous game to continue, Ve are
requesting that the Council act now,
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