Norton Sound Red King Crab
Fisheries

Justin Leon




SUBSISTENCE FISHERIES OVERVIEW

Historically handlines
Switch to pot gear - late 1970s

e Open year-round
e Permits for winter and summer
e ~99 winter permits/year (10-yr avg.)
e ~17 summer permits/year (10-yr avg.)




SUBSISTENCE FISHERIES OVERVIEW

Monitoring Program
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pots may be a min 6") opening that is laced, sewn, or secured together by
a single length of untreated biodegradable 100% cotton twine no larger
[than 30 thread, only knotted at each end, be within 6" of pot bottom &
parallel to it. The twine may not be tied or looped around web bars.
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If plastic mesh is used the opening must be a 12 by 8" or greater,
rectangle and the lower edge must be parallel and within 6" of the bottom|

of pot; the opening may be covered with single loops of twine as specified
above, each single loop of twine may contain only one knot and may not
be laced along the opening. The panel must drop away from the pot when
the twine degrades and expose the opening completely.
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L] # This permit is ONLY VALID for
SUBSISTENCE CRABBING in NORTON SOUND.
* Tofish for species other than crab {such as salmon),
I MUST check with ADF&G (1-800-560-2271 or 907-443-5167).
* This permit MUST be completed {whether pots are set or not).
* This permit MUST be returned to ADF&F by MAY 31st!
* | MUST contact ADF&G if the permit is lost.
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WINTER COMMERCIAL FISHERY OVERVIEW
 Began 1978 e Through ice only

e QOccurs January 15-April 30







NORTON SOUND




WINTER COMMERCIAL FISHERY OVERVIEW

Monitoring Program

» Local Processing Plant
o Sample minimum - once/week

500 crab/season

e Observer Program
« Started 2016 - voluntary
« Data collected

e Discard rate
e Handling time




SUMMER COMMERCIAL FISHERY OVERVIEW
 Began 1977

« Shift from large vessels
to small vessels

e 40 pot limit — pot tags

e Occurs June 15-Sept. 3

1994-Present




SUMMER COMMERCIAL FISHERY OVERVIEW

. permit holders/year (10-yr avg.)

3
)

A taken

/e & frozen markets

)17 Vessel sizes: P
Range — 18-51 ft. s
e 1-<20ft.
e 12 -20-30 ft.
o« 20 -30-40 ft.
e 1-40-50 ft.
e 1->50ft.







SUMMER COMMERCIAL FISHERY OVERVIEW
Monitoring Program \ﬂixﬁ

» Local Processing Plant

o 20 crab/tote from each delivery

e 5000 - 7,000 crab/season

o 1-2 boats sampled/day

e Observer Program
« Started 2012 - voluntary

e Data collected
« (Carapace length
* Shell condition
* Discard rate
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