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Purpose and Need

The 1996 amendments to the Magnuson-
Stevens Act (MSA) require NMFS and
regional Fishery Management Counails to
describe and implement essential fish
habitat (EFH) within FMPs and minimize, to
the extent practicable adverse effects on
EFH caused by fishing and identify other
actions to encourage the conservation and
enhancement of EFH. EFH is defined in the
MSA as “those waters and substrate
necessary to fish for spawning, breeding,
feeding, or growth to maturity *

The Aleutian Islands Habitat Conservation
Area (AIHCA) was adopted aspart of a
suite of conservation measures to minimize
the adverse effects of bottom contact fishing
in the Aleutian |slands subarea. After the
AIHCA was established, fishery participants
identified two changes necessary to fulfill
the intent of the AIHCA while allowing
fishing in areas that had histoncally been
fished. The Council responded by closing
additional waters near Buldir Island and
opening waters near Agattu island to
nonpelagic traw gear under BSAI GF FMP
Amendment 88,
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and north of Buldir Island. Alternative 2 was
determined to have no significant
environmental impacts and would provide
socioeconomic benefits through opening a
partion of the AIHCA to fishing

NMFS and the Council published a draft
EIS for Amendment 78 in January 2004
evaluating 3 actions: Describing and
identifying EFH, adopting an approach to
identify HAPCs, and Minimizing to the
extent practicable the adverse effects of
fishing on EFH. The preferred altemative for
HAPCs was to adopt a site-based approach
for HAPC designations.

A 74 page EA/RIR/FRFA was prepared for
Amendment 88. The two alternatives
evaluated were no action and modifying the
lattude and longitude definitions for open
areas in the AIHCA, changing the
boundaries in areas north of Agattu Island

Regulation Summary

No federally permitted vessel may fish with
nonpelagic trawl gear in the Aleutian Islands
Habitat Conservation Area. Vessel
monitoring system is required for all fishing
vessels
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Beaginning in 2006, over 85% of the Aleutian
Islands management area was closed to
bottom trawling (850,463 km? or 277,100
nnm?), and about 4% (42,611 kn? or 12,423
nrré) remain open

This area establishes comprehensive
protection for coral and sponge
ecosystems, which occur at high denstties
along the Aleutian Islands and deep water
basintrench areas. Deep sea corals grow
very slowly and damage to these corals can
take hundreds of years to recover. The
habitat created by deep sea coral and
sponges provides spawning grounds for
species such as rockfish and crabs.

In addition to protecting vulnerable deep-
sea corals, sponges and other epifauna
from potential impacts of fishing, the
prohibition on nonpelagic trawl gear also
prevents impacts to the undisturbed
sediments and ecosystemns of the deeper
basin and trench areas
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determined to have no significant
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NMFS and the Council published a draft
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EIS for Amendment 78 in January 2004
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habitat created by deep sea coral and
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Aleutian slands Habitat Conservation Bering Sea Habitat Conservation

Area:
Alaska skate (A}
Alautian skate (1)
arrowtooth flounder (A.))
Atkamackeral (A))
Bering skate (AJ}
Bigmouth sculpin (&)
Dover sole (41}

Dusky rockdish (A}
Flathead sole (A0)
Golden king crab (4)
Great sculpin (A.J)
Greanland turbot (A0)
Harleguin rockish (4)
Kamchathka flounder {a,J}
Northern rock sole (AJ)
Morthern rockish (&)
Octopus

Pacitic cod (a1}

Pacific ocean perch (AJ)
Redbanded rockfish {1}
Rex sole (A1)

Rougheye rockfish {1}
Sablefish (a1}

Sharpchin rockfish (1)
Shortraker rockish (A)
Shortspine thormyhead rockish (AJ)
Sibvergrey rockish (a)
Snow crab (A}
Southernrock sole {AJ)
Southerntannar cral (a)
Walleye pollock (A1)
Yellow Irish lord {4)
Yellowdin sole (AJ)

Area:
Alaska skate (&)}
Aleutian skate {1}
Arrowtooth lounder (A))
Atka mackerel (4)
Bering skate (AJ}
Bigmouth sculpin (4)
Dover sole (A1)

Dusky rockhish (A}
Flathead sola (AJ)

Great sculpin (A1)
Greenland turbot (A.J)
Harleguin rockish ()
Kamchatka flourder {A.))
Northern rock sole ()}
Northern rockhish (A}
Pacific cod (AJ}

Pacific ocean perch {aJ)
Red king crab {4}
Redbanded rockfish (1)
Rex sole (A1)

Rougheye rockish (1}
sablefish (aJ)

Sharpchin rockish (1}
Shortraker rockdish (a)
Shortspine thormyhead rockish (4.1}
Silvergrey rockish (a)
snow crab (A}
Southernrock sole (4,1}
Southerntanner crab {A)
Walleye pollock (AJ)
Yellow Irish lord (A}
Vellowdin sole (a1}

Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) for each Conservation Area, by species and life stage {Adult: “A”, Juvenile: "7}

Includes only EFH descriptions with EFH Level 2 (habitat related density) or higher information. Basad on 2018 descriptions of EFH

Bowers Ridge Habitat Conservation  Gulf of Alaska Coral Habitat
Zones: Protection Argas:

Alaska skate (1} Arrowtooth flounder (4,J)
Aleutian skate {1} Dover sole (Ad)
Arrowtooth flounder (AJ) Dusky rockfish (a)

Atka mackerel (4,)) Flathead sole {4.J)

Bering skata (A)) Harlequin rockfish (A}
Dover sole (A1) Pacific cod (A1)

Drusky rockdish (A}
Flathead sole {AJ)
Golden king crab {A)
areenland turbot (A1)
Harlequin rockfish (A)
Kamchatka flounder {A.J)
Northermn rock sole (al)
Northemn rocish{A)
Octopus

Pacific cod (AJ)

Pacific ocean perch (aJ)
Redbanded rockfish (1)
Fex sole (AJ)

Rougheye rockish {1}
Sablefish (a)

Shiortraker rockfish (&)
shortspine thormyhead rockiish (AJ)}
Southerntanner crab (A}
Walleye pollock (AJ)
Yellow Irish lord (A}
vellowtin sole (8 J)

Pacific ocean perch {aJ)
Redbanded rocktfish (1)
Rax sole (A1}

Rougheye rockish {1}
Sablefish (AJ)
Sharpchin rockiish (1)
shortraker rockfish (&)
shortspine thormyhead rockish (4]
Silvergrey rockfish (A}
Southernrock sole (&)
Walleye pollock (a,J)

Guilf of Alaska Slope Habitat
Protection Areas:
Aleutian skate (1)
Arrowtooth lounder (A1)
atka mackeral (&)

Dover sole (A1)

Dusky reckish (A)
Flathead sole (4,1}
Harlequin rockfish ()
Kamchatka flounder (4]}
MNortharn rock sola (AJ)
Morthern rockish (&)
Octopus

Pacific cod (AJ)

Pacific ocean perch {a.J)
Redbanded rockish (J)
Rex sole (AJ)

Rougheye rockfish (1)
Sablefish (4.1}

Sharpchin rockish (1)
Shortraker rockfish (A}
Shortspine thornyhead rockish (A1)
Silvergray rockfish {4)
Southern rock sole (AJ)
Wwalleye pollock{AJd}
Yellow Irish lord (&)
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