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Sea Duck Joint Venture

• USFWS
• Canadian Wildlife Service
• USGS
• Flyway Councils

• States
• Provinces
• BOEM
• Ducks Unlimited

International partnership under the North American Waterfowl 
Management Plan: 
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Sea Duck Joint Venture

Promotes conservation of sea ducks through partnerships that:
(1) Generate and disseminate knowledge that will inform management 
decisions, habitat protection initiatives, and conservation; and,
(2) Increase awareness of sea ducks and encourage engagement within 
conservation, industrial, and scientific communities, and the public, 
through effective communications and outreach. 
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Sea Duck Key Habitat Sites Atlas

• Identifies 85 sites in North America that are most critical to sea 
ducks during at least one season 

• Used strict abundance and density criteria
• Consolidated information from numerous monitoring and telemetry studies

• Intent: Aid in prioritization of habitats for conservation, 
environmental assessments, oil spill preparedness & response
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Sea Duck Key Sites in Alaska

Southeast: 
Annette-Betton-Cleveland Islands
Eastern Chichagof Island
Lynn Canal-Frederick Sound
Glacier Bay
Lost Coast

Southwest:
Izembek Lagoon
Nelson Lagoon
Seal Islands
Nushagak and Kvichak Bays
Kuskokwim Shoals
Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta

Northwest/Arctic:
Norton Sound
Northern Bering Sea
Ledyard Bay
Beaufort Sea Coastal Lagoons

Kodiak Archipelago
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Sea Duck Key Habitat Sites Atlas

Potential uses for NPFMC and partners:
Help identify areas where/when sea duck distribution and fishing 
activities intersect to inform ecosystem-based approaches to 
conservation and research 
Threats to sea ducks in marine areas include:

• Climate change and ecosystem shifts
• Contaminants (e.g., oil spills)
• Collisions with vessels 
• Disturbance during critical life stages (e.g., molting)
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Sea Duck Key Habitat Sites Atlas
Complete Atlas available: 
seaduckjv.org
(printed copies upon request)

Next steps: 
- Share with potential users
- Identify ways to conserve and 

protect key sites, reduce threats
- Revise/update at regular intervals

For more information, contact Kate Martin, USFWS, Kate_Martin@fws.gov, 907-888-2243
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