
C6 BSAI GROUNDFISH PLAN TEAM 
REPORT

STEVE MACLEAN, OCTOBER 2021

From SSC presentation by Grant Thompson



AGENDA :  ACTION ITEMS

 Administrative
 Arctic Regional Action Plan
 Eastern Bering Sea Regional 

Action Plan
 ACLIM 2.0
 EBS Pacific Cod ESP
 EBS Pacific Cod Assessment
 AI Pacific Cod
 Impact of altering sample design 

and density on survey indices

 Performance of model-based 
indices with alternative sampling 
strategies

 BSAI Turbot
 EBS Pollock
 Blackspotted/Rougheye Genetics 

and Spatial Issues
 2022 and 2023 Harvest 

Specifications and Halibut DMRs



2022/2023 SPECIFICATIONS



PT RECOMMENDATIONS: SPECS

 Team recommended adoption of proposed 2022 and 
2023 harvest specification overfishing levels and 
acceptable biological catch amounts, and their adoption 
by the SSC

 Team approved the 2022 and 2023 halibut discard 
mortality rates, recognizing that the GOA non-pelagic 
trawl CP sector now has sufficient sample size to 
evaluate the GOA trawl CP DMR, recommended DMR is 
83%



BSRE GENETICS AND SPATIAL ISSUES

 Diana Stram reviewed timeline of discussions re: spatial 
management 

 Wes Larson reported on recent genetic study of 
blackspotted rockfish
 Comprehensive study using whole-genome resequencing involving 

5.4 million SNPs

 No detectible genetic structure

 Not unexpected given large population size, long generation time, 
and dynamic habitat



PT RECOMMENDATIONS: BSRE GENETICS 
AND SPATIAL ISSUES

 Evaluate costs/benefits of a tagging study
 Evaluate costs/benefits of an IBM to answer questions 

surrounding larval dispersal and stock replenishment rates in 
the AI

 Support ranking of “strong concern”
 Retains recommendations from 2020: Team requests 

guidance from the SSC and Council on how to reduce 
incidental catch in areas with disproportionate spatial 
exploitation



PT RECOMMENDATIONS: BSRE GENETICS 
AND SPATIAL ISSUES

 Pursue other items on SSC list from December 2020
 Convene another workshop on spatial management 

addressing BSAI blackspotted rockfish and spatial 
management issues in general
 Consider and develop alternative management tools for 

dealing with stocks with rankings of “strong concern” due 
to prevalence as bycatch
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EBS PACIFIC COD

 Grant Thompson presented EBS Pcod assessment 
 Results for CIE Review

 Focused on Ensemble Modeling
 Development of specific models in ensamble

 Specification of model weights

 Responses to SSC and GPT comments

 Base model and four additional models adding new features
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PT RECOMMENDATIONS: EBS PCOD

 The Team recommended advancing the current 
assessment and ensemble and associated ranking and 
weights for November

 The Team recommended the current ensemble 
weighting, and welcomes alternative weighting 
approaches at the authors’ discretion
 If alternative weightings are presented, authors should 

provide explanation



AI PACIFIC COD

 Ingrid Spies presented AI Pcod assessment
 Base model is Tier 5 from 2019
 New Basic model (19.0) and three models that varied by a 

single feature (19.0a, 19.0b, 29.0c)



PT RECOMMENDATIONS: AI PCOD

 Team recommended that Model 19.0c not be included as 
an alternative, but information from that model presented 
in November as a sensitivity run or supportive evidence.

 Team recommended that Models 19.0, 19.0a, and 19.0b, 
and the current Tier 5 model be brought forward in 
November.



EBS POLLOCK

 Jim Ianelli described work conducted for EBS pollock assessment
 Results of genetic studies for EBS, NBS, GOA, and AI
 Alternative weighting indices
 Pollock movement and abundance along US-Russia boundary
 Geostatistical methods for combining trawl and acoustics\
 Copepod index for age 0 pollock survival
 ACLIM to evaluate SRR sensitivity results in increased risk ranking
 Alternative diagnostics on selectivity changes
 Research on shifts in relative year class strength



PT RECOMMENDATIONS: EBS POLLOCK

 Team recommended ESP for EBS pollock added to the 
list of new ESPs



BSAI GREENLAND TURBOT

 Meaghan Bryan presented summary of CIE review of BSAI 
Greenland turbot assessment
 Evaluate all models and data

 Identify strengths and weaknesses

 Make recommendations for future changes



PT RECOMMENDATIONS: BSAI TURBOT

 Team endorsed the recommendations of the CIE review 
and expect the authors’ responses to them in the next 
assessment.
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