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Designation of Critical Habitat for Ringed and Bearded Seals 
(under the Endangered Species Act)

-- Geographical Areas Occupied by Each Species --

By regulation, areas outside U.S. jurisdiction cannot be designated as critical habitat

Arctic ringed seal distribution
Arctic ringed seal distribution, U.S.

(Beringia DPS) bearded seals core distribution
(Beringia DPS) bearded seals core distribution, 
U.S.



U.S. Department of Commerce | National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration | National Marine Fisheries ServicePage 2

Proposed 
Critical 
Habitat 
for 
Ringed 
Seals



U.S. Department of Commerce | National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration | National Marine Fisheries ServicePage 3

Proposed 
Critical 
Habitat 
for 
Bearded 
Seals



U.S. Department of Commerce | National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration | National Marine Fisheries ServicePage 4

Critical Habitat: What happens next?
Proposed Rules

(Published January 8, 2021)

Teleconference Public Hearings
(February 23, 24, and 25, 2021) 

Public Comment Period
(Comments due by March 9, 2021)

Final Critical Habitat Rules
(Submitted to Federal Register by March 15, 2022)

For more information, please contact: Jon Kurland or Tammy Olson                  
NOAA Fisheries Alaska Region                              

(jon.kurland@noaa.gov  or tammy.olson@noaa.gov)
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