
Economic Status of the Crab 
Fisheries off Alaska, 2023:

Preliminary Summary Report

Brian Garber-Yonts, AFSC

Crab Plan Team Meeting

September, 2023

Contributors: Jean Lee, Anna Abelman (AKFIN)



2023 Crab Economic SAFE Overview

• Executive Summary
• Report card

• Key indicators: volume and value, employment and earnings, quota 
leasing

• Economic Status and Trends (Full report)
• Economic output- production and value, by sector

• Vessel and processing labor - income and employment

• Harvest sector operating costs and financial performance

• IFQ/CDQ lease market, QS market and holdings
• QS Decomposition

• Fishing capacity and effort

• International trade - king and snow crab



Economic SAFE & Data Availability

Human Dimensions Data Explorer
https://reports.psmfc.org/akfin/f?p=501:2000

https://reports.psmfc.org/akfin/f?p=501:2001
https://reports.psmfc.org/akfin/f?p=501:2001


Report Card Metrics



Report Card Metrics



Report Card Metrics



TACs 2005/06 - 2022/23



Production & Value 2022



Harvest & Processing Sector Employment & 
Labor Costs



Crew Employment and Income, by 
Community/Region of Residence



Processing Labor Employment and Labor, by 
Community/Region of Residence



IFQ Lease Activity and Rates



Discussion

Priorities for 2023 Economic SAFE:

• Minimal changes in scope and content of document per SSC

• Price forecasts and current-year estimates in development

• Salient indicators of current state of industry, stakeholders

• Potentially report on regional economic impact analysis of 
closures (ESSR study ongoing, C. Seung et al)

• ESSR Program Annual Report Coordination
• Crab, Groundfish Econ SAFE
• ACEPO
• ESPs, EPRs
Strategic plan/framework/index and communication
Stakeholder outreach

Delayed due to staffing issues
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