
 

 

North Pacific Fishery Management Council 
1007 West Third Ave., Suite 400 
L92 Building, 4th floor 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
 

September 27, 2024 
 

Dear North Pacific Fishery Management Council Members: 

I am writing to you regarding agenda item C6: Pelagic trawl gear definition. The council must 
clearly define pelagic to mean no portion of the fishing gear touching the seafloor at any point. 
Midwater—or pelagic—trawl is by definition fishing in the middle of the water column with 
minimal or no interaction with the seafloor habitat. However, the National Marine Fisheries 
Service now estimates bottom contact up to 60% of the time for small pelagic trawl vessels 
and up to 100% for factory catcher/processors. The effects of trawl nets hitting the ocean 
floor are of great concern since these massive, and extremely heavy nets pulverize crabs in 
their most vulnerable state, decimate corals, and rake through a wide variety of benthic 
habitats. Failure to clarify the definition of pelagic trawl would be a grave public disservice, 
leading to significant erosion of public trust in the Council while continuing to expose the 
Bering Sea and Gulf and sea floors to unacceptable levels of environmental damage. Please 
take clear and decisive action now. Thank you.   

Sincerely,  
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Anchorage, AK 
 

James Self  

Manley Hot Springs, 
AK 
 

 Sarah Ammons  

Haines, AK 
 

 Sean Daly  
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Tucson, AZ 
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Cottonwood, AZ 
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Tucson, AZ 
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Gilbert, AZ 
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Scottsdale, AZ 
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Tucson, AZ 
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Poway, CA 
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Morro Bay, CA 
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Los Angeles, CA 
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San Jose, CA 
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Carpinteria, CA 
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Concord, CA 
 

 Donald Taylor  

Fair Oaks, CA 
 

 Stephen T Berkson  

La Jolla, CA 
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Sacramento, CA 
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Laguna Beach, CA 
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Altadena, CA 
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San Francisco, CA 
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Daryth Rose Morrissey  

Fountain Valley, CA 
 

 Roger Hollander  

Tarzana, CA 
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Alameda, CA 
 

 Wayne Steffes  

Redding, CA 
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Oakley, CA 
 

 Lisa Ann Kelly And 
Family  
Santa Barbara, CA 
 

 Eric Nylen  

Santa Cruz, CA 
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Roseville, CA 
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Sunnyvale, CA 
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Los Angeles, CA 
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North Hills, CA 
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North Hollywood, CA 
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Placerville, CA 
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Huntington Beach, CA 
 

 Protect All Things Wild 
And Wonderful  
San Diego, CA 
 

 Stacie Charlebois  
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Bolinas, CA 
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Berkeley, CA 
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Blue Jay, CA 
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Bradley, CA 
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Telluride, CO 
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 Irini Dieringer  
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Stamford, CT 
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Dover, DE 
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Edgewater, FL 
 

Marguerite Donnay  
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Mary Esther, FL 
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Gainesville, FL 
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Jacksonville, FL 
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Naples, FL 
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Jacksonville, FL 
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Naples, FL 
 

 Darlene Wolf  

Naples, FL 
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Winter Springs, FL 
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Orlando, FL 
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 Judith Peter  

Port Charlotte, FL 
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Lakeland, FL 
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Sarasota, FL 
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Venice, FL 
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Seminole, FL 
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Thonotosassa, FL 
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Coconut Grove, FL 
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Melbourne, FL 
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Port Orange, FL 
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Palm Coast, FL 
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Winter Park, FL 
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Palm Bay, FL 
 

 Cheryl Watters  

Daytona Beach, FL 
 

 Whitney Watters  

Saint Augustine, FL 
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Micco, FL 
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Jonesboro, GA 
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Atlanta, GA 
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Nalei Kahakalau  
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 Tristan Pettigrew  
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Ann Yanak  
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Cary, IL 
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Chicago, IL 
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Georgia Shankel  

Chicago, IL 
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Athens, IL 
 

 Steve Schueth  

Chicago, IL 
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 Richard Peterson  

Northbrook, IL 
 

 Allison Fradkin  
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 Bob Gendron  

Chicago, IL 
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Traverse City, MI 
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 Pamela Goodman  
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Saint Paul, MN 
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Saint Louis, MO 
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Saint Louis, MO 
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Pittsboro, NC 
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 Susan Galante  
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Portsmouth, NH 
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Milford, NH 
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Manchester, NH 
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Southampton, NJ 
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Manalapan, NJ 
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High Bridge, NJ 
 

 Ann Sandritter  

Old Bridge, NJ 
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Mount Holly, NJ 
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Fort Lee, NJ 
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Saddle Brook, NJ 
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Riverton, NJ 
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Florence, NJ 
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Erial, NJ 
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Hoboken, NJ 
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Gallup, NM 
 

 Susan Peirce  

Santa Fe, NM 
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Las Vegas, NV 
 

 Malcolm Elgut  

Las Vegas, NV 
 

Scott Korman  

Floral Park, NY 
 

 Beth Darlington  

Poughkeepsie, NY 
 

 Robert Berg  

Mamaroneck, NY 
 

 Marie Garescher  

Peekskill, NY 
 

Janet Forman  

New York, NY 
 

 Naomi Klass  

Bethel, NY 
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New York, NY 
 

 Beth Darlington  

Poughkeepsie, NY 
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Roosevelt, NY 
 

 Michael Madden  
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 Scott Korman  
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NY 
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New York, NY 
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Milton, NY 
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Camden, NY 
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Brewster, NY 
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Delmar, NY 
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White Plains, NY 
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Vestal, NY 
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Nichols, NY 
 

 Boyce Sherwin  

Malone, NY 
 

 Michael Gresko  

Highland Mills, NY 
 

 Hubert Kimball  

Baldwinsville, NY 
 

Kenneth Krynicki  

New York, NY 
 

 Maryellen Fernbacker  

Hicksville, NY 
 

 Mary Zahler  

North Canton, OH 
 

 Jean Hanson  

Avon, OH 
 



Stephen Owen  

West Chester, OH 
 

 Gwen Davis  

Westerville, OH 
 

 Patty Duffy  

Canal Winchester, OH 
 

 Vicki Wheeler  

Deshler, OH 
 

E. Neal  

Hilliard, OH 
 

 Gary Zahler  

North Canton, OH 
 

 Michael Seager  

Mentor, OH 
 

 Denise Mulligan  

Oak Harbor, OH 
 

Chris Dirckx  

Broken Arrow, OK 
 

 Janna Piper  

Portland, OR 
 

 Diane Luck  

Portland, OR 
 

 Ian Shelley  

Portland, OR 
 

Douglas Brady  

Bend, OR 
 

 Monica Gilman  

Estacada, OR 
 

 Jay Humphrey  

Estacada, OR 
 

 Tosh Myers  

Deer Island, OR 
 

Leslie Burpo  

Eugene, OR 
 

 Debra Smith  

Milwaukie, OR 
 

 Rhett Lawrence  

Portland, OR 
 

 Brian Conover  

Mcminnville, OR 
 

Julie Buchenau  

Cloverdale, OR 
 

 Gila Allen  

Astoria, OR 
 

 Steve Prince  

Eugene, OR 
 

 Marie Wakefield  

Newport, OR 
 

Susan Heath  

Albany, OR 
 

 Dan Morgan  

Eugene, OR 
 

 Noelle Edwards  

Butte Falls, OR 
 

 James Staszewski  

Pittsburgh, PA 
 

Thomas Nelson  

Lansdowne, PA 
 

 Robert Bergan  

Pottsville, PA 
 

 Dennis Schaef  

Meadville, PA 
 

 K Danowski  

Pittsburgh, PA 
 

Susan Babbitt  

Philadelphia, PA 
 

 Henry Berkowitz  

Sabinsville, PA 
 

 Carrie Swank  

Reading, PA 
 

 Mandy Tshibangu  

Devon, PA 
 

Darla Kravetz  

Lehighton, PA 
 

 Tom Wardell  

Philadelphia, PA 
 

 Lee Fister  

Allentown, PA 
 

 Nicola Nicolai  

Chester Springs, PA 
 

Mike Peale  

Aston, PA 
 

 Mark Levin  

Plymouth Meeting, PA 
 

 Kevin Mccluskey  

Pittsburgh, PA 
 

 Wayne Laubscher  

Lock Haven, PA 
 

Devorah Soodak  

Philadelphia, PA 
 

 Susan Porter  

Hawley, PA 
 

 Michael Lombardi  

Levittown, PA 
 

 Elizabeth Seltzer  

Media, PA 
 

Robyn Deciccio  

Warwick, RI 
 

 Kathy Bradley  

Lugoff, SC 
 

 Christopher Marcille  

Clover, SC 
 

 Scott Hed  

De Smet, SD 
 

Kevin Vaught  

Antioch, TN 
 

 Mark Klugiewicz  

Jamestown, TN 
 

 Chris Dacus  

Bell Buckle, TN 
 

 Barbara Mcmahan  

Chattanooga, TN 
 

Robert Cobb  

Knoxville, TN 
 

 William Tarbox  

Magnolia, TX 
 

 Steven Minerich  

Katy, TX 
 

 Ed Fiedler  

Austin, TX 
 



Linda Thompson  

Houston, TX 
 

 Bo Baggs  

Port Arthur, TX 
 

 L M  

Cypress, TX 
 

 J. M.  

Cypress, TX 
 

Thomas Nieland  

Alamo, TX 
 

 Caroline Sévilla  

Boling, TX 
 

 Timothy Edward Duda  

San Antonio, TX 
 

 Laura Long  

Cedar Creek, TX 
 

Chris R  

Dallas, TX 
 

 Martha Gorak  

Katy, TX 
 

 Peggy Powell Morgan  

Laredo, TX 
 

 Janet Delaney  

Austin, TX 
 

Marce Walsh  

Houston, TX 
 

 Carolyn Nieland  

Alamo, TX 
 

 Pat Lastrapes  

Houston, TX 
 

 Carol Pennington  

Manchaca, TX 
 

Mary Lee Johns  

Houston, TX 
 

 Karen Kawszan  

Klein, TX 
 

 Trigg Wright  

Spring, TX 
 

 Sandra Breakfield  

Dallas, TX 
 

Suzanne Hafer  

Saginaw, TX 
 

 Sabrina Eckles  

Lubbock, TX 
 

 Greg Sells  

Austin, TX 
 

 Erick Y  

Santaquin, UT 
 

Carla Tuke  

Slc, UT 
 

 Nedra Carroll  

Midvale, UT 
 

 Warwick Hansell  

Cottonwood Heights, 
UT 
 

 Jean Marie Vanwinkle  

Bedford, VA 
 

John Surr  

Charlottesville, VA 
 

 Gerritt And Elizabet 
Baker-Smith  
Portsmouth, VA 
 

 Bonnie Farmer  

Alexandria, VA 
 

 Kevin Walker  
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