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D-5: Salmon bycatch 
April 1, 2021

North Pacific Fishery Management Council
605 West 4th Avenue, Suite 306
Anchorage, AK 99501

Dr. James Balsiger, Regional Administrator
NOAA Fisheries, Alaska Region
PO Box 21688
Juneau, AK 99802

Re: D5 Salmon Bycatch

Dear Chairman Kinneen, Dr. Balsiger and Council members:

The Alaska Marine Conservation Council is dedicated to protecting the long-term health of Alaska’s oceans and sustaining the working waterfronts of our coastal communities. Our members include fishermen, subsistence harvesters, marine scientists, small business owners and families. Our ways of life, livelihoods and local economies depend on sustainable fishing practices and productive oceans. 

Chinook salmon are the lifeblood of Alaska’s coastal communities and critically important to the Alaska Native people and cultures who have stewarded these fish for tens of thousands of years. Commercial, recreational and subsistence fishermen throughout the state depend on Chinook salmon for their livelihoods and as an important source of food, food security and culture. 

Chinook salmon are critically important, yet throughout Alaska, the US West coast and BC wild Chinook salmon runs are declining dramatically. A number of stocks are listed as Species of Concern and/or Endangered under the Endangered Species Act and the Committee of the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada. The causes of these declines are variable and multifaceted. Faced with these declines, Chinook salmon fisheries have been reduced in recent years throughout the State – from Southeast Alaska troll fisheries to subsistence fisheries in the Yukon River and all points in between. 

Yet, Chinook salmon continue to be caught as bycatch in the Bering Sea and Gulf of Alaska trawl fisheries. In 2020, 35,000 Chinook salmon were caught in the Bering Sea and 12,000 Chinook salmon were caught in the Gulf of Alaska. We appreciate the efforts being made by the Council and industry to reduce bycatch, but in this time of Chinook salmon crisis more action is needed. Continued bycatch in the trawl fleets raises conservation concerns and equity issues as harvest of this critical species is effectively allocated away from coastal communities to the trawl fleet. We ask the Council to revisit the Chinook salmon bycatch limits and further reduce bycatch to support conservation and management of these critical stocks.





Sincerely,

[bookmark: _GoBack]Theresa Peterson

Fisheries Policy Director
Alaska Marine Conservation Council
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