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C3​ BSAI Groundfish – Proposed specifications 

AP Motion 1  

The AP recommends the Council adopt the proposed 2027 and 2028 BSAI groundfish specifications 
for OFLs, ABCs, and BRDs as recommended by the SSC and set proposed TACs, with all proposed 
specifications consisting of rollovers of 2026 final specifications from 2026/2027 harvest 
specifications. The proposed TACs for both BS and AI Pacific cod have been adjusted to account for 
the State water GHL fisheries. The proposed TACs for sablefish have also been reduced in the BSAI 
by 5% to accommodate the GHL fishery.  

 The AP Recommends the Council adopt the proposed 2027 and 2028 seasonal and spatial 
allowances for Atka Mackerel as shown in Table 3.  

The AP recommends the Council adopt the proposed 2027 and 2028 flatfish ABC reserves, annual 
and seasonal PSC limits and apportionments in the BSAI as provided in Tables 7, 8, 9, 10, and 11.  

The AP recommends the Council adopt the proposed 2027 and 2028 halibut discard mortality rates 
(DMRs) for the BSAI as shown in Table 12.  

Tables 1, 3, and 7- 12 can also be found in the meeting agenda under C3. 

 

Motion passed 18-0 

 

Rationale in Support of Motion 

●​ This motion recommends the Council initiate proposed rulemaking for the upcoming 2-year 
harvest specifications. 

 
●​ The AP appreciates the staff, plan team members, survey crews, etc for their hard work and 

quick turnaround of this information, including  the efforts to mitigate timing impacts to final 
assessments in the event of future lapse in appropriations.  
 

●​ Tables 1, 3, and 7-12 reflect the Plan Team's recommendations and serve as placeholders until 
the final SAFE reports are complete. The AP also noted that the proposed PSC tables 8 and 9 
have been updated to reflect the Herring Biomass letter from ADFG that was received early, 
but noted that they remain proposed tables and changes may still occur in December during 
final specifications.  

 
●​ The AP heard concerns about reductions in capacity within the Age and Growth program and 

for surveys. Since both provide important data streams for stock assessments, the AP 
encourages the Council to highlight these capacity concerns and take opportunities to raise 
them with the Administration. 
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