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C5​ GOA Motion 

The AP recommends the Council adopt the proposed 2026 and 2027 Gulf of Alaska (GOA) 
groundfish specifications for OFLs and ABCs, as recommended by the SSC and set TACs and shown 
in Table 1. Final specifications will be approved in December. 
 
The TACs for both GOA cod and pollock have been adjusted to account for the State water GHL 
fisheries. The proposed GOA Pacific cod adjustments are shown in Table 2. 
 
The proposed TAC for GOA Octopus has also been adjusted by 16 mt to account for the state 
Guideline Harvest Recommendation (GHR) for the Prince William Sound octopus fishery. 
 
The AP recommends that the Council adopt the proposed 2026 and 2027 annual and seasonal 
Pacific halibut PSC limits and apportionments in the GOA as provided in Tables 9, 10, and 11 and the 
proposed 2026 and 2027 halibut discard mortality rates (DMRs) for the GOA in Table 12. 
 
Motion passes 20-0 
 
Rationale in Support of Motion 

●​ The AP noted appreciation for all of the work that is put into the annual specification process, 
including surveys, stock assessments, plan team, and Council staff. The AP acknowledged how 
exceptionally difficult that getting this done is given additional constraints this year.  

 
●​ The AP reiterated the update from the staff presentation that NMFS is advising that the 16 mt 

reduction in the Octopus TAC to account for the state PWS octopus fishery that was established 
by the Board of Fisheries in December 2024 for the 2025 fishing year. NMFS is currently 
evaluating if such adjustments to TACs to account for the octopus GHR are required and will 
clarify this for the Final groundfish harvest specifications in December.  

 
●​ AP members also specifically reiterated during deliberations the discussion on the bottom 

trawl survey changes and that it would be interesting to hear more detail about the changes 
since deeper species like rockfishes were significantly down while the survey showed that all 
shallower species were significantly up. In the GOA, rockfish species like shortraker are 
currently limiting, while “other rockfish” and DSR have been in the past. These species are 
harder to survey in general and biomass decreases play a more significant role in the stock 
assessment and drop in TACs. This was reflected in 2024 when the Shortraker TAC in the CGOA 
dropped from 280 mt to 189 metric tons which amounts is a total allowable catch of only 
416,673 lbs which is very constraining when it is shared by every sector that operates in the 
CGOA. 
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