
January 30, 2026
Angel Drobnica, Chair

North Pacific Fisheries Management Council 

1007 W. 3rd Avenue, Suite 400

Anchorage, AK 99501

Re: C-2 Chum Salmon Bycatch

Dear Ms. Drobnica: 

Pacific Stevedoring is located on Unalaska Island, and provides all aspects of cargo handling and terminal operations to all of the fisheries that rely on Dutch Harbor/Unalaska. We have been providing longshore services either directly or indirectly since 1998. Our company has grown from a few hard working Alaskans to a little over 120 employees. Our support services are used by every single fishery in the Bering Sea: crab, Pacific cod, flatfish, rockfish, and pollock.  We also provide support services for salmon in Bristol Bay.  

Of all the fisheries that we support, pollock provides the foundation of our operations.  The revenue and value of pollock ensures that we are able to provide a high and continuous level of support to all of the fisheries.  Without a stable and reliable pollock fishery, we would not be able to provide continued support to other fisheries, tax revenue to the City of Unalaska, and contribute to our community.  For example, pollock revenue ensures we are able to provide housing for all of our employees and living wages in Unalaska, and ensures their sons and daughters can attend school here.  Pollock has been the stable force that keeps Unalaska alive.
The Council is considering a range of options to improve the management of Western Alaska chum salmon bycatch in the pollock fishery, as it does so, the value of pollock to Unalaska and the other fishery-dependent communities of the Bering Sea region cannot be understated. The Council’s action has profound ripple effects that need to be considered.  We are just one of many businesses that are reliant on the pollock fishery, and any action taken by the Council must consider how our economic stability, or instability, can affect everyone that relies on our essential services.  Without a stable pollock fishery, we cannot support other fisheries and other local community businesses and the schools.  These relationships deserve additional consideration.

The Council’s analysis highlights how vulnerable Unalaska and the pollock fishery is if the Council were to select highly restrictive options under Alternatives 2, 3 and 5.  Our concern is that those impacts could be worse for pollock and other fisheries and support services than already described.  A more refined approach is needed, and available to the Council.

The Council should seek to improve bycatch management in the specific areas and times where it will minimize Western Alaska chum salmon and ensure that the pollock fishery is able to continue to operate.  We believe the Council can both improve bycatch management and ensure our community, and all of the fisheries we support can continue.

We urge the Council to carefully consider a more refined approach to minimizing Western Alaska chum salmon bycatch.

Thank you for your consideration of our comments on this issue, which is of the utmost importance to Pacific Stevedoring, our employees, their families, and everyone that we support in the Bering Sea.
Sincerely,

Pacific Stevedoring, LLC
_____________________________

CEO Andrew Murphy
