9/27/2024
Dear NPFMC Council Members and Panel:
I am Greta Horn.  I grew up (K-12) in Kenai, Alaska and lived there until 2011.  I spent 20 years teaching, including in remote western coastal villages, worked for ADF&G on the Kenai, and on the mouth of the Yukon, I have commercial fished Cook Inlet, and currently commercial fish in Bristol Bay.  I have hesitated to speak up publicly about the impact of trawling and dragging on the ecosystems of Alaska because I have seen the powers that be use their influence vindictively to threaten people’s livelihoods in order to keep them quiet.  I am talking about processors with trawling interests refusing to buy fish from fishermen in other fisheries that speak out about the impacts they see in their fisheries due to trawling/dragging activities.  I remember considering being an observer, but then people with direct knowledge talked about the level of intimidation on the boats to underreport or falsify information and said that wasn’t for me.  It reminds me of organized crime.  It is extremely messed up and I’m not going to just sit by anymore.
I have flown into Togiak on Bristol Bay as a teacher many times to see draggers working back and forth in Metervik Bay and elsewhere, leaving long ribbons of brown churned up water behind them and wondered how anything living on the bottom could survive that repeatedly every year.  My friends in Togiak send me pictures of trawler and/or dragger ships lights off their coast even during months where the industry says they are not working near there.  So far communities in Bristol Bay are still rich in culture and have strong participation in cultural activities based on marine life.  Please protect that.
I worked for ADF&G and taught on the mouth of the Yukon when there was actually adequate fish there and there were numerous fish camps along it’s banks that thrived putting fish up.  My friends there have lost their summer fish camp experiences that are vital to their culture because the fish have dwindled.  Just sending them fish from other parts of Alaska, does not bring that back.  A culture is being undermined by greed as usual.  My late dad, Ed Glotfelty, was one of the first directors of the Yukon Delta community development group.  He gave up a very lucrative position because he did not see the benefits of the arrangement coming back to the local people as intended.  This was years ago, and nothing has changed.  It’s time to call out the very few locals in “management” positions who are living very comfortably and traveling all over the place.  They are being essentially bribed by a very manipulative corporate community to do whatever they tell them to do – to vote however they need them to vote….It is criminal.  Their people who actually still live in the villages are POOR.  These so called “village leaders” are wittingly or unwittingly taking part in killing their culture, which has survived millennia with values based on survival and sustainability and stewardship of natural resources.  I can’t even believe that it is being allowed to happen.  YOU are allowing this to happen.  
In my lifetime, I have watched the Kenai River go from an amazing wild place with all species of salmon in abundance to a house-lined riverbank, wall to wall guides, and disrespectful dipnetter trash. The consequences there are becoming well known.   A similar thing is happening in rural Alaska, but instead of mass amounts of people, it is massive factory ships taking more than can be sustained. The consequences out there are not well known because very few people with power go there.  There is no canary in the coal mine.
I have family members that fish the Bering Sea most months of the year.  If it weren’t for the risk of being blacklisted by major processors, they will tell you that “IT’S THE TRAWLERS!”  There is no sense longlining where the trawlers have been working because there is close to nothing left there to catch.  Fishing grounds that were rich in years past have become desolate.  This is from people who are actually there.  Not by scientists, officials, or politicians that go out to observe or take a sample occasionally and are taken to areas where trawler captains know that no bycatch species will be caught at that time of year….
So…. have as many meetings as possible and studies and comments you want.  I am not generally into attacking people, but I have not seen any results in watching these issues other than maybe you people all get to feel important somehow for being appointed.  The people with actual rubber boots on the ground know what is going on – including the trawlers themselves.  They probably laugh when the decision makers rule in their favor because they can’t believe how lacking in actual stewardship of the resource the oversight community is.
It is with trepidation that I submit these comments.  It is not without risk to people that I care about even though they have nothing to do with it.  I am hopeful that people will regain their senses and look beyond their own short lifetime to the impact they will have on future generations of species including us. Do your job.  Protect the resource.
Sincerely,
Greta Glotfelty Horn
Gretahorn4@hotmail.com
