Mr. Charles Pierce
Office of the Borough Mayor
144 N. Binkley Street
Soldotna,Alaska 99669

Dear Mr. Pierce,
As representatives of the Nikolaevsk community, we are writing to request that the Kenai Peninsula Borough appeal to the State of Alaska to officially declare the 2018 Upper Cook Inlet Salmon season an economic disaster. We request  your help in the hope it will result in some financial relief for our  fishermen and others in small Cook Inlet coastal fishing communities like Nikolaevsk.

The disastrous 2018 Upper Cook Inlet Salmon season, occurring in an already depressed fishery, has brought increasingly difficult hardships to the small coastal fishing community of Nikolaevsk.

The coastal fishing community of Nikolaevsk was established by Russian Old Believers who fled religious and economic oppression and legally immigrated to the U.S.  They worked hard, invested heavily and firmly established themselves in the Cook Inlet Salmon Fishery.

Today, the coastal fishing community of Nikolaevsk remains an indispensable, integral part of the Cook Inlet Salmon Fishery;  a Fishery which in years past, under more sustainable conditions, has been an important part of the food producing industry of the United States and, a major contributor to Borough and State Economies.

For the Survival of the Cook Inlet Salmon Fishery, the community of Nikolaevsk and other small Cook Inlet coastal fishing communities like ours, please appeal to the State to declare the 2018 Upper Cook Inlet Commercial Salmon season an economic disaster and support financial relief.

Sincerely,

Nikki Place                                                             Father Nick Yakunin
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